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Front cover
On 7 February 1968, Lt Cdr Rosario
'Zip' Rausa and his wingman, Lt
Larry 'Legs' Gardiner, launched in
two VA-25 A-1 H Skyraiders at 0700
hrs from USS Coral Sea ICVA-43).
They were tasked with flying a close
air support mission in aid of the US
Special Forces camp at Lang Vei, five
miles southwest of the Marine Corps
base at Khe Sanh. Lang Vei was
being overrun by North Vietnamese
troops, whose assault was being
supported by PT-76 tanks in their
first use in South Vietnam. As the
A-1 pilots headed inland, they were
told over the radio that US soldiers
were pinned down in a bunker.

Upon arriving over Lang Vei,
which was ablaze with several fires,
the VA-25 section encountered an
overcast. However, a USAF Forward
Air Controller IFAC) in an 0-2A that
was marshalling strike aircraft in the
target area told them that the
situation in Lang Vei was critical,
and requested that the A-1 pilots
strafe all positions in the camp.
As the weather improved slightly,
the A-1s broke air wing-required
weather restrictions, followed the
0-2A through a hole and, at 300-ft
intervals, strafed the camp. Rausa
lin 'Canasta 406', A-1H BuNo 137622)
and Gardiner attacked with 250-lb
Mk 81 and 500-lb Mk 82 bombs,
releasing their ordnance at altitudes
of between 300-500 ft. As the
weather improved still further,
the A-1 pilots dropped their bombs
from a height of 1000 ft, and also
made another strafing run.

After a short while, Rausa and
Gardiner were relieved by two USAF
A-1Es, carrying napalm and cluster
bombs. Both A-1 Hs had taken hits
from small arms. Four more VA-25
Skyraiders also attacked Lang Vei
with napalm later that same day,
'mopping the place up' and clearing
a path of fire to the outpost gate
that allowed seven American
soldiers to escape ICover artwork
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INTRODUCTION

REPLACEMENT TRAINING
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VA-25 'Fist of the Fleet'

VA-52' Knightrider's'
VA-95 'Skyknights' (later 'Green Lizards')

VA-115 'Arabs'

VA-145 'Swordsmen'

VA-I 52 'Friendlies' (later 'Wild Aces')

VA-215 'Barn Owls'

Pacific Fleet

VA-15 'Val ions'

VA-35 'Black Panthers'

VA-65 'Tigers'
VA-75 'Sunday Punchers'

VA-85 'Black Falcons'

VA-176 'Thunderbolts'

VA-I96'Main Barrery'

Atlantic Fleet

The number briefly grew to 16 units with the Formation of rwo

new squadrons during rhe course of 1960-61. VA-135 'Thunderbirds'

was established at Naval Air Sration (NAS) Jacksonville, Florida, on

21 August 1961 in response ro the 1961 Berlin Crisis, but it wa

d isestabl ished on ] Ocrober 1962. VA- 165 'Boomers', wh ich had been

established on I September 1960 at NAS Jacksonville, Florida, and

moved to AS MoFFett Field, CaliFornia, in September 1961, lasted

considerably longer, seeing combat Following its shift ro NAS Alameda,

CaliFornia, in March 1964.

Until September ]965, student naval aviators destined to fly th

Skyraider were introduced to the aircraFt while in the advanced phase

of their undergraduate flight training. Aviation Training Unir 30 I (later

VT-30) at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, was the sole such training

squadron, and it was equipped with Skyraiders marked up in orange and

white Training Command paint schemes.
The Atlantic Fleet had rwo replacement training sites For the AD.

VA-42 'Green Pawns' at AS Oceana, Virginia Beach, Virginia, trained

pilots For Oceana-based Skyraider squadrons, but it began instructing

Intruder crews From Seprember 1963. Later that same monrh it got rid of

raries that it shared the flightdeck with, soldiered on long aFter the

Korean War had ended. The Skyraider - largely ignored in the popular

media - outlasted most of the 'flash-in-the-pan' jets that came and went

during the] 950s and early] 960s. At some point the nickname 'Spad'

(a hark-back to the World War 1 French pursuit aeroplane) stuck to

the Skyraider.
The seeds of the Skyraider's dem ise, however, were also sown in the war

in which it shone so well. Korean War opel'ations Forced the US Navy to

recognise the need For a truly all-weather night-attack aircraFt - a

recognition that eventually brought Forth the legendary Grumman A2F

(A-6) Intruder carrier-based arrack aircraFt. Reaching initial operational

capability in 1963, the A-6A began rapidly replacing A-] Hand A-IJ

Skyraiders in Frontline US Navy attack squadrons.
The number of Frontline Skyraider squadrons declined significantly

du ri ng the late 1950s when the Air Task Groups (ad-hoc carrier ai I' groups

set up to meet the operational demand that exceeded the availability of

statutory CVGs) were deactivated. By JallLmy 1960, the US avy's air

arm included just 14 Frontline carrier-based arrack squadrons equipped

with AD-617 (later A-I H/J) Skyraiders:

VA-122 A-1H BuNo 135251 poses

for airshow photographers at NAS

Lemoore, California, in May 1967.

VA-122 'Spad School' provided type

training for Skyraider pilots for the

fleet from 1959 until late 1967, when

it assumed the role of training A-7

Corsair II pilots and became 'Corsair

College'. This Skyraider has only

two 20 mm cannon installed - a

common practice for a training

unit (Roger F Besecker via Robert

F Dorr collection)

I
n ]959, only five years had elapsed since t-:rance had given up its

campaign to hold onto its colony of French Indochina. The region

had duly been split into the kingdoms of Laos and Cambodia and the

nation oFVietnam (the latter into North and South) by the Geneva Peace

ConFerence. In 1959, the ruling Communist Party in North Vietnam,

led by Ho Chi Minh, decided to begin a low-intensity infiltration to

conquer South Vietnam. Thedecision marked thebeginningoFa 15-year

campaign - ultimately successFul - to reunite the country under

communist party rule.

The orth Vietnamese would eventually encounter resistance to their

plans For expansion in the south From US Forces stationed in the Far East

during the] 950s and 1960s. These Forces had stopped the North I(orean

invasion of South Korea in ]950, and then Fought the Chinese to a

stalemate along lines close to the original border between the two warring

nations prior to a truce being declared in late July 1953.

The aircraFt carrier task Forces of the US Seventh Fleet had played a

significant role in the conflict with communist Forces in Korea, as well as

in conFrontations with the Chinese in the Formosa Strait during the

1950s. Flying From the decks of those calTiers was an arrack aircraFt that

remained largely unsung at the time, but which was subsequently

credited by military historians as being the most eFFective combat aircraFt
of the Korean War.

The piston-engined Douglas AD (later A-I) Skyraider, which could

carry heavier payloads than the more glamorous jet-powered contempo-
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its last A-1H. VA-42 continued to provide instrument training for

Skyraider pilots until March 1964, however, when it transferred out its

last multi-seat A-I E.

VA-44 'Hornets' at AS Cecil Field, Florida, which had assumed the

role of replacement training for the A4D (A-4) Skyhawk carrier-based

light attack aircraft in 1958, also tOok on AD replacement training from

Janual"y 1959 for units based in theJacksonvillearea. In February 1963,

however, the A-I secrion was established as a separate squadron, namely

VA-45 'Skyhawks'. The latter conducted training for future Skyraider

crews until 1965, when the rapidly diminishing number of Atlantic

Fleet A-l squadrons resulted in the unit eventually switching to the

T A-4F Skyhawk.

VA-I22 'Spad School' was redesignated from VA(AW)-35 on 29 June

1959 at NAS orth Island, California, when the squadron's mission was

changed from all-weather arrack to replacement training for Pacific Fleet

Sh)'raider squadrons. The squadron moved to NAS Moffett Field in July

1961 and then to NAS Lemoore, California, in JallLmy 1963. VA-122

duly trained Skyraider pilots and maintenance crews, including some for

the (South) Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF). It eventually received its fll·st

A-7A Corsair II attack aircraft in November 1966, and phased Out A-I

training the following year.

VA-125 'Rough Raiders' was a replacement training unit for Pacific

Fleet A-4 squadrons, although it also operated a few A-I E Skyraiders

for instrument training until the arrival of the two-seat TA-4F Skyhawk

in 1966.

Airborne Early Warning (VA W) squadrons that flew the EA-I E radar

early warning version and EA-I F electronic countermeasures version

conducted their own type training.

DIMINISHING LINE-UP
As previously mentioned, once the A-6 transition began, the number

of Atlantic Fleet A-I arrack squadrons rapidly declined. In the space

of two years, four (VA-35, VA-65, VA-75 and VA-85) had converted

to the A-6A. VA-35 made its final deployment with Skyraiders on board

USS Saratoga (CVA-60) to the Mediterranean in November 1964,

rerurning home in July 1965 and commencing its transition to the A-6A

the next month.

VA-I5, made its final deployment with Skyraiders on board USS

FrankLin D RooselJeft (CVA-42) to the Mediterranean in 1964 and then

switched to the A-4B Skyhawk light-attack aircraft from August 1965.

The transition ofVA-15 to the A-4B instead of the A-6A was influenced

by the pressing need for light attack units due to the rapid acceleration in

combat operations in Viernam and the greater availability of Skyhawks

at that ti me.

In the Atlantic Fleet, that left VA-176, under the command of Cdr

George D Edwards J r, as the sole A-I unit. Based at NAS Jacksonville, the

'Thunderbolts' deployed with Carrier Air Wing 10 (CVW-I 0) on board

USS Shangri-La (CVA-38) to the Mediterranean on 10 February 1965,

returningon 20 September 1965. Cdr RobertJ Martin assumed command

of the unit on 8 OctOber 1965. VA-176 would subsequently join its Pacific

Fleet sister squadrons at war in Vietnam.

I
n early 1960, as US advisory presence increased in South Vietnam,

Adm Harry D Felt, commander-in-chief of the US Pacific Fleet, said,

'By God, we're gonna put A Ds in there'. That Seprember, the first six

of25 AD-6s were sent to Bien Hoa airfield, near Saigon. A pilar/advisor,

along with six enlisted men, was assigned to help teach the VNAF how to

fly and maintain the attack bomber. The pilot was Lr Ken Moranville, the

sole individual selected from a pool of40 volunteers from ATU-30 I.

A demanding instructor, Moranville was widely recognised as being an

aggressive pi lot with a reputation for bei ng a perfection ist. H avi ng helped

train the initial cadre of six VNA F pilots qualified ro fly rhe AD-6 ar NAS

Corpus Christi, he took to the task in Saigon with relish.

'The Vietnamese were flying 'on-call' strike missions', he recalled. 'The

Viet Cong (VC) were ten·orising villages, quite often at night. Although

we didn't fly after dark, the unit launched at dawn to check out VC

positions. L-19 spotter aeroplanes flown by the VNAF were a big help.

Generally, there was one division offour A-I s airborne at all times during

the day, while another division remained on alert statLls near the runway.'

The Skyraider's typical ordnance load at Bien Hoa included two napalm

bombs, 500-lb general-purpose 'iron' bombs and 2.75-in Folding-Fin

Aerial Rockets (FFARs), normally carried in pods of 19 chambers each.

These rockets could be fired singly or in salvo.

'I remember demonstrating the AD's firepower before a group of

military leaders one day soon after arriving at Bien Hoa', said Moranville.

'I carried a full load of rockets and bombs. I tOok offand made a few runs

at a simulated target on the field. On one of the dives I simultaneously fired

eight pods full of rockets - 152 in all. They really threw up the dust. And

when the ordnance was gone I flew a loop to a landing, taxied up to the line

of VI Ps almost like an ice-skater skidding to a stOp, shut down the engine

and jumped out of the cockpit all

smiles. I couldn't help showing off

a bit, and must admit I got a kick

our of seeing the guests wirh their

jaws agape in awe of the kyraider's

capabilities.

'I n those early days the war was

pretty much a Monday rhrough

Friday, daytime only, conflict.

This was SOrt of an unwritten

agreement between the opposi ng

forces, perhaps because the partici­

pants had been at each others'

th roats for years, and there was no

end in sight to the fighting, or

resolution of the differences that

stOod between them.'

Although of poor quality, this rare

photograph, taken at NAS Corpus

Christi in mid-1960, show the first

six pilots to be qualified to fly the

AD-6, along with their US Navy

instructor Lt Ken Moranville

IKE Moranville)
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One day in November 1960, six Skyraiders and six F8F Bearcats (also

flown by the VNAF) bunched in a hurry ro prevenr being overrun by an

approaching, company-sized column of soldiers who intended ro seize

the airheld. They were elemenrs of a coup d'etat arrempt ro OUSt Sourh

Viernamese President Ngo Dinh Diem. As a dialogue continued berween

a general leading the column and a major representing the airheld units,

the CO of the squadron dove at the column, flying his Bearcat low over

the area between the head of the column and the gate ro the base. He

released a napalm bomb that scarrered the column. He was followed by

other Bearcats and the Skyraiders, swooping down and threatening the

column primarily with the hearty roar of their engines and the ordnance

on their pylons. Amazingly, this show oFForce worked.

As Moranville described it, 'It's hard ro believe, but in the momenrs

that followed, those troops were herded inro a compound on the base by

the Skyraiders and Bearcats ci rcl ing overhead. Apparen rly, the sigh t of the

heavily armed aeroplanes convinced the general ro capitulate, I have ro

believe that that was the hrst, and probably only, time the Skyraider and

the Bearcat were used like cowboys rounding up carrie inro a corral'.

The coup failed, and Presidenr Diem r'emained in ofhce, only ro be

assassinated three years later.

Later, flying a Bearcat, the CO of the unit Moranville was training

crashed and was killed during a napalm arrack on the Vc. When the

squadron located the wreckage, it appeared that one of the Bearcat's wings

had been blown offin flighr. Incredibly, a charred bazooka was found in the

debris. Itwas theorised that a very brave communist soldier had srood in the

path of the low-flying Bear'cat and shot it down, before perishing himself

in the ensuing crash. 'The crash had serious repercussions amongst the

other flyers', Moranville recalled. 'The Viernamese were very superstitious

about such things, and they no longer wanred to fly Bearcats in combar.

The Skyraider became their favourite aeroplane'.

VT-30 also trained 50+ VNAF Skyraider pilots at Corpus Christi in

the early I%Os following the delivery of additional A-I s ro the VNAF as

the conflict escalated in its ferocity. Eventually, it was decided ro conduct

all train ing in South Viernam, and th is led to VA-125 detach ing hal f ofi tS

personnel and 13 A-I H/Js to Bien Hoa. I(nown as Detachmenr Zulu, it

began training VNAF pilots and maintenance crews on 24 April 1964,

and remained in-country until 30 November. The detachmenr later flew

dual-conrrol A-I Es assigned ro the VNA F.

Det Zulu initially trained VNAF pilots with the 33 A-I s that were

present in South Vietnam, but am'ition during its assignment meant that

only 19 remained in-country by the time the detachment departed.

Meanwhile, back at NAS Alameda, VA-I 52 (led by Cdr H F Gernert)

transferred from CVW-15 ro CVW-16 on I Ocrober 1964 in preparation

for its deploymenr on board USS Oriskfln), (CVA-34).

PRO ECT WATERGLASS
The hrst S Navy Skyraider squadron ro deploy ro South Vietnam was

not an arrack squadron but a detachment from Airborne Early Warning

Squadron 13 (VA W- 13). Its AD-5Q (EA-I F) electron ic countermeasures

aircraft found themselves employed not in jamming hostile radars but in

an unfamiliar role as night inrerceprors.

An EA·1F of VAW-13 Det 1 is seen

between sorties at NAS Cubi Point

on 4 February 1963. The four·seat

electronic countermeasures version

was known variously as the 'Queer

Spad', 'Electric Spad', 'Fat Spad'

or 'Left-Handed Spad', the latter

because it had only one set of flight

controls in the front cockpit. Det 1

supplied the cannon-armed EA-1Fs

that flew night intercept patrols in

northern South Vietnam during

Operation Water Glass in 1962-63

(US Navy via Wayne Mutza
collection)

In Mar'ch 1962, reports of low-flying aircraft enrering South Vietnamese

airspace at night near the city ofPleiku, in the cenrral highlands, prompted

fears that the Viet Cong were receiving supplies via clandestine flights involv­

ingai rcraft such as the AN-2 'Colt' biplane. TheJoint Chiefs ofStaffordered

the US Navy and SAF ro idenrify which aircraft could best counter the

low flyers. The larrer selected the F-I 02 Delta Dagger jet intercepror. The

US Navy chose an aircraft from the other end of the speed spectrum - the

slow-moving A D-5Q.

This choice was more grounded in wisdom than might at hrst be

assumed. Ten years earlier, the Marine Corps had successfully used radar­

equipped Skyraiders in night intercepts over Korea. Although the US

Navy had phased out its night-arrack AD-5 sin 1959, the AD-5Qs were

converted from AD-5 s. Firred with ground-mapping APS-31 and air­

intercept APS-19 radars, they were ideal for the night intercepror role.

In May 1%2, VA W-13 had three AD-5Q detachments deployed in

the Western Pacihc on board USS Hancock (CVA-19), USS Lexington
(CVA-16) and USS Com! Sea (CVA-43). Seventh Fleet commander Vice

Adm William A Schoech objected ro the detachment of these aircraft

ro South Vietnam, as they were the only electronic jamming platforms

then available ro the carrier air wings. However, Adm John H Sides,

Com mander-in-Chief, US Pacihc Fleet, deferring ro the urgency of the

requirement, overruled Schoech's objection and ordered the deploymenr

of AD-5Qs ro South Vietnam under the project name W1flterg!flss.
On 7 May 1%2, Schoech duly ordered VAW-13 ro establish

Detachment 1 at AS Cubi Poinr, in the Philippines. Six AD-5Qs from

Hflncock and Cora! Sea were sent ashore ro Cubi ro begin training with

USAF GCI (ground-controlled intercept) radar. Det One was ready for

deploymen t in-coun try by June. Sides proposed that th ree ai rcraft be

based at Pleiku, but the com mander of US Mil itary Assistance Com mand

Vietnam decided ro send the aircraft ro Tan Son Nhur.

After an F-102 detachmenr completed its hrst deployment (Project

Candy Machine), VA W-13 Det I sent three AD-5Qs-commanded by Lt

\'(Iallace A Shelton - to Tan Son hut on 10 August. The ai rcraft were ht­

ted with four M3 20 mm cannon- rwo per wing- that were not normally

installed in peaceti me. The cannon were also h rred with flash suppressors.

Soon, hve crews were in place, beginning a rotation of three crews on

alert, one performing administrative duties and one offdury.

US interceprors were authorised

ro down hostile aircraft over South

Viernam. Det 1 performed 399

practice intercepts, of which 366

were deemed successful. Although

no hostile aircraft were encounrered

by the time Det I returned ro Cubi

Poi nton 2 I September 1962 (when

relieved by an F-102 detachment),

it was considered a success. Adm H

D Felt, Commander-in-Chief, US

Pacihc Command, stated;

'The EA-I F (AD-5Q) has proven

ro be highly suitable ro the air
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defence mission in rhe Republic of Vi ernam. Ir has demonsrrated a high

intercepr probabiliry (consisrenrly above 90 per cenr); ir has flighr

performance characterisrics comparible wirh pursuir and idenriflcarion of

slow rargers; and ir is equipped wirh four 20 mm cannon rhar can be fired

accurarely using (onboard) radar or visual sighr. Ir can be effectively used

on combar air parrol missions, and can be deployed ro ail·flelds wirh
minimum supporr faciliries and shorr runways.'

VA W-13 Der I rerurned ro Tan Son Nhur on 3 January 1963 for a

second Waterglassdeploymenr rhar lasred unril ]7 February 1963. A third

derachmenr was scheduled ro relieve a Candy Machine deploymenr on

1 May, bur it was cancelled by Sides afrer Vice Adm Thomas H Moorer,

now Commander, US Sevenrh Fleer, objecred ro Waterglass. Like his

predecessor Adm Schoech, Moorer srared rhar rhese derachmenrs placed

a srrain on resources, and rhey deprived rhe fleet of electronic warfare

rraining and readiness rhar were virally needed in view of the increasing

Sovier rhrear in the region. Also ciring rhe facr that no hosrile aircrafr had

been derecred ro dare, he recommended rermination of Waterglass.

Felr, however, continued ro consider rhe requiremenr for inrerceprors

ro be valid, and eased Moorer's concerns by adding twO more EA-I Fs ro

Det ], bring rhe roral number of aircrafr in the derachmenr ro seven.

Vlatoglass/Candy Machine deploymenrs resumed on a random basis in

Seprember 1963. F-102s deployed in Ocrober for rwo weeks, and

VAW-13 Det I senr an EA-IF derachmenr ro Tan Son hur in

November for a week for what proved ro be the Iasr Waterglass operarion.

YANKEE TEAM AND PIERCE ARROW
On 2 August 1964, rhe atrack by Norrh Viernamese Navy patrol boars on

rhe desrroyer USS Maddox (00-73\) in rhe Tonkin Gulf precipirared

rhe flrsr combat strikes of rhe Viernam War for US Navy Skyraiders. Ir

was rhe beginning of whar was ro become almost four years of inrense
acrion for A-] units over Sourheasr Asia.

VA-52 'Knighrridel·s', under the command of Cdr George H Edmund­

son, was on a routine deploymenr wirh CVW-5 on board USS Ticonderoga

(CVA-14) when ir was called on ro commence flying missions in supporr of

Yankee Team operarions. The latter, which began on 19 May 1964, was a

reconnaissance operarion conducred by USAF IZF-I 0 1 Voodoos and US

avy RF-8 Crusaders at low-level over orrh Viernamese infllrration

routes in Laos. This operarion had already incurred losses, for on 6 June a

VFP-63 RF-8A from USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-63) had been downed over
Laos. !)ilor Lr Charles F Klusmann was caprured, bur he escaped twO

monrhs larer. The nexr day, an escorring F-8D was downed, alrhough pilor

Cdr Doyle W Lynn was rescued.

From] July rhrough ro ] Augusr, rhe 'Knighrriders' flew 157 Yankee

Team sorries rhat included weather reconnaissance, rescue combar air
parrol (RESCAP) and acrual search and rescue (SAR) missions.

VA-145, deployed wirh CVW-14 on board USS Consteffation

(CVA-64), joined in Yankee Team operarions in June. From rhar monrh

unril January 1965, rhe 'Swordsmen' - under rhe leadership of Cdr H A
Hoy - also flew RESCA Ps over Sourh Viernam and Laos.

The 2 Augusr Tonkin Gulf incidenr menrioned earlier, in which rhree

Norrh Viernamese Swatow-c1ass parrol boars arracked rhe Maddox, added

Lt Cdr Lawrence Brumbaugh climbs

into the cockpit of a VA-52 A- 1H on

board Ticonderoga on 13 August

1964, eight days after the

commencement of Operation

Pierce Arrow- the retaliatory

strikes against North Vietnam

following the Tonkin Gulf incidents.

VA-52 lost no aircraft in the raids.

The 'Knightriders' would return to

the Tonkin Gulf the following year,

again on board Ticonderoga, for

intensive operations in Operation

Rolling Thunder IUS Navy/PH3 R L

White)

Two A-1Hs from fly near their ship,

USS Constellation ICVA-641, in the

Tonkin Gulf on 12 August 1964­

exactly a week after the squadron's

ill fated strikes against North

Vietnamese targets on 5 August.

The latter were made in retaliation

for the 2 August attack and

4 August perceived attack on

US Navy destroyers by North

Vietnamese torpedo boats. VA-145

pilot Ltljg) Richard Sather was shot

down and killed during the strikes,

thus becoming the first naval

avaitor to be lost in action in

the Vietnam War. This combat

deployment was Constellation'S

only one with an A-1 attack

squadron embarked. The aircraft

leading this section (BuNo 139662)

was subsequently issued to the

VNAF after its retirement from US

Navy service IUS Navy via Robert

F Dorr collection)

unexpecred exciremenr ro already
rense Yankee Team operarions. The

rh ree Swatows were damaged by

20 mm cannon fire from four of

CVW-5's F-8Es. A second 'arrack'

on rhe nighr of 4 Augusr - which

turned our ro have been imagined by

the rense crews of rhe dew'oyers ­

met wirh a response launched from

Ticonderoga, and included Cdr

Edmundson and his wingman, Lt

Jere A Barron, from VA-52. Using

flares, rhey invesrigared rhe radar

conracrs reporred rhroughour rhe

incidenr by Maddox and USS

Turner joy (00-951), bur sigh red

no parrol boars,

The 4 Augusr perceived incidenr,

however, convinced Presidenr Lyndon BJohnson ro authorise reraliarory

srrikes. Operarion Pierce Arrow was ordered, and VA-52 - which had
flown 44 sorries in support of' De Soro' parrols berween 2 and4 Augusr­

launched inro war on 5 Augusr. The 'Knighrriders" four reraliarory

sorries, led by execurive officer (XO) Cdr Lee T McAdams, orbired rhe

carrier for an hour before heading ro rhe Norrh Viernamese coasr. The

arrackers were credired wirh desrroying 90 per cenr of the pen'oleum

srorage faciliries ar rhe port ofVinh wirhour loss or damage ro rhemselves.
VA-145 was nor so forrunare, CVA-64 launched irs rwo srrike waves

from a longer range as ir raced from a porr call in I-long Kong, Cdr Melvin

o Blixr, who rook command of rhe 'Swordsmen' rhe day afrer rhe 2

Augusr arrack, led a division ofA-I sin rhe Pierce Arrow srrike againsr rhe

parrol boar base ar Hon Gay, A second srrike wave, along wirh A-4Cs

from VA-144, arracked five parrol boars near Lach Chao esruary and

Hong Me Island. Two vessels were hir, bur rwo VA-145 aircrafr were

struck by anri-aircrafr arrilby (AAA) and rhe one flown by Lr(jg) Richard
C Sarher crashed inro rhe warer rwo miles offshore. He had been

arracking rwo Swatows ncar Lach Thuong ar rhe rime, and perished when

his A-I hir rhe sea. Sarher had become rhe flrsr US naval aviaror ro be

killed as a resulr ofenemy acrion during rhe Viernam War.

The wreckage of rhe Skyraider (BuNo 139760) came [Q rest in warer

shallow enough for salvage, and his body was recovered by rhe Norrh

Viernamese and rerurned [Q rhe Unired Srares afrer rhe war.

VA-52 conrinued Yankee Team operarions rhrough ro 14 Augusr, and

CVA-14 remained off Sourh Viernam unril 31 Augusr. When the vessel

rerurned ro rhe area on 5 Ocrober, VA-52 flew an addirional 104 sorries

in supporr of Yankee Team up unril the 29rh of rhe mOll[h, followed by

47 in November, before rhe ship headed home on rhe 27rh. VA-145

I'ermned home on 1 February 1965, only days before rhe second round of

combar operarions againsr Norrh Viernam (Flaming Dart) commenced,

Also participaring in Yankee Team was VA-196 'Main Batrery', led by

Cdr J R Driscoll. The unir was flying from the deck of USS Bon Homme

Richard (CVA-31) as parr ofCVW-19 at the time, rhe 'Bonny Dick'

Z
-i
o

<
m
-i
Z
l>
5:

13



AND STEEL TIGER

15

VA-215 A-1H BuNo 137628 taxis by

F-8 Crusaders on the flightdeck of

USS Hancock (CVA-19) on 29 March

1965 prior to launching on a combat

mission over North Vietnam in

support of Operation Rolling

Thunder. The aircraft is heavily

armed with eight 250-lb Mk 81

low-drag general-purpose bombs

and four Aero 7D 19-shot 2.75-inch

rocket launchers. On its first of three

Skyraider deployments to Vietnam,

VA-215 lost five aircraft in aerial

action and had seven more written

off as a result of combat damage.

This particular aircraft survived

the cruise, however (US Navy

via Wayne Mutza collection)

ROLLING THUNDER

O
n 19 February 1965, following escalating VC attacks and North

Vietnamese intransigence, President Johnson approved Opera­

tion Rolling Thunder - the gradually escalating air campaign

designed ro force North Viernam ro abandon irs invasion of the south.

The S Navy was ro playa major parr in Rolling Thunder, wirh CVW-9

participating in the first carrier-based strike of the campaign on 15

March. VA-95 was involved in this mission (it would take part in three

Rolling Thllnderstri kes prior ro CV-61 headi ng home on 12 Apri I), wh ich

targeted an munitions depot in Phu Qui. The unit also suffered the only

combat fatality of the operation when Lt(jg) Charles F Clydesdale hit the

water and was killed after his A-I H (BuNo 135375) was struck by AAA.

On 9 April the unit struck rhe Tam Da railway bridge, destroying it

during the course of rwo missions flown rhat day. Twenty-four hours

larer, VA-95 also downed the Kim Kuong Highway bridge on Route 8.

VA-215, led by Cdr Robert C Hessom since I March, was also engaged

in combat operations from Hancock during this period. The unit flew

a number of Alpha strikes as part of CVW-21, and also conducted

day/night armed reconnaissance sorties and supported rescue missions.

The 'Barn Owls' suffered significant losses during the deployment,

with Lt(jg) C E Gudmunson's A-I H (Bu 0 139790) being the first

combat casualty for CVW-21 on cruise. One of70 aircraft participating

in the US Navy's second Rolling Thunder strike, the Skyraider was hit

during the pilot's sixth pass on the r·adar site at Ha Tinh on 26 March.

Gudmullsoll managed ro coax his baltered aircraft to within five miles of

the US base at Da Nang, and duly

survived a crash-landing.

Squadron mate Lt(jg) Gerald W

McKinley was nOt so lucky five days

bter, however, when 60 US Navy
aircraft rerurned ro the coastal radar

sites at Vinh Son and Cap M ui Ron.

McKinley per·ished when his A-I H

(BuNo 137584) was downed by

AAA on his second low-level pass.

Lt Cdr James J Evans was shot

down (in BuNo 139721) on 2 April

during an armed reconnaissance

mission of the Ho Chi Minh Trail

north of the Laotian rown of Ban

Muong Sen. Listed as m issi ng,

BARREL ROLL AND FLAMING DART
Yankee Team operations came ro a halt in November 1964 after twO USAF

jets (an F-I 00 and an RF-I 0 I) were downed over Laos. Retaliarory strikes

recommended by the Commander-in-Chief, US Pacific Command

(C1NCPAC) were not approved. However, the Joint Chiefs of Staff

proposed, and President Joh nson approved, a new strike and armed recon­

naissance programme over southern Laos. The campaign, codenamed

Operation Barrel Roll, began on 14 December 1964, and F-8s flew the US

Navy's first strikes on 17 December. The primary inrention of Barrel Roll
was ro pressure the Norrh Vietnamese inro ceasing their activities in Laos,

but the operation failed because the communists merely considered it a

conrinuation of Yankee Team.
VA-215 'Barn Owls', under the command ofCdr Donald E Brubaker,

deployed with CVW-21 on board USS Hancock (CVA-2!) on 21

October 1964 and joined in the Barrel Roll strikes from 28 December.

The US leadership decided ro intensify Barrel Roll in January 1965.

The US Navy's resumption ofoperations in-theatre began inauspiciously

on 15 January when A-I H pilots attracted ro campfires struck Ban Tang

Vai village in southern Laos after straying some 25 miles off course from

their intended target. Four villagers were wounded in the strike that

destroyed five houses and damaged seven granaries. US ambassador

ro Laos William Sullivan temporarily suspended night attacks, and

C1NCPAC tightened the strike rules ro 'unmistakable military activity'.

On 7 February 1965, VC sappers

attacked the barracks of US advisers

in Pleiku, killing eight Americans

and wounding 104. Presidenr

Johnson ordered retaliarory strikes

against North Vietnam, and as part

of Operation Flaming Dart I,
VA-95 and VA-215 participated in

these missions. A second VC attack

on an American barracks at Qui

Nhon rook place on 10 February,

precipitating Flaming Dart II the

following day. in this operation,

VA-95 struck the Chanh Hoa

barracks near Dong Hoi. All out

war between US forces in the region

and the North Vietnamese now

seemed inevi table.

having deployed in January J 964. The vessel had operated in the Jndian

Ocean for much of its cruise, and was not on hand for the Pierce Arrow
strikes. However, upon returning ro the South China Sea, VA-196 flew

Yankee Team missions from 31 August through ro 8 Ocrober 1964.

On the day of the Pierce Arrow strikes, USS Ranger (CVA-61) departed

California, bound for the South China Sea. Deploying with CVW-9 were

the 'Green Lizards' of VA-95. Led by Cdr Dwight E DeCamp, it

commenced Yankee Team operations in November 1964, providing

RESCAP for phoro-reconnaissance missions and striking targets in Laos.

Deckcrewmen perform checks on

the landing gear and external fuel

tank of a VA-95 A-1 aboard Ranger

in the Tonkin Gulf on 24 March

1965 as the 'Spad' is readied for

launchVA-95 participated in the first

strikes of the Flaming Dart and

Rolling Thunder campaigns against

North Vietnam. The 1964-65 cruise

aboard CVA-61 was the only

Skyraider deployment made by the

'Green Lizards' to Vietnam IUS Navy

via Robert F Dorr collection)
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Evans' skeletal remains were handed over to the US government by the

North Viernamese in ovember 1971 and identiFIed two years later.

Lt(jg) James P Shea died on the night of 19/20 April during an armed

reconnaissance mission when his A-I H (BuNo 139818) hit the ground

whilst attacking a truck convoy near Phu Qui, 30 miles north of the

Demilitarised Zone (DMZ). Finally, on 27 April the A-I H (Bu 0

137545) flown by Lt(jg) S B Wilkes was hit in the POrt wing several miles

south of the Mu Gia Pass in Laos. Despite the damaged wing catching

FIre, the young pilot managed to fly the Skyraider across Laos and into

Thailand. Heading For Nakhon Phanom AB, Wilkes was Forced to bale

out just twO miles short of the airFIeld.

In addition to these FIve losses, seven A-I s From VA-215 returned to

CVA-19 with varying degrees ofcombat damage during the deployment.

STEEL TIGER
The limited impact of Barrel Roll caused a re-evaluation of the air

campaign over Laos. With Rolling Thunder underway, PresidentJohnson

also approved a new intensive air campaign codenamed Operation Steel
Tiger, which supplanted Barrel Roll in southern Laos - Barrel Roll
continued in northern Laos, however. CI CPAC ordered that Steel
Tiger was to commence on 3 April 1965. The S Navy's first Steel Tiger
mission was launched 48 hours later, when FIve A-I Hs (with Four F-8s For

flak suppression and combat air patrol) attacked truck routes in Laos.

This campaign would run For many years, with US Navy A-I s Frequently

assigned to strikes. It was occasionally marred by bombing errors too.

For example, on 29 September 1965, twO A-I s hit a target southeast of

Thakhek, some 30 miles From the intended target. Further errors by

USAF crews eventually resulted in a temporary suspension of Steel Tiger.
Most of VA-95's combat sorties during its time in-theatre were armed

route reconnaissance flights in support ofSteel Tlgerand Barrel Roll, as well

as R.ESCAP missions. Indeed, the unit suFFered its second, and last, combat

Fatality on cruise during a Steel Tiger armed reconnaissance mission on II

April 1965. Lt(jg) William E Swanson died when his A-I H (BuNo

135226) was stuck by AAA east of Ben Senphan. Accol'ding ro Swanson's

wingman, his A-I was hit and began to trail smoke as it lost height and

crashed into the jungle canopy. The pilot may have been wounded, For he

did not acknowledge calls made on

the radio by his wingman, or attempt

ro bale out.

Ranger leFt the line the Following

day, raking VA-95 home From its

only A-I deployment of the war.

The unit had flown 800+ combat

sorties over Southeast Asia and

dropped in excess oF659,000 Ibs of

ordnanceata costoFtwo A-I Hsand

their pilots. The 'Green Lizards' leFt

its A-Is at Cubi Point For eventual

transFer ro the V AF and began

transitioning ro the A-4 B Skyhawk

at NAS Lemoore in July 1965.

An ordnanceman checks the
payload of a VA-95 A-1 on board
Ranger on 24 March 1965. This view
of the starboard wing shows two
M3 20 mm cannon, three Aero 7D
19-shot 2.75-inch rocket launchers
and three Mk 24 illumination flares
(US Navy/PH1 Moesser!

An unnamed VA-165 pilot examines
the flak-damaged starboard wing
flap of his A-1 on the deck of CVA-43
following a Rolling Thunder strike
on 2 April 1965. The pilot is wearing
his 'Mae West' life preserver and
a pistol belt with a bandolier of
bullets IUS Navy via Robert

F Dorr collection)

VA-165 'Boomers', having

replaced VA-152 within CVW-15

during the latter squadron's 1964

training detachment in South Viet­

nam, deployed with the air wing

on board Coral Sea on 7 December

1964 For what would prove to be the

longest carrier cru ise of the Vietnam

War. The vessel would nOt return to

Alameda until I November 1965.

The 'Boomers', under the com­

mand of Cdr R E Chamberlain

(succeeded by Cdr A K Knoizen)

saw considerable action in the

Rolling Thunder strikes on North

Vietnam in 1965, although the unit

was spared the heavy losses of

VA-215. In Fact, it lost only two air­

craFt and one pilot during 167 days on the line. The FIrst of these was shot

down on 13 August (the second day oFits FIFth on-line period) when Lt R

J Hyland's A-I H (BuNo 139772) became the 15th aircraFt From

CVW-15 ro be lost in combat on cruise.

Participating in an armed reconnaissance mission over the southerly

provinces of North Vietnam, Hyland's Formation attacked a group of

trucks parked ten miles south of Vinh. H is A-I H was severely damaged

by ground FIre as he bombed the vehicles, bur again, the ruggedness of the

Skyraider allowed Hyland to nurse his ailing aircraFt some FIve miles out

over the Tonkin GulF beFore he rook ro his parachute. He was quickly

rescued by a SAF H U-16B Albatross amphibian.

VA-165's only Fatal iry came du ri ng yer anorher armed reconnaissance

mission on 4 September 1965, when Lt(jg) Edward B Shaw's A-I H

(BuNo 139693) was hit by AAA on his FIrst attack run on a group of

barges in the Song Gia Hoi River, 35 miles south oFVinh.

'ELECTRIC SPADS'
VA W-13's Det I, aFter a relatively quiet period of twO years Following the

cessation of Project Waterglass in Ocrober 1963, continued ro provide

electronic countermeasures (ECM) support For carriers rotating For dury

ro the Seventh Fleet. As Flaming Dart and Rolling Thunder operations

got underway in Vietnam, Det I,

with a complement of ten EA-I Fs,

provided sub-detachments of two ro

Four aircraFt, eight ro 16 oFficers,

and 20 ro 35 enlisted personnel to

most carriers, including ships From

the Atlan tic Fleet sen t to the Ton ki n

Gulf Crews would serve with Det I

For six-month periods beFore rOtat­

ing home to Alameda.

As air operations over orth

Viernam intensiFIed, It was nOt

AVA-165 A-1 receives the launch
signal from the catapult officer on
board CVA-43. As denoted by its
modex INL 2001, this aircraft was
assigned to the commander of
CVW-15. The aircraft is unusual
in that it is equipped with a gun
camera, located between the
starboard landing gear and the
starboard inboard wing pylon. Note
also the Mk 54 350-lb depth bombs
(with ringed tail fins) on the first
outboard wing stations. These were
frequently used against land targets
(US Navy/PH3 Koennenbecker!

A-1H BuNo 134562, assigned to
VA-165, is seen here parked on
an apron at a base in CONUS on
16 October 1964. The aircraft was
assigned to Ltljgl Edward BShaw,
who was shot down and killed over
North Vietnam in another A-1
on 5 September 1965 while flying
a mission from CVA-43 (US Navy

via William L Swisher!
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unusual for a Det I crew to launch

on a mission as a carrier was ending

a line period, and recover on a dif­

ferent carrier that had just arrived

in-theatre.

EA-I Fs normally Aew orbits off the

coastofNorrh Vietnam ataltitudesof

8000-10,000 fr. Their role usually

involved jamming the 'Whiff' and

'Fire Can' fire control radars of the

enemy's AAAsites. The 'Queer Spad'

could also jam the SA-2 'Guideline'

surface-to-air missile (SAM), but was limited in effectiveness. Two 20 mm

cannon were carried, and EA-I F crews were known to risk their valuable

aircraft to strafe watercraft.

While mosr ECM missions kept VA W-13's 'Electric Spads' out of

harm's way, one fell victim to onh Viernamese AAA on 2 June 1965.

The VAW-13 Det I aircraft from CVW-2, embarked in USS Midway

(CVA-41), had Aown toward the area to coordinate a SA R efforr for a

VA-23 A-4E pi lor who had been downed while attacking a radar site near

Thanh Hoa. The EA-I F (BuNo 132540) was hit as ir approached the

coast near Sam Son and exploded upon impacting the ground. The crew

- Lt(jg)s M 0 McMican and Gerald M Romano and AT3s William H

Amspacher and Thomas L Plants - were listed as missing and presumed

dead (their remains were recovered after the war).

VA W-13 lost a second EA-I F (BuNo 135010) a year later on 20 June

1966 when rhe aircraft suffered bridle failure whilst being launched from

Hancock. Pilot LtJohn R McDonough died in rhe ditching, but the twO

other crewmen survived. Another VA W-13 EA-I F (BuNo 132543) was

written offon 10 September 1966 when it suffered inStrumen t fai Iure and

ditched in the Tonkin Gulf after exhausting irs fuel searching for its

carrier, USS Franklin D Roosevelt (CVA-42). The crew was rescued.

Engine failure left the crew ofa VA W -13 Det lEA-I F (BuNo 133770)

wirh no option but to ditch in the

Sourh China Sea during a ferry

Aighr from NAS Cubi Point on

25 September 1967. They were

rescued.

During the Wate/glass operations

and through to 1968, the 'Zappers'

of VA W-13 conducted their own

replacement crew training. The unit

was typically equipped with about

20 EA-I Fs (including the Det I air­

craft), an A-I G (October 1963 until

January 1965) and, later, two A-I Es

(one in June 1965 and the second

four months later) for training.

VAW -13 also possessed rwo EC-I A

Traders for electronic threat simula­

tion when trai n ing sh ips.

Crewmen service a VAW-13 Det 1

EA-1 F on board a carrier in the

Tonkin Gulf. An ALT-2/7 jamming

pod can be seen beneath the folding

section of the starboard wing,

outboard of a multiple ejection

rack armed with flares. The disc

attached to the forward section of

the ALT-2/7 pod is unusual, and its

purpose is not known. This EA-1 F is

unusual for a US Navy Skyraider in

that a black exhaust mask is painted

behind the engine exhaust tubes - a

practice common on early A-1Es and

A-1Gs in USAF service IUS Navy via

Robert F Dorr collection)

A VAW-13 EA-1F recovers on board

CVA-64 on 14 September 1967 after

a combat mission in support of

strikes over North Vietnam. The fuel

dump tube can be seen extending

from the underside of the Aero 1C

external tank IUS Navy/PH2 A P

PhillippI)

'FIST OF THE
FLEET'
I n what was to become a memorable deployment, VA-25, 'Fist of the

Fleet', led by Cdr Ralph F Smith, embarked on board Midway with

CVW-2 on 6 March 1965 and departed Alameda for Vietnam. The

unit launched its first missions - RESCAP and SAR - on 10 April. Two

days later, four VA-25 A-I s engaged enemy forces during a SAR mission

over Laos, becoming rhe first Midway air crews to strike rhe enemy.

Almost daily, the 'Fist of the Fleet' launched RESCAP and road recon­

naissance missions. On 15 April it participated in the saturation bombing

of a VC stronghold in South Vietnam. The following day, Smith led a

strike that destroyed the Bai DucTho highway bridge in North Vietnam.

On the night of Easter Sunday, 18 April, twO VA-25 pilots on a road

reconnaissance mission chanced upon a long convoy of trucks sourhwest

ofVinh. Lt Cdr Harold E GI'ay Jr and Lt(jg) L 0 Woodbury made several

runs on the convoy while reponing the contact to Midway. CVW-2

launched a large strike that worked over the convoy into the next morn ing.

The scenario \Vas repeated four nights later when Gray and Woodbury

again spotted a 15-20 truck convoy.

VA-25 concentrated on road reconnaissance, road sensor 'seeding' and

RESCAP, but on 23 April it joined other CVW-2 aircraft in attacking

several bridges south of Vinh. On 28 April, a VA W-13 EA-I F detected

PT boats in a river, and five VA-25 Skyraiders pounced on the vessels with

napalm, c1ai m ing three of them sun k. The squad ron fi n ished Apri I with a

bomb and napalm strike against a supply depot south ofThanh Hoa.

On I May 1965 VA-25 began extensive operations against VC targets in

SOLllh Viernam, often under rhe direction of USAF FACs. On rhe 7th, rhe

squadron covered the amphibious

landing of US Marines at Chu Lai,

where a new ai rfleld was subse­

quently constructed. Thirteen days

later, Smith led eight A-Is in a

strike on the harbour at Vinh. The

squadron was heavily engaged in

road reconnaissance, hunting PT

boats and 'seeding' sensors in the M u

Gia Pass during this period.

Smirh was relieved by Cdr Harry

E Ettinger as CO on 24 May, and

the following day, eighr VA-25

'Spads' demolished a military bar­

racks. Shortly afterwards, a supply

depor and a PT boar were also

Two A-1Js (left! and two A-1Hs

approach their carrier, USS Midway

(CVA-41). on 19 March 1965 with

tail hooks lowered in preparation for

recovery. The ship and its embarked

air wing were en route to their first

war deployment in the Tonkin Gulf

when this photograph was taken.

VA-25 launched its first combat

mission on 10 April (US Navy
via Robert F Dorr collection)
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A-1J BuNo 142048 of VA-25 drops

a stick of 12 250-lb Mk 81 general­

purpose bombs on a Viet Cong

target northwest of Saigon in 1965

during the first Vietnam deployment

of CVW-5 and CVA-41. Early in the

conflict, it was common for carriers

arriving in-theatre to conduct

combat missions over South

Vietnam to season the pilots with

light opposition before they were

launched over North Vietnam, and

its dense air-defence network

IUS Navyl

destroyed. Four more PT boats fell

victim to VA-25 on ] June, and on

the 2nd the squadron dropped a

span of a bridge near the Mu Gia

Pass. On 4 and 5 June VA-25

'Spads' covered the successful rescue

ofa VA-22 A-4 pilot.

The 1°June strike on the Co

Dinh thermoelectric powerplant,

eight miles southwest ofThan Hoa,

resulted in VA-25's first combar

loss. The XO, Cdr William J Stod­

dard J r, led eigh r A- ]s, accom pan ied

by four A-4 flak suppressors, againsr

rhis imporranr rarget, wirh each air­

crafr maki ng twO runs. Lt(jg) James

S 'Jim' Lynne scored a direct hir with a 2000-lb bomb rhar demolished

the primary building. However, Lr(jg) Carl L Doughrie, who had been

with the squadron only two weeks, died when his 'Spad' (BuNo 137521)

hir a nearby hillside when it failed to pull out of its second dive-bombing

attack. Dough rie's remai ns were recovered in 1997 by a J oi nr Task Force

- Full Accounting UTF-FA) investigarion ream.

A rourine of road reconnaissance and RESCAP missions - as well as

one eight-A-I srrike - followed in rhe days that led up ro one of the

Skyraider's greatest feats.

On 20 June, an F-l 05 pilot was downed by orrh Vietnamese AAA in

the vicinity ofDien Bien Phu. Midwflyand CVW-2 were takinga I'are day

off, bur the dury (RESCAP) from VA-25 was standing by, their

Skyraiders ar rhe ready. Shortly afrer receiving notification that there was

a downed flyer in enemy rerritory, Lt Cdr Ed Greathouse and wingman

Lt(jg) Jim Lynne, comprising the flm section, and Lt C1intJohnson and

Lr(jg) Charlie Hartman in the second, took to the skies, each carrying a

typical RESCAP ordnance load - four 19-shor cylindrical pods of 2.75­

in FFARs under rhe wings and full magazines of 20 mm cannon rounds.

Grearhouse and his division went 'feer dry' flying at 10,000 ft, remaining

1000 ft beneath a lid of stratus cloud cover. The] O,OOO-ft heighr was con­

sidered reasonably safe in 1965, bur a year later North Vietnam's expanding

SAM rhrear would make thar alritude toO precarious. With visibility provi ng

to be excellenr, Greathouse di rected the flight to adopt a 'com bar spread'. He

signalled the separate sections to move away from each orher and fly parallel

to his course, thus enhancing the fomlation's ability to manoeuvre and still

mainrain an effecrive lookout doctrine.

As rhey proceeded, rhe 'Spad' pilors were momentarily shaken by a

transm ission from a radar conrroller ina destroyer off the coast. '''Canasta''

(VA-25's call-sign). There are bandits in rhe air'. Ar rhis poinr rhe A-I s

were 50 miles norrhwesr of Thanh Hoa, some 90 miles south of Hanoi.

The conrroller radioed again. 'They are at your "six o'clock", at four miles.

There are twO of rhem, and the blips are merging together'.

Hartman recalled after rhe flighr, 'Ir was afrer that call thar I looked

behind us and saw them. As rhe No 4 man, I was on Johnson's wing on

the righr flank of the formarion. They were offset about one mile to the

left, flyingstraighrand level atabout

10,500 ft. I don't mind relling you

rhat my heart was really pumping. I

was srunned. You don't see enemy

flghrers every day in your life. Bur

rhere they were, a pair of silver

MiG-17s heading roughly in rhe

same direcrion thar we were'.

Johnson, meanwhile, had losr

his radios. Greathouse remembered,

The MiGs were in I'ighr echelon. I

believe they passed without seeing

us. Jim Lynne and I sporred them ar

about our "seven" or "eight o'clock"

and watched them conrinue on.

Inirially, I rhoughr they might be

headed toward anorher flighr of"Spads" from VA-] 96, which was operating

in rhe area ahead ofus, bur when rhe M iGs were abour one-and-a-half ro two

miles ahead, rhey executed a rapid reversal roward my section.

'My guess is they didn't spor us ar first because we were just below the

overcast. Their radar operaror on rhe ground probably realised rhat the

M iGs had overshot. Their reversal was very likely a response to a call from

their conrroller. I transmitted "Heads Up" to the flight as they rurned.'

Hartman continues, The familiar story of the No 4 man being the first to

be downed on an initial arrack raced rhrough my mind'. He was referring to

tales of unseen fighters surprising a formarion and knocking down its 'tail­

end chari ie' fI rst. But in th is case, after rhe M iGs tumed, all the ai rcraft were

confron ting each other di rectly. The flghr was abour to commence. 'The two

e1emenrs were approaching each other at a closing speed of 600 knots. The

pilots' adrenalin was really pumping now. Grearhouse, seeing the M iGs tum

toward rhe Skyraiders, radioed an explerive. Then, instinctively, the A-I s

execured splir-S manoeuvres, diving for the trees.

The MiGs and the Skyraiders were now in a valley between twO

ridgelines thar were nearly 2000 ft high. The landscape was hilly and

inrerrupred by limestone peaks, called karsts, which poked up noticeably

from rhe ground. A river ran through the valley, and the A-I pilots began

following it, staying below 500 ft and occasionally dipping to 50 fr above

rhe rreetops. They were in 'rheir environment', down low and slow,

compared to rhe high-speed, high-alritude world of fasr moving jet'S.

Importantly, jets consumed much larger amounts offuel at low altitudes,

and this facror could serve to dim'act the MiG pilots somewhat.

When one of rhe MiGs seemed to be rracking directly toward

Harrman's aircraft, Greathouse ordered the 'Spads' to release rheir 300­

gallon drop tanks. For Hartman, this order was a real blessing, for as he

punched offrhe tanks his Skyraidel'leapr seemingly straighr up in the air

from rhe sudden loss of weigh t just as bullers from rhe approach ing MiG,

idenrifled by tracer rounds, ripped rhrough rhe sky exactly where he had

been an instanr before. Johnson, seeing the ranks drop and rhe rracer

rounds, thoughr for a momenr rhat Harrman had been hit.

Inexplicably, the MiG that had jusr fired ar Harrman sped by rhe two

Skyraiders and execured a sharp rurn toward rhe norrh as if he were

The four pilots of the VA-25 division

that encountered two MiG-17

interceptors of the Vietnamese

People's Air Force on 20 June 1965

over North Vietnam and downed

one of them strike a celebratory

pose in the 'Fist of the Fleet' ready

room on board Midway. They are,

from left to right, Ltljgl Jimmy S

Lynne, Lt Cdr Edwin A Greathouse,

Lt Clinton B Johnson and LtljgJ

Charlie W Hartman
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VA-25's A-1H BuNo 139768 rests on

the NAS Lemoore apron post-cruise.

This aircraft was flown by Lt Clint

Johnson on his MiG-killing mission

of 20 June 1965. A MiG-17 silhouette

and numerous mission markings

can just be seen below the cockpit.

IUS Navy via National Museum of

Naval Aviation/Wayne Mutza

collectionl

depal-ting the area. The 'Spad' drivers figured he might be I"LInning out of

fuel. At th is poi n t, Hartman and Joh nson were on the northern side of the

formation, with Greathouse and Lynne near a karst to the south, jinking

aggressively as the other MiG pursued them. The Skyraiders were 'buck­

eting' along at 225 knots, which was considered to be a very high cruise

speed for the propeller-dl-iven attack aeroplane, especially at low altitude.

The next few seconds were as critical as they were confusing. Hartman

said it 'was like being in a mixmaster. There was a swirling fight involving

fou r or five full-ci rcle tu rns, with us tryi ng to ei ther stay out of the MiG's

sights or get a shot at him. The MiG pulled up after the fifth circle. He

then rolled sharply to rhe left in order to ger into position for a head-on

pass at Greathouse and Lynne. As he sped toward them, Johnson and I

had a head-on shot at the MiG. We both fired our cannons'. A post-flight

check indicated that Hartman fired about 90 rounds and Johnson 50.

Hartman added, 'I saw the MiG's canopy shatrer as the shells struck

both it and the fuselage, but the jet kept coming toward us, trailing a thin

plume of flame and smoke. Its pilot was probably incapacitared, because

the MiG flew between Johnson and I pretty much straight and level'.

Then, surprisi ngly, the jet fell offon its wing and slammed into the ridge.

A red-and-black fireball erupted where the MiG had been. The fighter's

partner was last seen disappearing iIltO the distance. 'The whole affai r lasted

about three minutes', Hartman recalled. 'We joined up, excited as hell, and

headed back to the ship. It was dark when we landed'.

Ir is Hartman's belief that when the MiG made his tight turn to gain a

shot at Greathouse and Lyn ne, he ei thel·lost sigh t ofor forgot abour Joh n­

son and himself. It was a rarity for a propeller driven aircraft to 'bag' a jet.

The team concept paid huge dividends for this quartet of'Spad' drivers.

I-Iartman and Joh nson were awarded Silver Stars for thei r ach ievemellt,

while Greathouse and Lynne received Disringuished Flying Crosses

(DFCs). Greathouse cominued his US Navy career, retiring as a captain.

Hartman retired as a commander. Johnson subsequently became an

airline pilor while Lynne lost his life in an aeroplane crash in Indonesia in

the late 1970s while performing his duties as a flying missionary.

RESCAPs AND SARs
As VA-25 continued its heavy schedule of operations, the unit lost

another aircraft on 24 June. Returning from a combat mission, the A-I H

(BuNo 137523) of Lt Cdr R L

Bacon suffered an engine failure and

the pilot was forced to ditch - he

was rescued by a U H-2 flown by

CVW-2's H U-I Det A. Despite

having lost two Skyraiders in [\·vo

weeks, VA-25 maintained its pun­

ishing mission schedule. The unit

finished its second line period on 27

June by bombing a mountainside

that slid across a key road, blocking

it with tons of debris. Upon return­

ing ro Yankee Station (the central

location for carner operations

against North Vietnam) on 23 July, VA-25 destroyed four bridges. But

RESCAP missions dominated the war for the 'Fist'. On 24 July, Lt(jg)

Nick Daramus, who was new to the unit, was assigned as a wingman on a

two-aeroplane RESCAP flight that was to be led by Lt Abe Abrahamson.

Ot long afrer they were airborne, a USAF rescue coordination aircraft,

call-sign 'Crown Alpha', summoned the Skyraiders to provide help for an

F- I05 pi lot who had ejected from his jet after bei ng h it by AAA ovc!" Laos.

Despite the area being blanketed by thunderstorms, with clouds rising

to 12,000 ft, Abrahamson adroitly led the flight down beneath the clouds

that had created a meteorological 'lid' 800 ft above the landscape. The

A-I s were now over a thickly forested expanse surrounded by hills.

'We located the survivor, although it took quite a while, even though

he helped by transmitting to us on his survival radio', Daramus said.

'There's nmhing quite so small and undetectable as a human being in the

jungle. Abe and I had difficulty keeping each other in sight because of

extremely poor visibility, and the need to keep a wary eye on the terrain.

It wouldn't do to smash into one of those hills'.

The undergrowth over which the Skyraiders were flying was thick, but

not vel·y high. It featured tall grass and banana plants, with their sizeable

leaves. The flyers located the pilot, who was hiding beneath one of the

banana plants. That achieved, the A-I s moved out to the west to join the

inbound helicopter, and then rewrned to the scene for the pick-up. AJI

things considered, collecting the downed pilot was routine. There was

ground fire, but it was intermittent, and quickly silenced by the Skyraider

pilots using 2.75-in FFARs in conjunction with the 20 mm cannons.

'Abe and I were abour to escort rhe chopper out of the danger zone',

Daramus said, 'when "Crown Alpha" norifled us that an Intruder had just

been bagged (through the premature deronarion of its Mk 82 bombs).

Our helo pilot radioed his thanks and said, "We can find our way home

okay. Don'r worry about us". So we departed for the A-6 crew - a pilot and

bombardier-navigator (BN), down in an area which my charts verified was

noted for heavy concentrations of AAA and small arms fire. It was a place

to be avoided whenever possible. Today it wouldn't be possible'.

Picking rheir way through clouds and the hilly landscape, the 'Spad'

pilots encountered AAA but remained unscathed. The A-6 crew had

landed in a clearing characterised by rice paddies in neat square-shaped

patterns. The paddies seemed to be about [\VO miles in width. The pi lor

was thought to be hiding amidst a cluster ofsmall trees at the cenrre of rhe

clearing, while the B was in amongst large trees along the edge of it.

The A-I pilots established radio communications with the survivors

and figured our that the pilot and BN were nearly half-a-mile from each

other. The pilot seemed to be in good physical condition, but the B had

a leg injury that inhibited his ability to move. Enemy ground trOOps were

then sighted heading in the direction of the downed flyers.

'We were trying to pinpoint the survivors' locations by radio', Daramus

cominued. 'Had they used signal flares, they would have been like bright

arrows pointing at their precise positions. The survivors caJled out

movements of the troops. Abe, meanwhile, was trying to transmit their

location to "Crown Alpha" so that a helo could be summoned. We didn't

know ir right away, but lWO Marine Corps "whirlybirds", based somewhere

in South Vietnam, were on the way.
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'Ar rhe same rime, Abe and I made coordinared rocker and srraflng

runs, covering each orher from ground fire, and rrying ro hold rhe

oncoming forces at bay. Finally, Abe determined rhar there was simply

roo much chaner on rhe airwaves. "You'll have ro stay off the radio for

awhile", he cautioned the survivors, "or we won'r be able ro ger you out".

'For abour an hour we swooped and circled, effecring a srand-off wirh

rhe enemy. We'd see people heading for the clearing from a nearby

village. As they approached, Abe and I would roll in and srrafe rhem.

Rolling in was a job in irself because of rhe low overcasr. Ir was very

difficulr ro get a sreep enough dive angle for accuracy. We'd have ro pop

up inro the clouds in turns rhen poke down rhrough, which didn't leave

much rime ro track, aim and fire a bursr or two before pulling up.

'The A-6 flyers were insrrumenral in securing rheir own rescue once we

gor rhe radio ralk reduced. They would reporr "On Top" when Abe and I

flew d irecdy over rhem, thus en hanci ng our abil iry ro know exacdy where

rhey were. Bur because they remained hidden in rhe foliage, we didn't see

rhem until rhey finally fired rracers from their revolvers a lirde larer.'

The 'Spad' flighr had been on rhe scene for two homs when 'Crown

Alpha' direcred a helicoprer inro rhe clearing, rhe survivors' locarion

having been pinpoinred. Meanwhile, Oaramus and Abrahamson were

running low on ammunirion, forcing rhem ro make non-firing runs over

rhe rerrain ro discourage enemy rroops from moving roward rhe downed

flyers. A second hel icoprer was subseq uen dy ordered in, and Abrahamson

escorred one and Oaramas rhe orher. Ar rhe lasr momenr rhe Skyraider

pilots direcred rhe survivOI's reveal rhemselves so rhar rhe helicoprers
could swoop down and collect rhem.

'I must admir rhar rhe acrion now resembled thar of a cage of excired

monkeys', Oaramus relared. '\VJe had rhe rwo survivors, rwo helicoprers

and two "Spad" pilors all ralking on the same frequency rrying ro achieve

rwo separare pick-ups wirhin rhe same area ar rhe same rime. We had kepr

rhe helicoprers over rhe heavily foresred hills, reducing their exposure ro

a minimum, unril rhey made a final dash in. The survivors lefr rheir

sancruaries ar rhe righr rime, even rhough rhey were 1"e1ucranr ro enrer

rhe clearing, knowing rhe bad guys were nearby. The pilor gor ro his
helicoprer in shorr order and clambered aboard. The BN rook longer
because of his injury, bur he made ir roo.

'We rhen husded our of rhere as fasr as we could, bur found ir impossible

ro stay wirh rhe choppers because of the rerrain and the poor wearher. The

helo pilors assured us rhar rhey could find rheir way home and morored off,

unescorred, wirh rwo happy warriors on board. Abe and I joined up and

headed home. We logged 7.8 hours in the saddle rhar day" Whar a grear
aeroplane ro do ir in. Wirh rhe A-I, ir was a piece ofcake!'

On 27 July, Grearhouse and Lynne were on rescue patrol when
F-I 050s anacked rwo Norrh Viernamese SAM sires neal' Hanoi. No

fewer rhan six Thunderchiefs and rheir pilors were shot down near rhe

site, or on rhe way back ro rheir base in Thailand. Grearhouse recalled;

'Jim and I arrived fOI" RESCAP dury around 1300 hrs, JUSt as rhe lasr
fighter was leaving rhe scene. There was only one "evade I"" on rhe ground,

some 30 miles wesr of Hanoi. Visibiliry was so good rhar I could easily see

rhe ciry and irs airporr from my locarion. There were several AAA barrel"ies

in rhe immediare viciniry, bur rhe pilot was on a good-sized ridge.

'\VJe communicared wirh him, pinpoinred his location and rold him ro

stay put while we left the arca, as we did not wanr ro give away his location

ro the enemy. We retired 60 miles ro rhe south, close ro the Laorian border,

ro await a helicopter. Every hour or so we would rerurn and talk with the

downed pilot for a few minures. Finally, at about 1600 hrs, we wel'e advised

thar a helicopter was on rhe way, but that ir would be slow in coming
because ir had ro refuel several ti mes en route. Ir wou Id arrive at dusk.

'The Jolly Green Gianr arrived ar rhe Norrh Vie[llamese border

unescorred and ready ro go ro work, despire the facr thar rhe pilot had no

maps or knowledge of rhe areal Using OUI" direcrion-flnding gear, we

"ralked him" ro our posirion near rhe Black River, sporred him and

escorred rhe helicopter ro rhe ridge, arriving as darkness was serring in.'

Several enemy rrucks and ground rroops arrived in the area ar rhe same

rime as a flighr of F-I 05s made rheir presence known. The North

Vietnamese converged in rhe flar lands surrounding rhe high area, which

was the survivor's remporary sancrualY The CH-3C Jolly Green Gianr

paid our 200 fr of irs rescue cable down through the jungle canopy, rhe

crew doing a magniflcenr job concentraring on rhe task at hand despite

the oncoming enemy troops, who were proceeding roward rhe survivor's

location. The downed pilot managed to get inro the sling and the Jolly
Green G ian t crew began reel ing in the cable.

To the frustration of all on the allied side, the cable became fouled and

would not retract more than 50 fr. The rescued pilor was lefr dangling 150 fr

below rhe helicoprer. \Xlith enemy troops moving closer, rhe pilor forru­

itously sighted what looked like an abandoncd military camp nearby. Ithad

barracks-type srrucrures and a pal"ade ground. The F-I 05 pilot hung on as

the helicopter pilot tried to land on the parade ground. To rhe conrinued

frusrration of all, however, a flagpole was so positioned as to prcvcnr a safe

touch down. The pilot in the slinggotoffas the CH-3C moved toward a rice

paddy 300 ft away. He I"an roward the moving hellicopter.

'Because of the mud and water in the paddy, the helicopter couldn't sit

down', Greathouse recalled. 'Its pilot moved away another 50 yards or so,

looki ng for a bener Spot'. The survivor scampered after the Jolly Green G ianr

in a kind of I"ace rhar would have challenged the mOSt condirioned of

Olympic runners. As G rearhouse noted, 'That pilot\vas really high-stepping

and splash ing th rough there. The rrucks were a mere quarrer-of-a-m ile away,

rumbling toward the paddy. J im and Iand the F-I 05s kepr them at bay with
srraflng runs'.

The suppression attacks worked, and a joyfu ICapt Fran kJ Tullo of the

12th TFS/ 18th TFW scrambled aboard rhe CH-3C, which promptly

lifted off and flew away to safety. Although it was growing dark as

Greathouse and Lynne escorred rhe helicopter ro the Laotian border, the

Jolly Green Gianr pilot radioed rhar he could make it home on his own.

Thus relieved, the 'Spad' drivers swung east roward Midway. Because

they had been airborne for such a long period, CVA-41 directed rhe duo

ro proceed ro Oa ang, land rhere and launch for the carrier the next day.

On 28 July, while heading up a srrike near the Laotian bOI'der, Cdr

Eninger led a successful rescue for a VA-23 A-4 who had been shor down

whilst providing flak suppression fOI' the A-I s. That same day, rwo VA-25

pilors returning from a R.ESCAP sration locared the crew of a VF-21

F-4B after they had ejected 25 miles from Midway. The A-I s remained in
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Midway turns into the wind in the

Tonkin Gulf for a launch of a strike

over North Vietnam on 27 October

1965. Eight VA-25 A-1s are

positioned on the aft f1ightdeck,

most with wings unfolded. Midway

deployed to the war in 1965, which

was its only Vietnam Cruise

before going through a major

overhaul and expansion of its

flightdeck IUS Navy/Lt(jg) R W
Lewis)

Cdr 'Bill' Stoddard, executive officer

of VA-25, in NE 572 PAPER TIGER II,

readies to launch in October 1965

from CVA-41 with a heavy ordnance

load that includes a toilet

appropriately marked with

the squadron's 'Fist of the Fleet'

insignia. The cracked toilet was

about to be discarded by the

carrier's crew when VA-25 decided

to rig it to a bomb rack. According

to Lt Clint Johnson, the squadron's

flightdeck crewmen who conducted

the final checks before launch stood

between the toilet and the vessel's

island superstructure to block the

view from the carrier's air boss and

skipper. The toilet was expended on

a target in South Vietnam to mark

the sixth millionth pound of

ordnance dropped by VA-25 on its

first Vietnam deployment. The drop

was filmed by a 16 mm gun camera

installed on an A-1 flown by Lt Cdr

Robin Bacon. Later fleeting up to

CO, Stoddard was killed during

VA-25's second Vietnam

deployment by an SA-2 SAM on 14

September 1966 (National Museum

of Naval Aviation via Wayne Mutza

collectionl

On 24 September Lts D R Laack

and Jim Lynnesilenced gun positions

near Tiger Island, on the North Viet-

namese coast, allowing an HU-16B

ro pick up an F-4C crew that had

ejected over the channel aFter having

been hit by AAA
Midway headed down ro DL'(ie

Station once again on 1 Ocrober,

:lI1d VA-25 flew a litany of missions

against VC targets with bombs

and napalm, destroying numerous

structures, as well as hitting jungle

areas under the direction of FACs.

Returning ro Dixie Station on 19

Ocrober For the last line period of

the deployment, VA-25 flew close air support missions For the Special

Forces camp at Plei Me, which had been fighting For its survival against a

fierce VC siege. On the 20th, Four VA-25 'Spads' bombed and maFed a

VC suicide charge at the camp's perimeter, moving the deFenders ro state

'that without the accurate air support in those first Few critical hours, Plei

Me would have undoubtedly been captured by the Viet Cong'.

Another mission on 23 Ocrober yielded a significant blow ro the Vc.

Cdr Erri nger led a th ree-aeroplane strike agai nst a section of I·oad 30 miles

south of Plei Me ro clear the area For F,·iendly trOOps, who subsequently

Found the bodies of 102 VC killed by the 'Spads" bombs. Ettinger was

also in the vanguard of a strike that destroyed 22 VC buildings near

Saigon. Other missions in South Vietnam in Ocrober resulted in the

destruction oFSG enemy buildings by 56 bombs.

On 4 November, Cdr Sroddard delivered the 6,000,000th pound of

ordnance dropped by VA-25 during the deploymenr - a porcelain privy,

complete with box fins and nose Fuse. Midway turned For home that day,

soon ro begin a five-year modernisation period and eventual return to

Vietnam long aFter the 'Spads' were gone.

contact unril the crew was rescued

byan UH-2from HU-l.

VA-25 continued a daily surveil­

lance of North Vietnamese roads in

August, destroying trucks and strik­

ing caves used for supply srorage.

On the 6th, an eight-aeroplane

strike was flown against targets J 00

miles west of Hanoi, and this was

followed the very next day by

another mission that was intended

to hit Dien Bien Phu. Bad weather

diverted the strike ro the Dong Hoi

Citadel, however, and the latter was severely damaged by the Skyraiders.

The unit paid a high price for this success, for Lt Cdr Harold E Gray was

killed when his A-I (BuNo 135329) was hit by 37 mm AM fire on his

second run and the aircraft crashed inro the target area. VA-25 hit Dien

Bien Phu and Dong Hoi again during the next few days.

On 13 August CVA-41 headed south to DL'(ie Station for operations

over Somh Vietnam. VA-25 welcomed the respite from the flak-infested

North, flying close air support missions from the central coast ro the Gulf

ofSiam. On 23 August Midway replaced CoraL Sea for two days off North

Vietnam, during which time CVW-2 hunted SAM sites. VA-25 flew

many unsuccessful SARsorties for the crews ofa VF-21 F-4 B and a VA-22

A-4C downed on 24 August - all thl-ee naval aviators became PoWs.

Following almost three weeks of non-operational flying, CVW-2

returned ro Yankee Station on 15 September. The followi ng day, Cdr Srod­

dard was wounded by AAA du,-ing a RESCA P mission, but he managed ro

force-land at Da Nang (in A-1J Bu 0 142021). On 20 August, Ettinger

and Woodbury located the downed pilot of a VA-72 A-4E and guided a

H-2 from HC-I Det A (embarked aboard the cruiser USS CaLveston
(CLG-3)) ro the rescue in the face of heavy AAA. This was the first overland

rescue conducted by a US Navy helicopter in North Vietnam, and the first

anywhere in SoLltheast Asia by a ship-based helicopter.

Two VA-25 Skyraiders Ian A-1H at

left and an A-1J). loaded with high­

drag bombs, head for a target in

North Vietnam in a hazy overcast

on 21 August 1965. The A-1H seen in

this photo is the aircraft flown by Lt
Clint Johnson during his MiG-killing

mission (US Navy/Lt Cdr Keith
Boyer via Robert F Dorr collectionl

This VA-25 A-1J, flown by squadron

XO Cdr 'Bill' Stoddard, came to grief

during a gear-up landing at Da Nang

AB in 1965. Da Nang was the

primary divert field for carrier

operations over North Vietnam.

Note the fire-suppressing foam

on and around the aircraft. A-1Js,

which served along with A-1Hs

in US Navy squadrons, were easily

distinguishable from H-models

by their BuNos. All 72 A-1Js

were assigned numbers beginning

with 14, while A-1Hs were assigned

numbers beginning with 13 IUSAF

via Robert F Dorr collectionl

LU
LU

a:
I
f-

a:
LU

f­
CL

«
I
U

26



0:

=>
o
u...

0:
L.U

f­
Cl..

«
I
U

28

152ndATWAR
VA-I 52, self-sryled as rhe '152nd Lighr Bombardmenr Squadron

and Twilighr Pursuir Squadron', depaned Alameda on board USS
Oriskany (CVA-34) under rhe command ofCdr AJben E Knurson

on 5 April 1965. Parr ofCVW-1 G, ir arrived on Dixie Sif1tion on 8 May for

seven weeks of operarions mosrly over Sourh Viernam srriking VC rroop
concenrrarions. On 18 June, operarions shifred ro Norrh Viernam, Laos and
Thailand, and for rwo weeks a four-aeroplane derachmenr flew from Udorn
AB, Thailand, assisring in rhe rescue of rwo USAF pilors. Operarions rhen

swirched ro Sourh Viernam from 3 ro 18 July.
On 30 June and 21 July, VA-I 52 losr A-I Hs (Bu os 139708 and

I39G3G, respecrively) due ro engine failures - borh pilors were rescued.
Capr (rhen Lr) Gordon C Wileen described rhe changing war for rhe

'Spad' squadrons ar rhis rime;
'We sropped flying Alpha Srrikes early on because we were much

roo vulnerable ro SA-2s, and evasive racrics hadn'r been developed yer. We
flew armed "recce" (reconnaissance) missions borh day and nighr, and
pre-posirioned RESCAP for Navy Alpha srrikes. These RESCAP missions

involved flying a medium alrirude, fuel-conserving racerrack parrern jusr
off rhe Norrh Viernamese coasr, wairing ro be called in ro cover US Navy
SH-3 "Big Morher" or USA F H H-3 Jolly Green helicoprers, or rhe H U-I G
Albarross aircrafr, on aircrew exrracrion missions.

'Ir didn'r marrer where in orrh Viernam rhe downed aircrew was

locared, we wenr in ro ger rhem our. And we gor rhe hell shor our of us
from ground fire and MA. I rerurned from one mission, when I stayed
down roo low for roo long, wirh 27G holes in rheairframeofmy"Spad".'

Wileen and his wingman Lr Jack Smirh were assisring rhe same SAR
efforr when VA-25 scored irs 20 June MiG kill;

'Jack and I saw ir all as we were evadingjusr above rhe rreerops. Since all
six of us (including Grearhouse's division) had punched offour ranks, we
didn'r have enough fuellefr ro make ir back ro rhe ship, so we joined up
wirh a SAF C-118 rransport in near darkness and flew his wing inro
Udorn Air Base, where we landed
3.7 hours afrer leaving rhe ship.

'We were ecsraric over rhe MiG
kill, and rhe USAF guys ar Udorn
celebrared wirh us. They rook us inro
rhe nearby rown ro a clean lirrle horel
and we drank ourselves ro sleep
wirh Singha beer. Nexr morning, rhe
Sevenrh Air Force commandeered
all six of us and reamed us up wirh Ai r
America crews hunring for downed
airmen. We flew rwo 4.5- ro G.O­
hour missions each day unril we were
released back ro S Navy conrrol on

A VA-152 A-1 H is tensioned on a
catapult just before launching from

Oriskany in 1965 during the carrier's
first Vietnam deployment. Although

the Skyraider was capable of deck­

run take-offs without the assistance
of a catapult, the heavy ordnance

loads carried by the 'Spad' made
use of the catapult most

advantageous. A-1 pilots usually

kept their cockpit canopies open
when launching for easier egress

in the event that the aircraft lost
power and went into the water.

The US Navy lost 21 Skyraiders
of all types to mishaps during

its Southeast Asia deployments

between 1964 and 1968 {US Navyl

23 June. While ar Udorn, an A-3 from Oriskany broughr Jack Smirh and
me $20.00 and a roilerries kir. We had ro pay for some fine meals in rhe Air
America compound, and ir was wonh every cenr.

'On anorher occasion in 19G5, a division of "Spads" from Oriskany

loaded wirh rwo 2000 pounders on rhe inboard racks and smaller bombs

on rhe wing racks launched on a mission ro bomb a large barracks and
rruck sraging area in orrh Viernam's Roure Package I. The plan was ro
climb ro 10,000 fr before going feer dry (over land) ro sray jusr above rhe
37 mm AM bursr alrirude. Wirh rhar weapon load ir rook an ererniry ro
reach 10,000 fro Jusr before levelling off, rhe No 2 pilor yelled, "I'm hir,
I'm hid" over rhe UH F radio. We all looked around bur didn'r see any
sign of AAA, so rhe flighr leader eased his "Spad" back ro look over rhe
wingman's aeroplane."No visible damage", he informed his wingman.

'Ir rurned our rhar before rhe launch, rhe wingman had over inflared
his "doughnur". A-I pilors ofren sar on inner rubes (like rhose used by
women during pregnancy) ro ease rhe pain in rheir burrocks, especially
on long flighrs. The "doughnur" expanded during rhe climb unril ir
exceeded maximum pressure and exploded. We didn'r know rhis ar rhe
ri me, so ou r lookou rdocrri ne was inrensi fied for rhe resr of rhe fl igh r. The
wingman did rake a AAA hir in rhe canopy on anorher mission. Shards of
glass srruck his neck and upper rorso, earning him a Purple Hearr.'

VA-152 suffered irs firsr pi lor loss of rhe deployment on 10 Augusr
when Lr(jg) Lawrence S Mailhes crashed in his A-IJ (BuNo 142012) due
ro unknown causes during a RESCAP mission near Tiger Island.

The unir parricipared in rhe rescue oforher pilors on I I and24 Augusr,
bur on rhe 2Grh ir losr Lr(jg) Edward A Davis' A-I H (BuNo 139720) ro

AM whilearrackinga rruck parkduringa nighr road reconnaissance mis­
sion near Xuan Noa, 15 miles norrh of rhe DMZ. Davis baled our bur was
caprured. He was one ofonly rhree US Navy A-I pilors ro become PoWs
during rhe war, and was released afrer rhe ceasefire in January 1973.

Three days larer, on 29 Augusr, Lr Edd D Taylor was killed when his

A-I H was hir by AAA during an unsuccessful SAR mission for a USAF
F-105F pilor near Son La, 105 miles wesr of Hanoi. The Skyraider
crashed in almosr exacrly rhe same some spor as rhe Thunderchief, which
had fallen vicrim ro small arms fire rhe previous day. Ir appears rhar rhe

NVA had ser a rrap for rhe SAR ream, as F-I 05 pi lor Capr Wesley D
Schierman was caprured shorrly afrer rhe A-I was shor down.

On 30 Seprember, Oriskany began a line period when RESCAP and
armed reconnaissance missions predominared for VA-I 52. CV\Y/-I G
launched a series of Alpha srrikes againsr heavily defended rargers from 5
Ocrober. On rhe 17rh, unir XO Cdr Gordon H Smirh, Lr Cdr Paul C
Merchanr, Lr D L Clarke and Lr(jg) James A Beene flew cover for rhe
unsuccessful rescue arrempr of a VF-84 F-4B crew rhar had been shor
down near Na Ling, on rhe Viernam-China border. They were one of
rhree Phanrom II crews from CVW-7 downed during an Alpha srrike
on rhe Thai guyen road bridge, some 30 miles norrh of Hanoi.

Heavy fire direcred ar rhe rescue aircrafr included rhe firsr SA-2s ro be
shor ar A-I s during rhe war - a developmenr rhar would evenrually drive
rhe 'Spad' from regular operarions over Norrh Viernam.

On I November, Lr Wileen and Lr(jg) E R Boose sank a junk rhar was
rrying ro pick up a USAF RF-I 0 IC pilor offshore from Haiphong. Their
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Two A-1Hs from VA-152 prepare

for launch from Oriskany in 1965.

This photograph clearly shows the

typical markings layout for US Navy

Skyraiders of the era. The carrier

and squadron designation were

applied above and below,

respectively, the NAVY titling.

The last five digits of the six-digit

Bureau Number were applied in

large numerals on the tail below

the carrier air wing tail code (AH for

CVW-16). The type designation

A-1 H and the full bureau number

were applied in small letters below

the horizontal stabiliser. The last

two digits of the nose number,

or modex, were applied in small

numbers at the tip of the rudder.

The rotating beacon at the top of

the vertical stabiliser can be used

as a date marker for Skyraiders,

as they were progressively installed

on A-1s in the 1965-early 1966

timeframe. BuNo 137502 was

supplied to the VNAF following the

completion of its service with the

US Navy (Gary Gottschalk via

Wayne Mutza collection)

really stood out. In spite of our

seeming lack of success, we weren't

yet ready to give up.

'The terrain to the south and

southwest of Hanoi is characterised

by a low Rat plain, which then gives

way to some karst outcroppings

leading to sharp hills rising to several

thousand feet. We had been search­

ing at the edge of the Rat plain, and

decided [0 move our efforts into the

baseofthe hills. I knew thearea fairly

well, but two of the 37mm sites were

new to me, and weren't on my map

plot. As we moved our search five to

ten miles further west, we suddenly

heard an intermittent becper, but could not get a direction on it. We

had now been airborne for about four hours, and 1 was beginning to be

concerned about our fuel if we had to stay considerably longer, although

we had enough for another hour or so on station.

'As we went back and forth, it seemed that we could receive the becper

in only a narrow cone to the northwest of the downed airman.

Apparently, he was in a niche in the karst, and the terrain blocked out the

transmissions except in one direction. 1 wanted to get a helicopter in

there, but we certainly needed a bctter location first. I tried to make voice

contact on his sUl'vival radio but to no avail. We could hear him try to

transmit, but all we were receiving was a "rasping" noise. Apparently, he

could hear us but we couldn't hear him. I asked him ifhe had a Rashlight.

Nothing in response. 1asked him several other things -I don't remember

what - and finally I mentioned a cigarette lighter. 1 told him that I was

going to make a run on where I thought he was, and when I came close he

was to light the lighter. I did, and he did, and there he was off to our left.

'We called to get a helicopter in there, and I was surprised that the

response was immediately in the affirmative. We then had to bide our

time and worry about our fuel, which by then was running rather low.

'After waiti ng only 35 min utes, we gOt a call from the hel icopter off the

SAR destroyer reporting that he was on his way in. I was expecting that he

would be escorted in, and was somewhat sUl'prised to see that he was

alone. The problem now was how to put the helicopter on the right spot,

since it was difficult to pick out detailed ground featLIres because of the

darkness. Gary gOt the helicopter in position, and I told him that I would

come by, Rash my Iights, make a run and tu rn on my Iights as soon as 1was

over the survivor. The helo driver was concerned about whether he'd be

able [0 see the guy, so I told him he'd be the one with the cigarette lighter.

'The whole thing went better than expected, with one exception. As I

was pulling up from my run I got a lot lower than I wanted, and 1 found

myself face to face with the top of a tree. I clipped some branches, but

except for scaring the hell out of me, it didn't do any damage, other than

to my ego. 1didn't say a word. 1 looked back and was finally able to pick

up the helicopter heading in. 1 pulled up and, after tUl'ning on my lights,

made two runs on the AAA sites. They started firing, and it apparently

efforts allowed an H -16B [0 safely

exuacr rhe pilor.

'By rhe autumn of 1965, each

pi lor in the squad"on was a seasoned

vereran with more than 100 combat

missions', Cdr Smith recalled. 'We

had been in the Tonkin Gulf for

more than six months, and almost all

of our Aying had been in[O North

Vietnam. We had spent a week or

two in the south at the beginning of

the [oUI', and when we moved [0 the

north we soon learned that there was

a world of difference between the

two in terms of survival. We also

learned that the north was no place

for the "Spad", especially in Route Packages IV, V and VI.

'Our mission at those times was pretty much the same as that of the

A-4s, except for the added responsibility ofSAR. By then we had gained

a reputation for being a "bunch of tigers" in the SA R game, having led the

effort in 12 successful rescues. Some of our reputarion was well deserved,

but much of it was derived from a combination of luck :lIld hype.

'Two years earlier, while on a so called "non-combat" cruise aboard

Hancock, 1participated in SAR tactics development and planning, which

included soliciting the support of the hill tribesmen in Laos. SAR tactics

had been on my mind for some time, and we had expended considerable

effort on training in this area prior [0 the cruise. We certainly weren't the

greatest experts, but we were more knowledgeable than the other units on

YankeeSlalion during that first year ofAying up north.'

Smith assisted in the first night rescue attempt in enemy territory on

6-7 ovember - an extensive effort to reuieve an F-I 05 pilot near Phu

Ban, 25 miles south of am Dinh. Two USAF A-I Es were lost and their

pilors captLIred during the course of the mission. A USAF CH-3C with a

crew offour also was shot down, and one of its parajumpers was retrieved

by an SH-3A from HS-2, embarked in USS Independence (CVA-62).

'I had JUSt returned from a successful road recce mission', Cdr Smith

explained. 'As I was finishing my debriefing, it was reported that someone

had picked up rwo beepers 15 miles south of Hanoi. After studying the

maps, I requested that we immediately launch a SAR CAP, but the

request was refused on the basis that it was within rwo hours of sunset,

and by the time we got on scene it would be dark. I appealed, arguing that

if we waited until dawn there could be no I'escue in view of the presumed

number of enemy personnel and defences in the area. With reluctance, 1

was finally granted approval to go have a "look-see" and report back. 1was

advised that the £-1 B radar aeroplane would be up on "Middleman"

(circuit) so that we could talk directly with the ship and/or CTF-77.

'So, with my wingman, Lt Gary Gottschalk, we launched and headed

to the scene, arriving at early dusk. We made a number of passes over the

area but could not raise h ide nor hai I' ofany beeper, al though we did draw

some 37 mm fire from three locations. By now it was pretry dark, and

from our relatively low altitude the muzzle Rashes from the AAA batteries

VA-152 A-1H BuNo 139810 taxis

toward a catapult past F-8E

Crusaders of VF-162 and VMF(AW)­

212 on the deck of Oriskany. The

'Spad' is armed with two 1000-lb

box-fin bombs and four 500-lb

low-drag bombs. The employment

of large bombs by A-1 units was

common in 1965-66 until the

growing SAM threat discouraged

the use of Skyraiders on strike

missions against targets in North

Vietnam (Gary Gottschalk via

Wayne Mutza collection)
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Startled the F-4 drivers, but by now I was used to it. As before, the

shooters were lousy shots, and I don't believe that they came very close.

'As I headed home, I was resigned to the fact that I was going ro have ro

ditch, and was preparing myself, both mentally and physically, for that

event. I tightened my shoulder straps ro the poinr thar it hurt. Suddenly, r
picked up the ship's TACAN (TACtical Air Navigation) and couldn'r

believe what I was seeing because the carrier was 20 degrees ro the right and

40 miles closer than I thought it would be. This just couldn't be, but I

wasn't going to argue about it, except for a wh ile I was convinced that there

was something wrong with my TACAN. Finally, the ship confirmed my

position and I figured that I had a good chance of making it.

'About 30 miles out I ran headlong into a small thundersrorm and got

buffeted around quite a bit. Again I was having some doubts since I didn't

know when I would come out of the clouds. However, once these cleared,

there was the ship seven miles ahead of me. The LSO (Lending Signal

Officer) came up on the radio and rold me that we wouldn't change

frequencies, and ro call the ball. I came back with "507 Ball. State Zero". His

calm response was "Roger Ball, Roger Zero". I landed without any fuss.

'Following my debriefing by the LSO, he roldme that he thought there

was something wrong with my engine, and I should have it checked, because

there weren't the usual orange-yellow flames comi ng from my exhaust stacks

- JUSt some fainr blue ones. I thanked him but didn't say another word, for I

knew what had happened. I had landed with my mixture almost all the way

back in manual lean - so much for check-offlists'

'I figured that I was in trouble, and that was confirmed in the mission

debrief. First, I was just the XO, and my skipper was furious that I'd risked

another of his A-I s. But in all fairness, at that point he didn't know the

whole srory. Then I was rold that the other carrier group commander

wanredmy head for "disobedience ofa lawful order". I had a private session

with Adm Cousins, and after that I felr much berter. My best support came

from Oriskany's skipper, Capt Bart Connelly. He had always been a strong

supporter and good friend, but it was ro be 30 years before I would know

the full srory, and the details ofwhat he did for me that night.

'I solicited his help and influence ro get us on a pre-dawn launch ro go

in and pick up the other guy. At this point I was feeling pretty good about

everything. If we had waited until the next day ro commence the rescues

it would have been midday before we got everything set up ro pick them

up, and in view of the environment, that would have been roo late.

'Oriskany's flyi ng cycle ran from noon ro m idn igh t, and the fact that we

returned after midnight screwed everything up by delaying the re-spot of

the deck and preparations for the next day's cycle. Now I was asking that

we conduct a launch out of sequence in the middle of our down period.

On the other hand, I had first-hand knowledge of the on-scene situation,

the location of the downed airman, the terrain and the locarion of the air

defences. I believed that if we could go in and do a quick "snatch", we

srood a better than even chance of being successful. If we rook four hours

to SOI·t things out in the morning, our chances would be nil.

'Now begins the exciting parr. I had "Gordie" Wileen as my wingman,

and we were airborne about 1.5 hours before sunrise. We picked up the

SH-3A at a prearranged rendezvous and proceeded to the target area. The

trip in from the beach was uneventful. The weather was hazy, and we were

VA-152 A-1H BuNo 134518 presents

a warlike pose en route to a target

in Southeast Asia in 1965. This 'Wild

Ace' 'Spad' is armed with two 1000­

Ib Mk 83 and four 500-lb bombs.

(Gary Gottschalk via Wayne Mutza

collection)

Cdr Gordon H Smith was executive

officer of VA-152 during the 'Wild

Aces" first war deployment in

Southeast Asia. Smith, who would

command the squadron during its

second combat cruise, was highly

regarded by his unit. He went on

to become a rear admiral (Gary

Gottschalk via Wayne Mutza

collectionl

worked, for they didn't fire at the

helicopter at all. I must have lucked

au t and got a bu nch of amateu rs,

because they didn't come close ro

me either.

'About then the helicopter pilot

called and said that he had the sur­

vivor and was heading back out. I

had inrended that we would escort

the helicopter ro the beach, but just

then we heard another beeper. It

seems that there were [WO beepers

on simultaneously, which probably

explains why we weren't able ro

previously get a homing bearing. We now had our work cut out for us.

'There was at least one more downed airman here, and we needed [0

locate him soon whi Ie we still had some fuel left. Th is second guy was much

easier ro pinpoinr than the first one, since we were able ro home in on his

beeper. Additionally, we were able ro establish voice communications with

him, and he gave us directions as we closed in on him. I finally located him

in a crevice at the base ofa lal'ge karst outcropping.

'We conraered the powers that be and explained the siruation as best we

could. We advised that we needed a relief, and recommended that there

be a visual hand off through the night so that he could be picked up at first

light. We were first rold that relief would be on scene in about an hour,

which ro us was rotally unsatisfactory. We pleaded ro get someone there

1M M ED lATELY. In reply we got the standard "Wait, Out", but shortly

thereafter were advised that relief was on the way.

'At that point I figured that if we lefr within the next few minutes, we

had barely enough fuel ro ger back [0 the ship. I concluded thar Gary had

a bit more than I did because I'd wasted a lot rooling around making runs.

everrheless, it was clear that both of us were in trouble. I advised the ship

rhat, ifnecessary, I'd remain on scene until I could effect a visual hand off,

and if I did n't have enough fuel I'd ditch in Brandon Bay. Suddenly, Adm

Ralph Cousins came on the horn, identified himself and directed that I

head home OW. I responded that

he was cutting out, that I was trans­

mirringblind, and that I inrended ro

wair for relief

'Shortly thereafter two F-4s

suddenly appeared. I immediately

directed Gary ro head home, and

proceeded ro rry ro show the Phan­

tom lis where the guy was. Itwas

a bit frustrating because I couldn'r

get them to come down low enough

to show them much. However, I

finally gOt them ro see me, and I

made a run marking "on top" by

rurning my lights on. Of course rhis

immediately drew some fire, which
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An A-1J from VA-15Zlaunches

two five-inch rockets at a target

just off the North Vietnamese

coast in 1965. Rockets were used

extensively by US Navy 'Spads' for

flak suppression, close air support,

attacking patrol boats and water­

borne logistic craft and covering

downed air crews during

SAR/RESCAP missions

(US Navy/Lt J M Watson lin

over an undercasr, which was rypical around dawn in rhar parr of rhe

world. The clouds had serried in rhe valleys, wirh some of rhe hills

prorruding above rhe rops. Ir rook me a whilc LO ger orienred, bur once I

did, I was able ro visualise rhc rcrrain below rhe clouds in derail.

'As ir srarred ro ger lighr, somc brcaks in rhe clouds began ro aflpear. I
had parked rhe helicoprer over a ridgeline, whcrc I Fclr confident rhat hc

was relatively saFc. "Gordie" was babysirring it, and I advised him nor to

go any Further ro rhe northwcsr. I rhcn procccded ro find a hole in the

clouds in order ro ger below and scour our the situarion. As I approached
the downed airman ar low alritude, his beeper came on. I then Fclt

confidenr rhar we could pick him up as soon as rhe clouds broke up a bit

more. Ar rhe same rime ir occurred ro me rhar ir was possible rhatthe guy

had already been caprured, and that the cnemy were using his beeper ro

ser up a rrap. This had happened on two other occasions rhar I knew of.

However, I quickly pur rhar idea asidc and Focused on posirive thoughts.

'I was drawing a lor oF37 mm fi re, and it appeared tharrhe bad guys had

brought in thc first team, because they were Far more accurate rhan the

night beFore. I got out of thcre and set up a plan whereby "Gordie" and I

would make runs on rhe AAA sires in coordination with the helo coming

in For rhe pick-up. I would have ro give him a verbal picrure of rhe

locarion of rhings below because I didn'r wanr ro take the rime to do ir

visually once the clouds broke up enough For him ro see For himselF.

'As I popped up rhrough the clouds, I looked For rhe helicoprcr and he

wasn'r wherc he was supposed ro be. I looked ro my righr and lhere he

was, jusr where I didn't wanr him. I screamed on the radio For him ro

move ro rhe southeast OW,,! As he started ro turn, the bad guys opened

up and everything starred ro Fall aparr quickly. The helicoptcr pilot
announced that he'd been hit, and I immcdiatcly saw rhat hc was

strcaming Fuel- and a lot oFir. He staredthar he would continue ro the

southeasr as the besr and saFest way ro rhe warer, and I concurred.

'I was srarring ro tell the rest of rhe world whar was happening when

"Gordie" calmly announced rhar he was hir and on fire. He was behind

me, and when I turned I could see him rrailing a lor of smoke, bur no

flames. Now we had a helluva situarion on our hands. I rold him ro hcad

straight our and not wair For us. I had ro do a lor of''S'' turni ng ro sray with

the slower helicopter, and "Gordie" needed to gcr ovcr warer ASAP.

'AFter considcrable conversarion over rhe nexr several minutes, the

helicopter driver concluded lhal he was losing Fuel at almost 200 Ibs a

minure. It didn't take a mathcmarical genius to figure that he probably

didn't have enough to get beyond rhe beach. IFhe was ro take the shortesr

route ro the warer we would have ro cur across the southern parr of the

Red River valley, and iF wc continucd slighrly ro rhe righr of our presenr

heading ir would rake us righr across Than Hoa. Eirher way, we would

have been extremely vulnerable. So I rold him ro rurn righr ro a heading

oF240 degrees. OF course he rhought I'd gone complerely insane, but we
finally talked it our. Besides, I rold him ro "Trustmc" - and he did.

About 35 miles ahead was a 5500-Fr hill, which I think is rhe tallest
point in North Vicrnam. The top is barrcn, and it is cxrremely remorc. I'd

oFtcn thoughr that iF I ever Found myselF on rhe ground in rhat rcgion,

thar's where I'd want ro be. I figured thar it would take days For the bad

guy to ger rhere. As rhe countryside gor more remotc, the helicoprer was
losing Fuel ar a Fasrer rare rhan we previously rhoughr, and ir was going ro

be very tighr. Ar thar poinr I was glad rhar we rook rhc course we did. \VIe

finally made ir and rhe SH-3A sat down on rhe very rop of the hill, bur

with little Fuel rcmaining. I congrarulated rhe crew on getting down in

onc piece, and told rhem rhar we should have somconc ro pick thcm up

wirhin an hour. Thc response was "We rrusred you so Far, didn't wc?'"

The Sea I(ing crcw was duly rcscued by a US Nav)' UH-2 and a USAF

HH-3E. By rhis time, the rhree rcmaining USAF CH-3C crewmcn that

had been downed rhe previous day had been captured. Smirh cominued;

'Along rhe way, I'd kepr in cominuous radio contacr with "Gordie", as

well as wirh rhe SA R destroyer east of Brandon Bay. His A-I experienced a

complere hydraulic Failure and rhc underFuseiage had been badly damaged,

preventing him From exrending his landing gcar. "Gordie" was going ro

proceed ro Da Nang and land gear up. The SAR desrroyer had a helicopter
on rhe way, with an escorr, to pick up rhe downed crewmen on 1-1 ill 5500.

I didn'r have anyrhing to do, so I had a message relayed ro Oriskany rhar

I was proceeding to Da Nang and would return ro rhe ship later.

'I sorely wanrcd to see whar we could do to go back and get rhat poor
basrard we'd leFt in thar karsr 18 miles From lanoi. It was clear though

thar we'd never ger approval ro mount anorher eFForr under rhe circum­

srances. Besides, I was getting rired, and ir was showing. I hadn'r had any

sleep in the Iasr 30 hours, and I'd becn airborne more rhan 15 oFrhe lasr
22. The adrenalin rush was gone, and I was having a sinking spell.

'When I finally gor to Da ang, "Gordie" was srill orbiring, waiting For

rhem ro preparc the field For his wheels up landing. Ie had rhe siruarion

well in hand and didn'r necd my help, so I went ahead and landcd. I
warchcd him come in and ever)'rh ing

was pcrFecr - a real proFessional job.
AFrer giving "Gordie" a hug and

downing Four cups of coffee, I

rerurned ro rhe ship. Anorher day in
the Tonkin GulF.

'I r was nor unril30 years later rhar

I discovered why Oriskany was in so

close ro rhe beach when I rerurned

rhar nighr. Capr Connelly had bccn

Following my situarion closely, and
had dccided to help our a bir. Hc

c1earcd rhe bridge of all personnel
excepr For himselF and the oFficer of

VA-15Z's Lt Gordon Wileen walked

away from this gear-up landing of

A-1H BuNo 134563 at Da Nang in

November 1965. He had diverted in

his 'Spad' to Da Nang after taking

hits from enemy fire during a rescue

mission in North Vietnam (USAF via
Wayne Mutza collectionl
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The pilot of VA-52 A-1H BuNo

139645 escorts a USAF HU-16B

amphibian on a RESCAP mission

over the Tonkin Gulf in 1966. VA-52

returned to Vietnam on board

Ticonderoga (CVA-14) with CVW-5.

This aircraft is armed with four

19-shot pods of 2.75-in rockets

and Mk 24 flares (Tom Hansen
via Wayne Mutza collection)

V
A-196' ;fain Barrerl had been preparing for a 'good will' cruise
ro rhe Medirerranean in 1965, bur rhe unir, led by Cdr Joseph
Gallagher, found irself heading for rhe Sourh China Sea when

BOil Homme /?ic!;ard sailed from Alameda on 21 April 1965. The unir
would ulrimarely fly 2173 combar sorTies over Norrh and Sourh Vier­
nam, dropping more rhan 7,000,000 Ibs ofordnance.

The deploymenr cosr rhe squadron four A-I sand rhree pilors. Lr Cdr
James T Kearns was killed on 14 Seprember 1965 when his A-IJ (BuNo
142057) was desrroyed in rhe premarure explosion of irs own bomb duri ng
a mission five miles sourhwesr of oc Trang, in Sourh Viernam. Ten days
Iarer, Cdr Gallagher baled our afrer his A-I H (BuNo 135274) was hir by
small arms fire whilsr rerurning ro CVA-31 from an adminisrrarive visir ro

hu Lai - he was recovered by a Marine Corps helicoprer.
While flying an armed reconnaissance mission on 28 Seprember along

a railway line near Qui Vinh, norrh of rhe DMZ, rhe A-I 1-1 (BuNo
134482) of Lr Cdr Carl J Woods was hir by AM. He flew his 'Spad' more
rhan 40 miles ro rhe Tonkin Gulfand baled our of rhe bu rn ing ai rcrafr off
rhe coasr. Alrhough a SAF SAR helicoprer was soon on rhe scene, rhe
pilor was found ro be dead. \Xfoods had almosr cerrainly drowned.

Finally, on 2 December 1965, duringan armed reconnaissance mission
35 miles norrh of Dong Hoi, Lr Cdr Gerald R RoberTS (in A-I H Bu 0

139755) was losr on his rhird run on a bridge eirher ro AM or by flying
inro rhe ground. /-lis remains were
recovered in 1993-94.

VA-I 96's lasr 'Spad' deploymenr
ended on 13 January 1966, when
rhe unir rerurned ro Lemoore. Irwas
rransferred ro Oceana rwo monrhs
larer, whereupon ir commenced
rransirioning ro rhe A-6A Inrruder.

VA-52 'Knighrriders' deployed
on irs second com bar rour of Sourh­
easr Asia, again wirh CVW-5, on

board Ticonderoga on 28 Seprember
1965. Commencing operarions on 5

ovember, rhe unir losr rwo ailuafr
in shorr order ro mishaps. An A-I H

'MAIN BATTERY',
'MAPE'S APES',
'ARABS' AND OWLS'

rhe deck, Lr(jg) Bruce Bell, and
headed wesr in violarions of all rhe

rules. He wan red no wirnesses, and
he swore Bell ro secrecy. There is no
quesrion rhar wirhour Connelly's
aggressive aerion I would nor have
made ir back rhar nighr.'

Cdr Smirh was awarded rhe Silver
Srar for his aerions during rhe SAR
mission. 'As I recall, our rruly fearless
and brillianr XO Cdr Gordon Smirh
was awarded seven Silver Srars for rhe

combined 1965-66 deploymenrs,
all for R..ESCAP missions in which
he parricipared', explained Gordon

Wileen. Smirh Iarer rose ro rhe rank of rear admiral.
VA-I 52 losr an A-I H on 9 ovember when Lr Cdr Paul Merchanr's

aircrafr (BuNo 137566) was hir in rhe engine by AAA during a nighr
arrack on rrucks 35 miles sourheasr ofVinh. Merchanr nursed rhe 'Spad'
over rhe beach, bur his engine failed and he dirched off rhe coasr. He was
rescued by a S avy helicoprer as rwo enemy boars approached him.

Four days larer, Lr Clarke was forced ro make a gear-up landing ar
Da Nang afrer raking hirs from AM during a AR mission. VA-I 52 CO
Cdr Knurson conrinued rhe unsuccessful SAR efforT while raking 26 hirs
ro his kyraider, for which he was awarded rhe Silver rar.

On 17 ovember, a VA-I 52 A-I H (Bu 10 135244) flown by CVW-16
sraFf operarions officer Lr Cdr Jesse J Taylor J I' was losr during an Alpha
srrike on rhe Hai Dong Bridge easr of Hanoi. Taylor, who had volunreered
ro fly rhe mission, and Lr Cdr Eric 1-1 Schade, were parriciparing in a SAR
eFforr for a VA-163 A-4E pilor downed during rhe raid (one ofrhree US

avy jers ro be losr on rhe bridge sn·ike). The A-I was hir in rhe porr
wing by AM as Taylor flew low rrying ro locare rhe pilor, and alrhough he
managed ro clear rhe rarger area, he was killed when rhe Skyraider crashed
15 miles sourhwesr of Haiphong. Taylor's remains were rerurned in
December 1975. I)osrhumously awarded rhe avy Cross, he became rhe
namesake for rhe frigare US Taylor (FFG-50).

Schade's A-I was also hir by AAA,
and irs pi lor landed heavily on his
rerurn ro CVA-34. Having suffered
furTher damage, ir never flew again.

By rhe rime Oriskany rerurned ro
Alameda on 16 December 1965,
CVW-16 had losr no fewer rhan 52
aircrafr (including damage wrire­
offs and mishaps) and 19 pilors.
'VA-152 losr 13 "Spads". We
deployed wirh 12', Gordon Wileen
recalled, counring rhe A-Is rhar
were wrirren off for barrie damage.
'\'l/e were conrinually going ro ubi
Poinr for replacemenr aircrafr'.

Lt Gordon Wileen, in dress blue

uniform, poses in front of pristine

VA-152 A-1H BuNo 137502 AH 587 in

March 1966 during the brief respite

between the squadron's first and

second Vietnam deployments. Note

the mission markings beneath the

cockpit. Lt E D 'Bud' Edson is

strapped into the idling 'Spad'

(Gary Gottschalk via Wayne Mutza
collection)

A Skyraider from VA-152 makes a

rocket-firing run against an AAA site

near Cape Bang in 1965. Note the

lack of a bridge at the intersection

of the roads on either side of the

river - this had been destroyed

some time earlier by CVW-16.

Action photos such as this one

of US Navy A-1s are rare because

the wingmen with the cameras

were also kept busy dodging enemy

fire whilst over the target area

Ius Navy/Lt J M Watson 11/ via
Wayne Mutza collection)
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roward the survivors. We scanned

rhe general area for warer traffic, but

there was only one vessel - a junk,

one mile north that was heading

away from the site at best speed. The

H -16 began the task of picking up

rhe F-4 crew. At this point, I noticed

a splash in the water 200 yards west

of the si te. "D id you release some­

thing", I asked my wingman, Lt

Cdr Manny Benero. "Negative",

he replied.

'\VIc both saw the second splash.

This one was 75 yards east of the

H U-16. Ten seconds later the right wing of the Alban'oss exploded in

orange flamc and dcnse black smoke. I looked wesrward roward the beach

and saw numerous muzzle flashes. We commenced making rocket runs

on the beach using our five-inch High Vclocity Aircraft Rockets

(HVARs). Aftcr depleting them, we strafed the area with our 20 mm

cannons. This sccmed ro halt thc mOlTar fire for th time being.

'Benero assumed the d utics of the SA R on-sccnc commander, and made

an immediatc request for rescue helicopters for the twO F-4 flyers and the

Albauoss crcw. Meanwh ile, the Nonh Vietnamesc dcspatched thrce small

boats from shorc in an effort ro capture the survivors. I made a rocket run

on the vessels with rwo pods of2.75-in FFARs, each pod containing 19

rockets. I fircd them at thc boats and they soon disappeared.

'We remaincd over the burning H -16, evcntually vecroring in rwo

SH-3s from HS-4, embarked in U S Yorktown (CVS-I 0). Despite taking

fire, the Sea Kings rescued five survivors before being forced ro leave.

'By this time, a vcry low overcast had come in from seaward, forcing us

ro stay at a very alritude in order ro remain in visual contaer with rhe

Albatross. Thc final crewman was rescued by a H-2 vecrored in from

USS Englnnd (DLG-22), terminating the two-and-a-half-hour ordeal.

'Two crewmcn from the H -16 had been killed by rhe direcr hit on

rheir aircrafr. The four remaining crew, plus the F-4C crew, survived.'

VA-I 15 lost only twO 'Spads' ro

enemy action during its first Viet­

nam combat deployment, which

ended inJune 1966. On I February,

Lt(jg) B S Eakin's A-IJ (BuNo

142038) caught fire after receiving

a hit over Ban Scnphan, in Laos - he

baled out and was rescued. On 17

April Lt(jg) William L Tromp was

lost during a night coastal armed

reconnaissance miSSion berween

Mu Ron Ma and Vinh. Tromp (in

A-I H BuNo 135398) attacked a

water-borne logistics craft in the

mourh of the Song Gia Hoi River.

He then rold his wingman ro abort

This VA-115 Skyraider recovered

at Da Nang AB after receiving

damage to its starboard wing during

a combat mission over Southeast

Asia. The A-1's rugged construction

enabled many shot up aircraft to

reach safety. However, a good

number of these machines were

written off once the damage they

had suffered was assessed as being

beyond economical repair (USAF

via Robert F Dorr collection)

Another of VA-115's camouflaged

A-1 Hs taxis toward a catapult on

board Kitty Hawk. The black

modex '503' is outlined in white

for increased visibility. This A-1H

(BuNo 135263) is armed with four

Ml17 750-lb low-drag bombs on the

outboard wing pylons and 1000-lb

low-drag bombs on the two inboard

stations IUS Navy via Wayne Mutza

collection)

VA-115 A-1J BuNo 142016 taxis

forward on the flightdeck of

Kitty Hawk on 5 May 1966 as the

arresting gear cross-deck pendant

retracts. This aircraft was one of

several VA-115 Skyraiders that

featured experimental water-based

paint camouflage applied to its

uppersurfaces for the duration of

the deployment. The green and olive

scheme was abandoned after the

cruise. This aircraft was also

eventually passed onto the VNAF

(US Navy via Robert L Lawson

collectionl

'ARABS' TO THE RESCUE
The 'Arabs' of VA-I 15, lead by Cdr MCCook, arrived in thc Tonkin

Gulfin Ocrober 1965 with CVW-I I on board CVA-63. The deployment

was unique in rwo respeers. Firsrly, it was ro be the only one in which a

carrier air wing included both A-I and A-6 attack units (VA-85), and

secondly, experimenral camouflage was applied ro S Navy 'Spads'.

During the eight-monrh deploymenr, VA-I 15 flew 2051 combat

sorties and dropped 6.9 million pounds of ordnance on targets in NOlTh

and South Vietnam during armed reconnaissance, close air support and

RESCAP missions. Lt Cdr Jerry

Tabrum recalled a SAR mission he

participated in on 14 March 1966;

'We had been on station for about

twO hours, flying a ten-mile-long

racetrack parrern over the Tonkin

Gulf, when we heard the Mayday call

on the guard channel. A USAF F-4C

had been hit by AAA and the two­

man crew had ejeered over water

berween the North Vietnamese coast

and Hon Me Island.

'W/e arrived ar the site of rhe

downed flyers in abour 12 minures.

After sporring rhem, an H U-16

made a nice warer landing and raxied

(BuNo 137590) suffered an hydraulic failure due ro oil starvation whilst

returning from a mission on 16 ovember - the pilot was rescued after

ditching. Another engine failure brought down a second A-I H (Bu 0

137621) that had been launched as a RESCAP for a raid on lai Duong on

I December. Its pilot was also plucked from the sea.

Cdr John C Mape relieved Cdr Lee T McAdams as CO on 10 December

1965, and so began a uagicaJly sholT pcriod when the 'Knightriders' were

known as 'Mape's Apcs'. On 3 January 1966, a section of Skyraiders

arracked a VC troop concentration ten miles north of Saigon. Lt J W

Donahue's A-IJ (Bu 0 142081 - the last Skyraider ever built) was hit

by small arms fire during his ninrh pass on the targer. Dcspite his aircraft

being on fire, Donahue nursed it ten miles away from the target area before

crash-landing. He was was rescued by a US Army helicopter.

On 13 April, while a section of VA-52 Skyraiders was flying an armed

reconnaissance mission 15 miles south ofVinh, an SA-2 was fired at the

A-Is. Cdr Mape'sA-1 H (BuNo 139692) was destroyed in a fireball, the

aircraft having becomc the first US Navy 'Spad' ro be downed by a SAM.

XO Cdr Robert R Worchesek became the new commanding officcr thrcc

days later. Mape's remains were recovered by a JTF-FA team in 1994.

The unit lost its last aircraft on 18 April when, during a SAR mission

for a downed A-I H from VA-I 15, rhe A-I J (BuNo 142032) flown by Lr

A D W'ilson was hit by auwmaric weapons fire on irs fifrh run on Tiger

Island, jusr off rhe coasr from rhe DMZ. Wilson dirchcd offshorc and was

rescued by a USAF helicoprer. CVA-14 finished irs final line period

48 hours later and returned ro Alameda on 13 May 1966.
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VA·115's A-1H BuNo 139778 'Arab

506' awaits overhaul in CONUS

following the unit's sole Vietnam
deployment embarked in Kitty
Hawk. The experimental camouflage
paint has largely worn off, revealing

the original markings underneath.

Once refurbished, this aircraft was
also supplied to the VNAF (US Navy
via Wayne Mutza collectionl

his run because a SAM had been launched ar Tromp's aircrafr during his

an3ck. As borh A-I s headed our to sea, Tromp radioed rhar he had 3n
emergency, afrer which all conracr was losr. US divers subsequenrly
locared rhe wreck of his aircrafr in 1973, bur no remains were found.
Indeed, rhe Norrh Viernamese reporred rhar he died in capriviry.

The squadron also losr rwo Skyraiders in operarionallllishaps, rhe firsr
on I I March when a carapulr launch bridle failed and rhe A-I J (Bu 0
142071) rolled off rhe deck and inro rhe sea - rhe unnamed pilor
survived. A launch incidenr also occurred on J 9 May when an A-IJ

(BuNo 142051) experienced engine failure during irs carapulr srroke off
rhe bow ofCVA-63. Again, rhe unnamed pilor was rescued.

TRAIL INTERDICTION
VA-215 'Barn Owls', led by Cdr Roberr C Hessom, rerurned to rhe war

zone wirh CVW-21 on board Hflncock in early December 1965, having
finished irs firsr combar cruise 3board CVA- J 9 jusr six monrhs earlier.
CVW-21 focused on operarions in Sourh Viernam, flying supporr
missions over rhe Mekong Delra for rhe Marines during Operarionsjflck­

s/flY and Deckho/lSe. Thereafrer, Hflncock headed norrh for Yflnkee 51f1/ion.

Capr (rhen Cdr) George arlron, who was XO of rhe 'Barn Owls',
described his squadron's work over rhe Ho Chi Minh Trail;

'War' marerial was rransporred from Norrh Viernam ro rhe VC in
Sourh Viernam along rhe Ho Chi Minh Trail (HCMT). This mulri­
rrailed rou re srarred ar rhe MuG ia pass, some 50 miles norrh of rhe DM Z,

and meandered sourh over 400 miles rhrough Laos and Cam bod ia, before
ending near An Loc, in ourh Viernam. Throughour irs enrire lengrh, rhe
rrail was never more rhan 10-15 miles from Viernam's wesrern border.
Therefore, ir provided rhe enemy wirh rhe opporruniry to move marerial

across rhe boarder inro Viernam ar numerous well-concealed and varying
poinrs of enrry. The HCMT was heavily foresred rhroughour irs enrire
lengrh, affording irs users prorecrion againsr aerial observarion. Thus, rhe
marerial ofwar was moved along rhe rrail almosr ar will.

'Norrh of Mu Gia pass, rhe SAF had prioriry in a zone called Rome
Package I (RP I), which ran from rhe DMZ norrhward forabour60 miles.

Norrh from rhere, rhe S Navy presided over Roure Package II (RP II),
which conrinued norrh anorher 40 miles ro jusr sourh ofVinh.

'Mosr war mareriaJ arrived in Norrh Viernam rhrough rhe porI' of
Haiphong, wirh rhe remainder coming in on rhe norrheasr rail link wirh
China. Under our polirical Rules of Engagemenr (RoE), rhe mosr worrh­
while rarger in Norrh Viernam lay unrouched. Haiphong docks, elllinenrly
lucrarive as a srraregic choke poinr, were never hir. Thus, racrical aircrafr were
given rhe rask ofinrerdicring rhe movemenr ofwar marerials as rhey headed
sourh in rrucks, wagons, carrs, backpacks ere.

'In my tours wirh VA-215 in 1966-67, our inrerdicrion efforrs were
largely confined to RP II and along rhe HCMT from rhe Mu Gia pass
sourh rhrough Laos. Our missions into RP II were always ar nighr. The
concenrrarions ofAAA along RP I (rhe main roure sourh from Vinh) were
considered formidable, and mosr of rhe rraffic sourh occurred during rhe
hours of darkness anyway. Thus, we wenr in ar nighr - usually in flighrs
of four - choosing roure segmenrs wirh minimal AAA cover. Each
Skyraider carried four high inrensiry parachure flares, 800 rounds of20
mm ammo, rwo 19-shor 2.75-in rocker packs and a mix oHour 250- and
500-lb bombs. laving no onboard radar, infrared or nighr vision aids, we
were limired ro our "Mark One" eyeballs for searching and rracking.

'Tacrically, we would splir rhe lead secrion, wirh one aeroplane flying
along a rracr offser a few hundred yards to one side of rhe roure while rhe
No 2 bird flew, slighrly in rrail, along rhe orher side. We flew ar a few
hundred feel' AGL (Above Ground Level) ar around 165 knors, rypically
from sourh to norrh, on dark, moonless nighrs, as ofren rheir rrucks,
headingsourh, would have dim-running lighrs on under rhose condirions.
Visibiliry was a bir berrer rhrough rhe side canopy, as looking forward
rhrough rhe windshield, covered wirh a rhick buller proof marerial, and
rhrough rhe propeller as well, resrricred vision somewhar.

'The second secrion - "birds" os 3 and 4 - would rrail along ar 3000
fr, ready to illuminare rhe scene wirh flares ar rhe call ofrhe flighr.leader.
On sigh ring a porenrial rarger, rhe flighr leader called for flares. 03 A-I
would drop firsI', while 04 climbed ro 5000 fr for rhe firsr run. Mean­
while, No I, wirh 02 in rrail, climbed, ready to dive in behind No 4.

'II' was a difficulr car and mouse game ar besr, for ar rhe firsr indicarion
ofour presence, rhe rrucks cur rheir lighrs and headed for cover in dirches
and under rrees. Flying from blackness inro rhe brighr lighr of rhe flares,
and rhen from rhe lighr back inro rhe blackness on pull-up, induced
verrigo. On moonlir nighrs, we ofren worked wirhour flares. This provided
more surprise, bur ofren proved frusrraring, as rargers sporred rhrough rhe
side canopy ar low alrirude could be losr in rhe arrack while looking
rhrough rhe windshield, rhe propeller and rhe dimly IiI' gunsighr.

'\Vhile we did nail some rrucks from rime ro rime, rhe Skyraider was
simply nor equipped for rhar mission. II' proved ro be a huge expendirure
wirh lirrle reward.

'We worked rhe HCMT sourh from Mu Gia pass borh day and nighr,
alrhough by mid-I966 rhe pass irself was offlimirs. Being a choke poinr,
ir was infesred wirh AAA. Because of rhe difficulries in seeing anyrhing
moving along rhe rr3il from rhe air rhrough rhe inrense jungle growrh,
somerimes layered over wirh several canopies, we ofren worked wirh

SA F FACs flying 0-1 Bird Dogs. Bombs were rhe preferred weapons.
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Nine of VA-215's Skyraiders occupy

Hancock's aft flightdeck on 15 June

1966, in company with CVW-5's F-8E

Crusaders, RF-8G Photo-Crusader,

A-4C and A-4E Skyhawks and E-1B

Tracers. The US Navy's ability to

conduct intensive combat flight

operations from small-deck carriers

such as this one with modern

aircraft was a tribute to the skill of

its pilots and the vessel's various Air

Departments (US Navy/PHC J

McClurej

'The FACs would mark the aim

points with "Willie Peter" (white

phosphorus) smoke rockets, and we

would drop bombs on the smoke.

The FAC, armed with the latest

intelligence on trail concentrations

and movements, would have us

drop a Few bombs at a time, probing

For secondary explosions. Failing

th is, he wou Id move on to other

spots, marki ng each one with smoke

rockets. Usually carrying eight or

more bombs each, we could probe

several targets. More oFten than not

the results were disappointing. We

jokingly reFerred to these missions

as making tooth picks the hard way.

'On one occasion, working just

sou th of T chepone, in Laos, we

cooked oFF the biggest and most

prolonged series ofsecondary explo­

sions that I witnessed in my twO

tours in Southeast Asia. The FAC had JUSt marked a new target, and lied

the first three A-I s down an east-west line into the target, dropping one

500-pounder each. As I was pulling out and circling back For another go,

I observed No 4 well oFf our dive line, heading northwest. 1 radioed,

"Don't drop No 4 - you're way oFF target", just as he released his bomb.

'Well, his errant bomb started a series of secondary explosions that

lasted a Full eight to ten minutes - an ammo dump, we speculated during

the debrief I advised the FAC that we were ready to drop more bombs

around that area, but he called us oFf The hot target was unauthorised'

We then proceeded to expend the rest ofour bombs on his smoke signals,

with no discernible results. Such were the restraints of the political RoE.

'The 04 "Barn Owl", a nugget (a relatively new pilot), had somehow

gotten disoriented during the roll-in on that fortuitous drop. I was

certainly pleased with the results, but could hardly condone the error.

Back on the carrier, I was queried, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, as to

whether or not the nugget should be written up For an award. I replied

that he might better be awal·ded with time in hack (disciplinary status)'

'Our inFrequent night missions along the HCMT were in support of

SAF AC-47 and AC-130 gunships. These aircraFt were especially

configured with waist gunners, inFrared sensors and night vision scopes.

Essentially, we rode shotgun on them, usually in trail at 5000 Ft AGL.

They also carried parachute Rares that were used to illuminate the scene.

'Typically, on making contact, they would drop Ral'es and call us in to

expend our bombs while they wel'e making a ISO-degree turn back to the

scene to get into posi tion For thei r gu n ners to rake the area. 1t all requ ired

close coordination, and oFten resulted in a melee as we made our runs

while they were oFF target turning around- all without running lights.

'Later, the USAF developed tactics using two gunships, one trailing the

other, which resulted in them being able to keep fire directed at the target

almost conti nuously. We did cook oFfsome secondary explosions, but, all

in all, finding transport vehicles moving along jungle trails at night was

diFficult at best, and roundly ineFFecrive in rhe overall scheme of rhings.'

George Carlton also parricipated in a mission involving Four 'Barn

Owl' A-I s on a pre-brieFed mission over Laos in rhe spring of 1966;

'We were each loaded with Full 20 mm ammo, Four 500-lb bombs, 300

gallons of] 15/145 high octane Avgas in rhe cen trel ine drop ran k and full

inrernal Fuel (360 gallons). This was a relarively light load For rhe A-],

allowing us six to eight hours of mission rime. We were catapulred From

Hancock on Yankee Station, 125 miles east of the DJ'vIZ, ar 1000 hrs and

rhen headed to a coasr-in point sourh of rhe DMZ. Arriving a Few miles

north oFTchepone by 1130 hrs, we received a hor reception From what I

took to be a 37 mm AAA battery. We were ar 6500 Ft, and as 1ordered rhe

Right to break hard right, the fire fell short and below us.

'I cursed myselF For nor giving Tchepone (a known hot spor) a wider

birrh. By our RoE, we were Forbidden From engaging in duels with AAA

barreries not directly hindering our assigned mission. This was an

example of a rule that I Fully supporred in rhar rhe risklreward ratio was

nor favourable. But what was worth the risk'

'Our target that day, assigned by someone well up the chain-oF­

command, was a river ford (a place where a body of water can be Cl"ossed

by wading) along the HCMT some 75-100 miles norrhwest of

Tchepone. We alTived in the target area shortly aFter noon and easily

Found rhe river - actually a Stream, no more than 50 Ft across.

'From 6500 Ft, I couldn't make out the Ford, so I detached and dove

down For a look, alerting rhe reSt of the Right to be ready to suppress any

ground fire thar I might stir up. AFter a couple of passes up and down the

srream,1 Found rhe Ford, which looked to be rocks piled up in a band some

eight to ren feet wide jusr below the water's surFace. I gave rhe rest of the

Right a mark-on-top and told them to starr rhe drops, as I climbed back

up for my run. Dropping strings oFFour each diagonally across the target,

we took our rhe enrire Ford, including both approaches.

'As I looked over my shoulder on rhe climb our, I judged that the VC

now had a nice swimming hole. I concluded Further that it would

probably rake six to eight hours to

construcr a new Ford displaced a Few

yards in ei rher direction. The lack of

hosrile fire was probably an indica­

rion of how little the enemy valued

this crossing.

'Setting a course For Tchepone,

we settled back into a "loose

deuce" Formation - a holdover

From World War 2 naval aviator

Jimmy Thach's tactics - which

gave good 360-degree surveillance

around the Right. Remembering

the receprion that we had been

aFForded on passing Tchepone on

the way in, I considered putting a

Few rounds of 20 mm into thar

A VA-215 pilot starts the Wright

R-3350 radial engine on the deck

of Hancock in 1966. The powerful

engine enabled the A-1 to carry

the ordnance loads for which it

is famous. The Battle Efficiency

'E' awarded to the squadron is

displayed beneath the cockpit

of this aircraft IUS Navyl
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pesky AAA sighr, bur discipline prevailed and we rurned wellnorrh so
as ro avoid any remprarion.

"couldn'r help rhinking how rhe RoE were hamsrringingoureftorrs in

sroppi ng rhe flow ot mare rial down rhe rrail from norrh ro sou rho Here we

were hi rri ng a srream tord, wh ile vasr concenrrarions ofSA Ms, ammo and

tuel sar fully exposed on rhe docks ar Haiphong, prorecred by a ren-mile
circle inro which we could nor fly because of rhe RoE. "Theirs nor ro

I-eason why, rheirs bur ro do or die" - Tennyson's words came ro mind.

'Under rhe sn-aregy ot rhe day, we were nor allowed ro inrerdicr unril

rhe SAMs were in place and acrive, unril rhe ammo and fuel had been

reduced ro small packers and loaded onro rrucks, wagons, carrs and
bicycles, and unril all was beyond ren miles and moving sourh under cover

ot darkness and dense jungle canopies. The absurdiry ot rhe siruarion

seemed obvious, bur as a squadron XO I assiduously avoided reveal ing my

personal views in rhe presence ot rhe junior pilors.
'Taking each mission as ir came, I arrempred ro pur rhe besr possible

tace on any discussion ot raison d'erre - should ir come up.

"'Spads" flying wesr otQuang Tri. Do you hear me) This is 'Skylark',

over.

'The rransmission coming in over rhe guard channel broke my reverie
like a rhunderclap. '''Skylark', rhis is 'Barn Owl I'. I'm in rhar viciniry", ,

responded.

'We soon esrablished communicarions on anorher channel, and as ir

rurned our "Skylark" was a USAF FAC flying an 0-1 Bird Dog a tew

miles sourh ot us. A flighr ot F-I OOs had jusr letr him, low on tuel afrer

a couple of passes. Ir seemed "Skylark" had whar he described as a

concenrrarion ot VC pinned down in some earrhwork rrenches and

bunkers. I wished we srill had rhe 16 500-pounders we had wasred on rhe

tord. All we had letr were our 20 mm cannons - some 3200 rounds.
Maybe we could srill be helptul.

'Serring up a ,-acerrack parrern and spread our ro keep conrinuous fire

on rhe rarger, we srarred our runs using 35-degree dive angles. Atrer my
firsr pass, "Skylark" urged us ro ger sreeper, advising rhar rhe rrenches

were narrow and very deep. \X!e [I-ied 60-degree runs - really sreep for

srrafing. "Srillnor effecrive", he radioed.

"said, "Okay, 'Barn Owls'. Ler's rake ir upsrairsand use rhe brakes". In

16 years ot flying Skyraiders, I had never rried srrafing trom a 70-degree

dive, bur rhe A-I was equipped wirh huge dive brakes designed ro allow

high angle dives while holding down speed, and rhereby providing more
rime in rhe run, wirh increased accuracy resulring trom lower release and

pull-our alrirudes. We ser up ro roll in above 10,000 tr, rhus allowing

ample rime ro esrablish a sready run ar, or above, a 70-degree angle.

Coming in ar rhar angle ro rhe rarger, rhe arrirude of rhe aeroplane was

berween 90 and 110 degrees - poinred virrually srraighr down'
'The FAC was ecsraric. "Pour ir on, 'Barn Owls'''' he urged. \X!e made

rhree or tour 70-degree runs each, expending all our ammo - demonsrraring

once again rhe versarililY and sraying power otrhe magnificenr Skyraider. As
we collecred ourselves, "Skylark" gave us a bomb-damage assessmenr ot

25-30 killed in acrion.'

George Carlron also described a rypical 'Spad' RESCAP mission. 'In

supporr otSA R missions, rhe A- Is were especially well su ited in that they

alone had the staying power and

low-alrirude manoeuvrabiliry ro

work in close support ot the rescue

vehicles H U-I 6 amphibious

aircratt tor open sea missions and

helicoprers (flown trom carriers,

desrroyers and cruisers) tor both sea

and overland missions.

'Typically, the A-I s carried full

loads ot20 mm ammo (200 rounds

tor each ot their tour 20 mm can­

nons), two 19-shor 2.75-in rocker

packs and a mix ottwO ro tour 250­

and 500-lb bombs. I can also

remember using napalm on one

mission, but that was an exceprion,

because the RoE would normally

not allow it north of the DMZ. I

was never involved with an HU-16

pick-up, bur I spent many hours

flying offshore in holding parrerns

wirh them awaiting any rescue

siruarion ro develop.

'Typically, atter being relieved by

the next RESCAP team, we had a

tree hour or so ro search the coasr­

line tor warer-borne logisrics cratt

(WBLC), known colloquially as

"wiblicks" - small boars or barges

moving norrh or sourh along rhe

coasr, rhus presumed ro be involved in rransporting war marerial. Almosr

wirhour exceprion we could find somerhing firring rhar parrern. We

learned ro use caurion when arracking rhese rargers, as occasionally we

came under fire trom shore barreries while diving on rhe boars. We

suspecred rhar some were rheretore being used as n-aps.'

VA-215's second Viernam deploymenr was only slighrly less cosrly

rhan its firsr. Cdr Roberr Hessom was killed on 5 March 1966 when his

A-I H (Bu 0 137589) crashed atrer flying 15 miles trom where ir had

been hir by AAA sourh ot Vinh during a Rolling Thunder $[I·ike. Cdr

Frederick L Nelson duly assumed command. Hessom's remains were

evenrually recovered in 1994 near Ha Tinh.

Lt Cdr William P Egan was shot down (in A-I H BuNo 137576) by

small arms fire whilst diving on a vehicle near Ban Senphan, in Laos,

during a Steel Tiger-armed reconnaissance mission on 29 April. No rrace

of him or his aircraft were ever tound. Ten days larer, Lt Cdr C W

Sommers II was rescued by a US avy helicoprer 70 miles sourh otCam

Ranh Bay afrer he was torced ro dirch his A-I H (BuNo 1396 I6) during

an anri-surtace vessel patrol. Finally, The squadron losr an A-IJ (BuNo

142050) on 14 May when ir suffered a conrrol sysrem failure whilsr being

launched. The pi lor was rescued by rhe plane guard UH-2 trom HC-l

Der I. VA-21 5 rerurned ro Lemoore on 1 Augusr 1966.

A-1H BuNo 135320 and A-1J BuNo

142039 are offloaded from the

aircraft ferry USNS Breton IAKV-42J

in March 1966 at NAS Cubi Point,

Philippines, where such replacement

aircraft were positioned as spares

until needed. These Skyraiders

would eventually replace 'Spads'

lost or damaged over Southeast

Asia_ The aircraft have been sealed

with 'Spraylat' to prevent corrosion

during storage and transit. Cubi

Point, and co-located Naval Station

Subic Bay, were the main re-supply

and repair bases for carriers and

their air wings rotating in and

out of the Tonkin Gulf during the

Vietnam War. The base complex

was a popular rest and recreation

respite from the grind of daily air

operations over Southeast Asia

IUS Navy via W M Bowersl
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ROUNDTWO
T

he 'Swordsmen' oFVA-145, led by Cdr H F GriFflrh, bccame rhe
Fourrh A-I unir ro parricipare in rheir second war cruise wirh rhe
Skyraider when CVW-14, rhis rime embarked in Ranger, arrived

on Dixie Station on 14 January 1966. Wirh a remporary bombing hair
rhen in eFFecr norrh of rhe DMZ, rhe unir flew irs flrsr missions in supporr
of Sand AR Forces in Sourh Viernam insread.

The end of rhe hair on 31 January broughr a flurry of acrivity For rhe
'Swordsmen'. GriFfirh led asrrikeoFsix 'Spads' in adversewearhcr, and he
and his wingman, Ens Walrer S Bumgarner, destroyed rwo highway
bridges and rwo sraging areas. While rurning away From rhe rarger area,
GriFfirh received a SAR requcsr ro search For a VA-55 A-4 pilor downed
near Dong Hoi. During rhe scal'ch, GriFflrh's A-I was hir rwicc and rolled
inverred. He emerged From rhc overcasr srillupside down, bur managed
ro recovcr and proceed ro a Friendly airfield. Lr Cdr J Kennerh Hasserr's
secrion locared rhe A-4 pilot oFFshore and covered rhe rescue.

The 'Swordsmen' suFFercd rheir flrsr loss of rhe deploymenr rhc very
nexr day, however. A Four-acroplane division was approaching irs rarger
near Ban Pharhoung, in Laos, when ir received a disrress call From a
VA-I 15 flighr rhar was covering rhe scene over one of irs downed pilors.
Lr(jg) Eakin had baled our aFrcr being hir by AM near Ben Senphan, also
in Laos. The VA-145 division leader decided ro complere his assigned
mission and rhen go ro rhe aid of rhe downed aviaror.

Lr Dierer Dengler was rhe lasr ro dive on rhe rarger, and his A-I J (Bu 0

142031) was srruck by ground fire as he rolled in. Dengler's Skyraider losr
irs wings when he hir rrees crash-landing near rhe rarger area, and rhe pilor
was soon caprured by rhe Parher Lao and imprisoned in Laos.

The son of a German soldier, Dengler endured monrhs of rorrure and
srarvarion beFore escaping wirh a handFul oforher Air America and USA F
Po Ws on 29 June. He was rhe only
one ro evenrually be rescucd on 20
July by USA F H H-3E. Emaciared,
bur joyous, aFrer his gruelling expe­
riences in caprivity and on rhe run,
Dengler was awarded rhe Navy
Cross. His exploirs have been Fea­
rured in books, a documenrary and
a Fearure film over rhe pasr 30 years.
Diercr Dengler succumbed ro Lou
Gehrig's disease on 7 February
2001.

On 10 FebrualY, Lr(jg) Gary 0
Hopps was killed when his A-I H
(BuNo 137627) was hir by AAA
and he slammed inro rhe ground
whilsr diving on a bridge berween

This photograph, taken on 2

February 1966 by an RA-5C Vigilante

assigned to Reconnaissance Heavy

Attack Squadron Nine, shows the

wreckage of Lt(jgl Dieter Dengler's

A-1J BuNo 142031 inside Laos. The

fuselage lies on its port side, both

wings have been sheared from the

aircraft, the empennage has been

broken off and the centreline

external tank has been thrown a

considerable distance to the right

of the wreckage. Dengler, on his

first combat mission with VA-145

on 1 February 1966, survived the

shoot-down and crash-landing,

but was captured by Pathet Lao

forces. He escaped on 29 June

1966 and wandered in the jungle

for three weeks before he was

rescued (US Navy)

Having returned to duty after

his rescue and transfer to Fleet

Composite Squadron Seven as

an A-4 Skyhawk pilot, Lt Dieter

Dengler (right) flew his jet to

Edwards Air Force Base, California,

to meet the USAF Skyraider pilot

who, by happenstance, spotted him

in the North Vietnamese jungle on

20 July 1966 and called in a rescue

helicopter. Col (Lt Col during the

rescue) Eugene Deatrick (Ieftl was

commanding officer of the 1st Air

Commando Squadron (USAF/A 1C

Robert F Touboue via Robert F Door

collection)

Dong Hoi and rhe DMZ. Larer rhar same day, Lr Kurr V Anderson
desrroyed anorhcr bridge wirh rwo direcr hirs. He and his wingman rhen

conducred a road reconnaissance in mounrainous rerrain and came upon
a rruck convoy. Repearedly arracking ir wirh bombs, rockcrs and cannon
fire, rhe rwo A-I pilors desrroyed Four vehicles and damagcd seven orhers.

On 25 FcbrualY, Lr dr Clarence R Armsrrong was escorring a
reconnaissance aircraFr off rhe coasr of 'orrh Viernam when, derecring

a Fainr emergency beeper, he broke Formarion and desccnded rhrough a
solid overcasr ro 300 Fr. carching rhrough Fog and rain, he cscorred a SAR
helicoprer ro rhe scenc. AFrer rescuing a survivor, rhc helicoprcr crew learned
rhar Four more men remained in rhe warer - rhey had ejecrcd From a SAF
RB-66C rhar had been damaged by an SA-2 near Vinh and cvenrually
abandoned over rhe sea. Armslrong became on-scene commander, and

su pervised rhe rescue of rhc crcwmen in rhe wa rer.

In early March 1966, Lr CdrJohn C Srovall and Lr(jg) David G Maples
launched on a RES AP parrol and were called in ro scarch For a downed
pilor rhrough inrense AAA and poor wearher. Srovall derachcd Maples ro
locare and escol'r rhc rescuc hclicoprer while hc scarchcd rhc arca For rhe
pi lor. Borh 'Swordsmcn' rook hirs as rhey arrackcd cncmy gun posirions,

bur rhe rescuc arrcmpr was unsuccessFul in locaring rhc downcd pilor.
On 10 March, XO dr Donald E Sparks and Lr(jg) Daniel P Farkas

were diverred by wearhcr From an armed reconnaissancc mission over
Norrh Viernam ro a FAC over rhe A Shau Valley, in Sourh Vicrnam,

where a largcr enemy Force had surrounded 100 US and ARV special
Forces. Penerraring an 800-Fr overcasr concealing surrounding mounrain
peaks, Sparks and Farkas descended rhrough a break in rhc clouds and
bombed and srraFed encmy Forces rhrough wirhering ground fire. They
rhen climbed back up rhrough rhc overcasr beFore rcpearing rheir arrack
runs rhrough rhe break. The pilors desrroyed seven gun posirions.

Ir was during rhis acrion rhar SAF Maj Bernard F Fisher landed his
A-I Eon rhe A Shau airsrrip and rescued Fellow 'Spad' pilor Maj 0 W
'Jump' Myers. Fishcr was awarded rhe Medal oFHonor For rhis acrion.

After a break From rhe war, Ranger rerurned ro Dixie Station on 12 April.
Thirteen days Iarer, Lr(jg) Malcolm Johns experienced a rough-running
engine and Force-landed ar Duc Hoa AB. On 26 April Four' wordsmen'

arracked a VC sroragc complex sourheasr of aigon. PcrForming rcpeared
arracks rhrough inrcnse small arms fire, rhey destroyed 25 large srrucrures
and damaged 15 orhers. Asimilar srrike was flown rwo days Iarer, desrroying
35 srrucrures and damaging 40 more.

Ranger arrived on Yankee Station on 29 April, and began a week of
srrike, armed reconnaissance and RESCAP missions. On 20 June, Lr Cdr
John W Tunnell died when his A-I H (BuNo 139806) inexplicably
crashed ShOITly aFrer launching on a nighr srrike mission.

Lr Thomas M Oprian and Lr(jg) Norman R Lessard enjoyed lively
success on 26 June during a srrike on a segmenr of Roure IA. They inrer­
dicred rhe road ar rwo poinrs, pur a bridge our of use, desrroyed 15 rrucks
and caused a secondary explosion rhar senr a fireball 600 Fr inro rhe air.

The 'Swordsmen' welcomed Lr Dengler back aboard CVA-6] on 2 I
July aFrer his escape and rescue. Sparks relieved GriFfirh as CO on 3
Augusr, and rwo days larer Ranger deparred Yankee Station. The 3rd was
marred by rhe loss of an A-I H (Bu 0 134586), which had been hir by
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COLOUR PLATES

2
A-1H BuNo 134569/NF 311 of VA-52, USS Ticonderoga (CVA-14I, August 1964

1
A-1 H BuNo 139662/NK 510 of VA-145, USS Constellation (CVA-64), August 1964

3
EA-1E BuNo 133772/RR 73 ofVAW-11 Det R, USS Kearsarge ICVS-33), September 1964

USS Intrepid (CVS-11). seen here on

16 December 1965 while working up

for its first of three deployments to
the Tonkin Gulf, took CVW-10 -the

'Champagne Air Wing' - to Vietnam

with an 'all·attack' load·out of two
A-4 Skyhawk squadrons (VA-15 and
VA-95) and two A-1 Skyraider units

(VA-165 and VA-176). CVW-10 was

the only air wing to deploy to
Vietnam with more than one 'Spad'

attack squadron assigned to it
(USN/PH3 F M Horvath)

'CHAMPAGNE AIR WING'
The US Navy decided to alleviate the demanding schedule for its attack

carriers by pressing anti-submarine warfare support aircraft carriers into

service as limited attack carriers. USS Intrepid (CVS-1l) was the first

selected for this honor, deploying thrice to the Tonkin Gulf in that role.

On the first of these Vietnam deployments, Intrepid embarked

CYW-10, known as the 'Champagne Air Wing', which included two

A-4 units - VA-15 and VA-95 - and for the only time on a Vietnam-era

carrier, two A-I H/] squadrons in the form of VA-165 'Boomers' and

VA-176 'Thunderbolts'. After work-ups, Intrepidand CYW-10 departed

Norfolk, Virginia, on 4 April 1966 and steamed to the Tonkin Gulf, via

the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal, with 24 'Spads' embarked.

As Intrepid approached the war zone, the A-I pilots incorporated

knives and 9 mm sidearms as irems oftheir survival equipmenr. The pilors

attended ]EST Oungle Environmental Survival Training) at Cubi Point

before CVS-11 took up its position at Dixie Station.

On 15 May 1966, VA-165 (led by Cdr Harry D Parode) and VA-176

(headed by Cdr Robert] Martin) launched their first strikes over South

Vietnam from Intrepid. In two line periods ofoperations in II, III, and IV

Corps areas, VA-176 flew almost 2000 combat hours and dropped 1720

tons of ordnance on targets in South Vietnam. None of its aircraft were

seriously damaged, but ground fire hit A-Is during 24 sorties.

During a typical day on Dixie Station, VA-176 launched five three­

aeroplane missions and one four-aeroplane mission, the last of which

recovered at nighr. Standard 30- and 50-degree dive attacks were used

whenever weather and the nature of the target permitted. Racetrack

patterns were also flown when ground fire was light or negligible, with

30-to-60 second intervals between attacks to allow FACs to provide

target information to the pilot on each run (text continues on page 65).

small arms fire during a road reconnaissance over Norrh Vietnam.

Coaxing his ailing aircraft back to Ranger, Lt(jg) David Franz suffered

brake failure after landing and the A-I rolled over the side of the carrier.

The pilot was quickly recovered. When CVA-61 left for home, the

'Swordsmen' had flown 1700 combat missions and expended five million

pounds ofordnance during 136 days on the line.

x
(I)

a:::
UJ
l­
e...
<l:
:r:
u

48



~2D35l
llSS CORAL SEA

_ .....~NAVY
VA-16S

4
A-1H BuNo 139715/NM 605 ofVA-196, USS Bon Homme Richard(CVA-31l, September 1964

7
A-1J BuNo 142035/NL 204 of VA-165, USS Coral Sea (CVA-43l, July 1965

8
EA-1 F BuNo 132591/VR 707 of VAW-13 Det 1, 1965

uss RANGER

NAVY....,.....-- ......
VA-95

5
A-1H BuNo 139779/NG 512 of VA-95, USS Ranger(CVA-61), March 1965

- 39770

NAVY -.----......
VA-215--

•

50
6
A-1H BuNo 139770/NP 565 ofVA-215, USS Hancock (CVA-19), April 1965

9
A-1H BuNo 139768/NE 577 of VA-25, USS Midway (CVA-41), September 1965 51



10
A-1J BuNo 142051/AH 582 of VA-152, USS Oriskany (CVA-34), August 1965

13
A-1H BuNo 139779/NE 574 of VA-25, USS Coral Sea (CVA-43), November 1966

USS KrTIY HAWK

__...... ----.- NAVY
VA· liS

S BONNE HOMME RICHARD

NAVY..,.....,.........-
VA-ISS

11
A-1H BuNo 139702/NM 601 of VA-196, USS Bon Homme Richard(CVA-31), October 1965

14
A-1J BuNo 142076/NH 502 ofVA-115, USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-63), March 1966

52
12
A-1H BuNo 139692/NF 381 of VA-52, USS Ticonderoga (CVA-14), March 1966

15
A-1J BuNo 142016/NH501 ofVA-115, USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-631. December 1965 53



16
A-1J BuNo 142031/NK 504 of VA-145, USS Ranger (CVA-61), February 1966

19
A-1H BuNo 137543/AK 409 of VA-176, USS Intrepid(CVS-11), October 1966

17
A-1 H BuNo 137512/AH 504 of VA-152, USS Oriskany (CVA-34), August 1966

___.....,.--,- NAVY
VA-2IS

USSHANCOCK

20
A-1 H BuNo 137586/NP 569 of VA-215, USS Hancock (CVA-19), April 1966

,-
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54
18
A-1J BuNo 142059/AK 204 of VA-165, USS Intrepid(CVS-11), October 1966

21
A-1H BuNo 137612/NF 504 of VA-115, USS Hancock (CVA-19), June 1967 55
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22
A-1H BuNo 134569/NM 300 of VA-52, USS Ticonderoga ICVA-14), March 1967

25
A-1H BuNo 134575/AH 511 of VA-152, USS OriskanylCVA-34L November 1967

35324

26
EA-1F BuNo 132591/AK 783 ofVAW-33 Det 11,
USS IntrepidlCVS-llL November 1967

23
A-1H BuNo 135324/NP 563 of VA-215, USS Bonne Homme RichardICVA-31), May 1967

56

..
USS INTREPID

•.-..__---,-- NAVY
VA-145

24
A-lJ BuNo 142033/AK 501 of VA-145, USS IntrepidlCVS-ll L September 1967

27
A-1H BuNo 135300/NL405 ofVA-25, USS Coral Sea (CVA-43), January 1968 57
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1
28
EA-1F BuNo 132555/VR 012 of VAW-13,
USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-63), May 1968

o
USS

TICONDEROGANAVY -
VAC-33 ldJ

30
EA-1 F BuNo 132545/AK 601 of VAQ-33 Det 11,
USS Intrepid (CVS-11), December 1968

29
EA-1F BuNo 134974/NM 705 ofVAQ-33 Det 14,
USS Ticonderoga (CVA-14), June 1968
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VA-176 A-1H BuNo 135326 is

serviced on the deck of CVS-11

in preparation for a mission over

Southeast Asia on 20 May 1966.
It is armed with Mk 77 mod 1 550-lb

napalm fire bombs on the inboard
wing pylons. This aircraft was

assigned to Lt Charles A Knochel,
who was killed in 'Spad' AK 401

BuNo 135239 over North Vietnam

on 22 September 1966 - VA-176's
only combat loss of the war (US

Navy via Robert F Do" collection)

VA-176 A-1H BuNo 137496, assigned

to Lt Cdr W C Zimmerman, is

refuelled for a launch from CVS-11

in September 1966. The diving bee
marking on the empennage became

the most famous US Navy Skyraider
unit marking of the war (US Navy/
AN J A Bah,s via R F Dorr collection)

Against more heavily defended

targets, the A-Is would roll in at

6000 ft, release ordnance at 4200 Ft

and pull up by 3000 Fe. The com­

mon occurrence of a cloud layer at

2500-4000 ft usually necessitated a

30-degree glide from the cloud base.

On occasion, Mk 54 depth bombs

were used effectively against struc­

tures too, whilst 'Daisy cutter'

extended fuses proved useful when

employed with 2000-lb bombs to

clear hel icopter land ing zones.

Day and night armed reconnais­

sance accounted for halFof the mis­

sions flown by VA-165 and VA-176 over North Vietnam. Two­

aeroplane sections were used as the primary tactical Formation. When

four-aeroplane divisions were used, they would split up into two­

aeroplane sections and make coordinated attacks from diFferent

directions. 'Spads' were limited to lightly defended areas relatively Free of

SA-2s. However, the mobility of theAAA constantly changed the areas in

which they could operate, seriously reducing the effectiveness ofwhat had

previously been the best visual reconnaissance aircraFt employed over

orth Vietnam. Pilots had to use 'jinking' and high-g split-S manoeuvres

to avoid SAMs. The A-I also lacked a radar warning receiver system to

alert it to the presence ofan active SA-2, so 'Spad' pilots had to vigilantly

monitor the UHF guard channel For warnings of SAM launches.

'There were so many A-I s on Intrepid that planners weren't always sure

what to do with us', explained Lt(jg) William T 'Tom' Patton oFVA-176.

'Mostly, we were turned loose and told to be careFul. In my own case,

most of the targets I hit during 40 missions over the north were of my own

choosing. We Frequently roamed at will, exercising our own judgment,

hitting bridges, trucks, barges and the like. We actually blew up two

ammo depots and were involved in

one "mini" Alpha Strike.'

VA-176 A-I s flew coastal and

inland armed reconnaissance in

pairs, with not less than 500-700 Ft

ofseparation horizontally and verti­

cally. A minimum of 1.5 hours over

land was usual during double-cycle

missions. A-I s maintained altitudes

of 3500-7000 Ft, tolerating less

eFFective target acquisition because

AAA prohibited lower altitudes.

Most of the remaining missions

flown by VA-176 over North

Vietnam took the Form of RESCAP

sorties. CYW-IO's A-Is were used

in the initial search For downed air­

men, as escorts for SAR helicopters
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and H U-16s and For the suppression of AAA and enemy troops. During

the deployment, VA-165 and VA-176 flew 108 RESCAP missions,

which involved loitering oFF the coast For up to five hours and being ready

at an y ti me to head inland to assist a rescue. The A- Is engaged the enemy

during 1I of these missions, resulting in the recovery of six fliers.

Three of Intrepid's A-I s were shot down during the deployment, with the

first one (A-I H BuNo 137534) being lost on 2 September. The ai rcraFt was

being flown by VA-l 65's XO, Cdr Wiliam S Jett, when it was hit by AAA

during a road reconnaissance mission near Vi nh Son. Jett managed to reach

the Tonkin GulF and bale out five miles oFF the coast. He was soon rescued

by a US Navy helicopter. Eleven days later, Lt(jg) T J Dwyer's VA-165

A-I H (BuNo 134534) was hit in the port wing by AAA during a strike on

an air deFence site at Cape Falaise, 25 miles norrh of Vinh. Like his XO,

D"'Yer made it to the coast and took to his parachute ten miles out to sea.

He tOO was rescued by a US Navy helicoprer.

VA-176 suFFered its only combar loss on 22 Seprember when Lr

Charles A Knochel drew fire as he went 'Feet wet' over Mu Ron Ma aFter

completing an armed reconnaissance mission north of rhe DMZ. His

A-I H (BuNo 135239) was hit in rhe starboard wing, serting oFF some of
its 20 mm ammunition. Knochel baled out, but he hit the I·vater hard as

his parachute swung violently. H is wingman saw no movemell[ From the

downed aviator when he flew over him, and by rhe time an H U-16

arrived to attempt a pick-up 12 minutes later, Knochel had slipped

benearh the surFace of the water and no trace oFhim was ever Found.

On 27 September J966, Cdr A R Ashworth relieved Martin as 0 of
VA-176. CVS-Il's Fourth line period - and its most memorable of the

war - began on 1 OctOber. Eight days later, Lt(jg) PattOn was on a

RESCAP flight led by Lr Cdr Leo Cook, wirh Lt(jg) Jim Wiley on his

wing. Lt Pere Russell led the second section, wirh Parton on his wing. The

weather was fine - excellent visibility and calm seas. The Skyraider pilots

knew rhar rhey mighr get some business because rhey were covering a

major rhree-carrier AJpha strike on targets in the Hanoi area. Three sepa­

rate groups From each carrier would attack one right aFter rhe other. The

'Spads' hugged the coastline southeast of Hanoi, getting as close to 'Feet

dry' as was saFely possible so as to enhance rheir RESCAP capabilities.

'Looking ar rhe no-man's land between us and the rarget', said PattOn,

'I wondered wherher anyone in his right mind would even rry to take Four

A- Is in there. 1Fsomeone did go down, we'd have to take a di rect route to

save time, and the direct route would carry us over some deadly flak sires,

nor to mell[ion SAM emplacements'. PartOn and his squadron mates had

flown deep ill[o' Indian Country', asrhe highly deFended region oFHanoi

and its environs was sometimes called, numerous times beFore. But on

those occasions they had had the luxury of choosing their entry and exit

points, avoiding, wherever possible, enemy gun emplacements.

Plumes of smoke and flame rose From the city's environs as the

attacking aircraFt dove in and released their bombs. AJmost immediately

aFter release, they were winging their way east with all due speed to reach

the sanctuary of the sea. Ar first, Patton thought all the fighters and

bombers had escaped enemy guns. However, an F-4 B From VF-154 was

struck by a 100 mm AAA shell as it rolled in to attack the railway bridge

at Phu Ly, Forcing the crew to eject 20 miles southwest of Hanoi. Patton

VA-176 A-1H BuNo 135239 had

much of its rudder shot away by

flak during a mission over North

Vietnam. The threat of SA-2 SAMs

often drove US aircraft to operate

at lower altitudes, where they were

vulnerable to radar-guided 37 mm

and 57 mm automatic cannons

(US Navy/PH3 J A Bahrs via Robert

F Dorr collectionl

examined his navigation charts and

the locarions of [he known SAM

and AAA si[es, designared by black

cil'c1es hand-drawn on the chart.

There were plell[y between rhe

'Spads' and the F-4 crew. The land­

scape where [he naval aviatOrs had

gone down was also charaCl"erised by

saw-tOorhed mountains.

'I Fel[ we could ge[ in, but! was

worried abou[ rhe helo's chances.

He'd be a sitting duck', Panon

recalled. Even so, the decision was

made to attemp[ rhe rescue. 'I didn'[

envy Cook having to make [he go-ahead decision', Patton continued. 'It

was a long sho[, bm I admi red his gU[S'. Cook and Wiley flew tOward land

and headed For [he shoo[-down sire, while Pa[tOn and Russell, weaving

around [he slower helicop[er, began [heir ingress. Pa[tOn was in the rear,

ready to attack any source ofground fire. The fligh[ was made at berween

8000-9000 F[ - high enough, [he A-I pilo[s hoped, to escape the known

AAA in [he enemy's inventOry. SAM si[es were another matter, For [hey

would have a field day widl [he 'Spads' and a helicopter a[ [ha[ height.

The laner had enough Fuel Fora round rrip to [he ship, plus [enmillLj[es

overhead the downed aircrew. Fuel was no[ a problem For [he Skyraiders,

as [he aircraFt's endurance was one oFi[s greatest Features.

Once !)attOn and Russell crossed [he coasdine [he sky around [hem li[

up witll flak. Black and whi[e clouds exploded in a Harding barrage.

'When I saw [ha[ first curtain of AAA, I [hought it would be impossible

For the helo to get through', explained Pauon. 'The pilot must have Fel[

that way, tOO. Either thar, or he becamc disoricll[ed, For he quickly swung

around to the east and began heading back ou[ tOward rhe water'.

Patton directed the helicopte" back to the west and [he fligh[ comin­

ued. 'I rolled in on one of [he gun si[es', Patton recalled. 'I made several

firing passes, scattering 20 mm shells wildly. I though[ [he runs would

keep a Few Norrh Vietnamese heads down, bu[ there was no noticeable

eFFeCl" on the volumes of flak. ! think the runs boos[ed the morale of thc

helo crew, though. Also, ! was careFul to use only [wO of my Fou I' cannons.

! wanted plenry oF20 "mike-mike" on hand For possible use larer on. All

of a sudden [he shooting stOpped. It was as iF we had passed through a

wa[erFali ill[o rhe clear. We had made it [hrough unscathed, except For the

helo, which tOok some hi[s, but none bad enough to cancel [he mission'.

Cook then radioed that Four MiG-17s had been sighted in [he area.

Russell promptly transmitted this inForma[ion to a destroyer oFFshore,

aski ng For immed iate ai I' cover. UnFortunately, rhe F-4s and F-8s on CA P

had run low on Fuel, and an in-fligh[ tanker was unavailable. The 'Spad'

drivers were on their own. They could mus[er 240 kno[s of airspeed at

normal rared power, but the M iGs could nearly double that wirh ease.

Suddenly, Wiley exclaimed, 'I've got three MiGs taking turns on me!

Please ge[ some flgh tel' cover inhere!' Russell, able to convey some wit even

under these pressurised circumstances, keyed his mike and transmiued,

'Right, "Pud", we're on our way witll cwo "Spads" and a helo l '

VA-176 A-1H BuNo 134472, assigned

to XO Cdr A R Ashworth, is lifted by

crane after it made a gear-up crash

landing into the barricade on board

CVS-11 on 19 July 1966. The A-1

was flown on this mission by Lt Cdr

Charles L Cook, who later became

CO of VA-176 in 1968, when the unit

retired the last attack 'Spads' in the

US Navy. Repaired, BuNo 134472

was supplied to the VNAF, and it

is presently on display at the Royal

Thai Air Force Museum at Don

Muang Airport IUS Navy/PH3

Koennecker via R F Do" collectionl

Ltljgl William T 'Tom' Patton stands

on the wing of VA-176's A-1H

AK 404. Note the MiG silhouette

painted with a red lightning bolt

through it on the fuselage. Patton

was flying in a different aircraft,

AK 409 IBuNo 137543). when he

downed a MiG-17 on 9 October 1966

IUS Navy via W Mutza collection)
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srill hadn'r exploded, so I fired rhree
Zunis one righr afrer rhe orher'.

The Zunis had srraighr, rrue rra­
jecrories. They bursr from rheir

chambers in rhe four-place pods
benearh each wing bur zoomed by
rhe MiG, narrowly missing it.

'The MiG rhen flipped over and

plummered roward a mass ofclouds
below. I benr my aircrafr around

and followed him. Jusr before rhe
MiG disappeared inro rhe whire
mass, I fired rhe lasr rocker, which

musr have missed also. Enveloped
by cloud, I swi rched my visual scan

ro rhe gauges in order ro righr myself I wasn'r keen ro smash inro one of
rhe surrounding mounrains. I popped clear ar 500 fr and was borroming
our from rhe dive when, off ro my Iefr, Isaw rhe pilor ejecr From rhe MiG.'

The helicoprer crew saw some of rhe acrion from rheir posirion above
rhe clouds, bur nor rhe ejecrion or rhe crash. Leo Cook and rhe orhers were
several miles away, and did nor see whar wenr on eirher, bur in shorr order

rhey flew over rhe crash sire. Parton received official credir for rhe kill based
on rhe helicoprer crew's observarions and Cook's aurhenricarion of rhe
crash sire. Ir was Iarer learned rhar four Ivl iGs had launched bur only rhree
had re[LIrned to base, one wirh a seriously damaged wingrip.

'I rhink rhe 20 "mike-mike" disabled rhe engine', nored Parron. 'Maybe

rhe IvliG pilor made rhar lasr plunge rhrough rhe clouds ro reach a lower
alrirude ar which ro ejecr. Perhaps he felr rhar punching our earlier would
have made him a helpless rarger floaringdown in his 'chure.'

Sadly, rhe F-4 crew rhar rhe flighr had been rrying ro rescue was cap­
rured soon afrer reaching rhe ground. Subsequently, Parron was awarded
rhe Silver Srar, while oak, Wiley and Russell received DFCs. Russell
complered rhe CVS-I I deploymenr, volunreered for more combar duty,
rhis rime in OV-I Os wirh Lighr Arrack Squadron Four, and was killed in
his aircrafr by a single buller over Sourh Viernam on 23 May 1969.

The damage inflicted on rhe communisr war efforr by VA-176, for
example, is reflecred in rhe unir's srarisrics - 14 bridges, 84 barges, 15

rrucks, 17 rail cars and rhree AM
sires desrroyed, wirh orher rargers
in rhese caregories damaged. The
'Thu nderbol rs' accompl ished rhese

fears in 1606 com bar sanies wirh
2566 rons of ordnance. Intrepid

and CVW-I 0 arrived home on 21

November. The following monrh,
Cdr Jert relieved Parode as CO of
VA-165. The unir rhen moved ro

AS Whidbey Island, Washingron,
for rransirion ro rhe A-6A, and ir
would rerum ro rhe war wirh irs new

jet in November 1967.

Lt(jg! W Thomas 'Tom' Patton !left)

and Lt Peter F Russell describe their

MiG-killing mission of 9 October

1966, standing in front of A-1H BuNo

135326 AK 412 which the latter pilot

was flying at the time. Russell went

on to fly OV-10A Bronco aircraft

with Light Attack Squadron Four

in South Vietnam, and was killed by

small-arms fire on 23 May 1969 (US

Navy via Robert F Dorr collection)

A-1H BuNo 135272 SHUSH BOOMER

of VA-165 was assigned to Lt Jeb

Stuart. It is seen here flying over

the Tonkin Gulf in 1966. A veteran

of two Vietnam tours with the

A-1, VA-165 was nicknamed the

'Boomers'. The unit subsequently

completed no fewer than five

combat tours with the A-6 Intruder

between November 1967 and

October 1973 (Tom Hansen

via Wayne Mutza collection!

This was the A-1H (BuNo 137543)

that Lt(jg) W Thomas 'Tom' Patton

was flying when he shot down his

MiG-17 on 9 October 1966. It is seen

here parked on the apron at NAS

Quonset Point, Rhode Island, in

1968, awaiting overhaul, repainting

and transfer to the USAF for combat

duty in Southeast Asia This aircraft

was shot down near Muong Soui, in

Laos, on 2 July 1969, killing its pilot,

Capt John L Flinn (Roger Besecker

via Wayne Mutza collection)

The survivors were in a mounrainous area covered by rhick cloud
immediarely overhead. The four MiGs managed ro force Wiley and Cook
ro separare. One of rhem rhen went afrer Cook, who avoided rheir line of

fire. Wiley was gerring rhe worsr ofir, however. The remaining Mis had
formed a racerrack parrern and were rolling in on him. His besr oprion
was ro ger down low and make righr rums ro elude rhe jers.

Ar one point Wiley banked sharply around a mountain ro rhe left. One
of rhe pursuing M iGs broke around rhe same mountain ro rhe righr, rhen
[LImed sreeply ro rhe left. For an insranr rhis placed rhe MiG in fronr of
\'(Iiley, who gave ir a bursr from rhe 'Spad's' cannons. The shells rore orr

rhe rip of rhe MiG's wing and a vapour rrail spurred from it. 0 one saw
rhe MiG crash, bur Wiley was larercredired wirh a 'probable kill.'

Parron said, 'Pere and I arrived righr afrer rhar wirh rhe helo. We were

srrung our, sparred two of rhe MiGs, and manoeuvred for a head-on pass'.
Russell had his can nons armed, and he ai med ar rhe belly of rhe lead MiG.
Ir sped directly roward him, and he fired. The MiG passed so close rhar
Russell's A-I shook from rhe wake creared by rhe jds exhaust. Alrhough
rhe MiG was norseen again, Russell was also credired wirh a probable kill.

Meanwhile, Parron was sri II ar 9000 fr. 'I shoved rhe rh rorrle forward to
full power, rhen pushed over. A MiG darring along above rhe rrees was
heading in my direcrion, bur irs pilor didn'r see me. I counred for four
seconds unrill figured he was in range, rhen rolled my A-I inro a splir-S.
I dove srraighr down, garhering speed to 300+ knors and complered rhe
splir ar rhe MiG's "four o'clock", pulling Gs ro recover from rhe dive'.

The dive seemed to be roo sreep, bur Parron fired anyway. Then rhe
MiG pilor realised rhe A-I was on him, and he pulled up hard rowards ir.

'Thinking rhar I would overshoor him, he execured a reverse rum',

Parron conrinued. 'This was a faralmisrake on his part. He was climbing,
losing speed, while I srill had plenry. Maybe his reversal would have
worked againsr anorher MiG-17, bur in rhis case ir was premarure on his
parr because I ended up ar his "six o'clock". I'd been righr as a clenched flsr
rill rhis point, bur now I felr myself relax, knowing rhe advanrage I had.'

'I waired pariently unril rhe M i filled my gunsighr rericle. This was, of
course, rhe mosr exciring momenr in my life. I'll never forger ir. The mosr
obvious flrsr impression I had when up close ro rhe enemy flghrer was rhe
"coke borde" shape of rhe fuselage. The only marking I remember was rhe
red srar midway along rhe fuselage. Borh rhe MiG and I were climbing,

me in close nail on him. I fired
rhe cannons. My wings rrembled,
and rhe 20 "mike-mike" sounded a

reassu ri ng, deep sraccato as rhey
sneamed inro rhe railpipe of rhe
MiG. I was so close I could see meral
fragmenrs flying from rhe rail,
which was lirerally disinregraring.

'I srarred firing ar 500 fr and
closed ro 100 ft. Borh rhe MiG and
I were poinred up ar a 75-degree
angle when my guns quit. I Iarer
learned rhar rwo were empry and rhe
orher pair had jammed. The MiG
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O
n 13 April] 9G6, Cdr William J Sroddard relieved Cdr Harry E

Ettinger asCO ofVA-25, which was soon assigned (along with the

rest of CVW-2) ro Midways sister ship, CoraL Sea, for its second

war cruise. The unit wenr straight inro action on 13 September, JUSt 24

hours afrer arriving in-theatre, when Lr Cdr Rosario M 'Zip' Rausa - on

his first flight of rhe war - and Lt Charlie W HarTman participated in the

successful extraction ofan F-I 05 pilot downed over Laos.

The next day, however, saw the loss of Cdr Sroddard during an armed

reconnaissance mission. Three SA-2s were fired at his A-I H (BuNo

139756) shorrly afrer he had led his section on a strike against a srorage

faciliry near Vinh. Sroddard and his wingman, Lr Cdr Ralph Smirh, were

descending from 5000 fr down to 1000 fr JUSt off the coast when the first

two missiles exploded nearby. The CO's warning of SAMs in the air

enabled his wingman ro avoid the SA-2s, bur the third destroyed

Sroddard's A-I, killing him instanrly. VA-25's XO, Cdr James D Burden,

assumed command of the unit wirhout ceremony later that same day.

By this rime, armed reconnaissance and RESCAP were the primary

missions of A-I unirs in rhe Tonkin Gulf, with dedicared strikes having

been consigned ro rhe pasr due ro rhe SAM threar. Highways, bridges,

supply depors, barges, junks and truck convoys were the main targets.

VA-25 opel'ated mosrly over and offshore of central orth Viernam.

Frequenrly, night road reconnaissance was conducred in coordination

wjrh sophisricared US Army OV-I Mohawk observation aircrafr.

On 12 Ocrober, Lt R Deane Wood's A-] H (BuNo ]35323) was hir by

AAA near Lang Long during a reconnaissance mission along Route 15.

The pilot headed for the coasr, bur his srarboard wing was soon ablaze,

and he baled out over enemy terrirory. Landing on a hillside, Wood hid

beneath a rhick jungle canopy and waired ro be rescued. A-I s assisted in

rhe SA R effon, bur ground fI re d rove away a Sea Ki ng SA R hel icopter sen t

ro pick him up. On ]6 Ocrober, a ream of US Special Forces and Nung

commandos from Laos was insened by two Sea Kings from Intrepid, and

they searched the area for several hours, killing four enemy soldiers. With

North Vietnamese troops c10si ng in on Wood's position, the commandos

were retrieved by two Sea Kings, but one SH-3 was hit by ground fire,

wounding two crewmen and two

commandos. The stricken heli­

copter ditched near the destroyer

USS HenLey (DD-762), which res­

cued the crew and commandos.

During the last of these failed res­

cue attempts, VA-25's Lt(jg) AI

Nichols escorted a hel icopter

through an overcast and made

repeated strafing and rocket-firing

runs with only 700 ft between the

VA-25 A-1H Skyraiders share

the deck of Coral Sea with other

CVW-2 aircraft in 1966 during the

squadron's second Vietnam

deployment. Aircraft NE 575

(foregroundl is loaded with Mk 81

250-lb low-drag bombs fitted with

Snakeye fins. The latter allowed the

aircraft to release the bombs at

lower speeds and altitudes without

endangering the aircraft. BuNo

127517 was ultimately supplied

to the VNAF INational Museum

of Naval Aviation via Wayne

Mutza collection)

cloud layer and the ground. Woods ordered rhe SAR helicopter away

from his posi tion, however, because of the proxim ity ofenemy troops. He

was captured a shon while later and eventually released on 4 March] 973.

On 6 November, Lt Cdr Smith and Ens Larry Gardiner panicipated in

the rescue ofan F-I 05 pilot downed well inside enemy terrirory. Five days

later, LtJim Lynne and Gardiner located a VA-22 A-4C pilot who had

ejecred neal' the coast after colliding with his wingman. They covered the

downed aviaror until he was rescued by a US Navy helicopter.

18 November saw Lt Cdr J D Ehret and Lt(jg) Bruce G Marcus targeted

by three SA-2s that were fired at them whilst they were flying five miles

inland west of Hon Me Island. Two of the SAMs deronated near Marcus'

'Spad', bur he was able ro survive the attack through the employment ofwell­

executed taeries. This incidenr, combined with the recenr loss of A-I s from

other units ro SAMs, led ro the resrricrion of all US avy Skyraiders ro

RESCAP, coastal reconnaissance, diverT recoveries in Laos and conrrolled

bombing in the vicinity of the DMZ. A-] s were also prohibited from flying

over North Viernam, except during SA R missions.

'Spads' also routinely carried Out naval gunfire spotting, with pilots

acting as the aerial 'eyes' for desrroyers on the Operation Sea Dragon gun

line just north of the DMZ, as well as for vessels firing at coasral shipping.

1967 had barely begun when, on 5 January, twO VA-25 A-Is were

involved in the arrempted rescue of VA-I 92 A-4E pilot Lt Cdr Richard A

Stratton. Ejecting over the Kidney River, near Thanh Hoa, he had been

captured almost immediately. Disappointment also struck on 13 January

when a VA-23 A-4 E pilot ejected near Hon Me Island. Parachuting inro

the water offshore, the naval aviaror was blown ashore and captured.

Three VA-25 A-I s rook hits from ground fire during the rescue attempr.

Later that same month, in a departure from routine, four 'Spads' led by

Gardiner were directed against a large force of troops four battalions

strong in southern Laos. Each A-I made four runs, but the results were

undetermined. VA-25 returned ro Lemoore on 23 February 1967 and

immediately began preparing for its third, and last, war cruise with the

Skyraider, which would commence in just five months time.

'WILD ACES HIGH'
VA-I 52, with Cdr Gordon I Smith as CO, deployed with CV\XI-I 6 on

Oriskany for its second Viernam cruise on 26 May 1966. Arriving on Dixie
Station on 30 June, the unit warmed up with] 28 sorties in just eight days

against VC troops and bases, prior ro CVA-34 being transferred ro Yankee
Station. One of VA-I 52's first duties 'up nonh' was ro cover the rescue

of VF-162 F-8E pilot Lt(jg) Richard F Adams (his second ejection over

Viernam) on 12 July northeast of Haiphong. Four 'Wild Aces" A-is

were involved in the SAR mission, which penetrated deeper inro onh

Vietnam than any preceding rescue attempr. VA-I 52 also assisted in the

rescue of two USAF pilots near Dong Hoi on 27 July.

The '0 Boat's' second line period got off ro a sad start on 7 August

when Lt Charles W Fryer's A-I H (BuNo 13970 I) was hit in its pon wing

by small arms fire while attacking a train near Qui Vinh. Flyer attempted

ro ditch in the Tonkin Gulf off Cape Bouron, but did not survive. The

mood of the squadron was brightened a few days later by two successful

SAR missions. Two VF-ll ] F-8E pilots were rescued from coastal waters
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139731) crashed while making a rocket run during a night road recon­
naissance mission near Nai Chuot Bach.

VA-I 52's losses were not yet over, for on 26 October, Oriskany suffered
a devastating fire. ix A-Is and seven A-4s were on the flightdeck being
readied for a night strike that evening when bad weather postponed the
launch. These aircrJft were fully armed when the postponement order
WJS issued, so JII ordnance hJd to be downlOJded and stored until it was

required JgJin. During the course of this operation, a Mk 24 Model 3
magnesium parJchute flare was mishandled and ignited in the forward
hangar deck area. The fire that erupted then detonated ordnance
elsewhere in the hangar deck that was being prepared for an air strike.

The resulting conflagration took more than five hours to put out, by
which point 36 officers (including 24 naval aviators) and eight enlisted men
had perished. Among the dead were VA-I 52's XO, CdrJohn J Nussbaumer,
and AZA David A Liste. Oriskany left the line and returned to Alameda
on 16 November, whereupon it entered Hunter Point shipYJrd in an

Francisco for repJirs to be effected.
The vessel's 1966 cruise WJS one of the more costly carrier deployments

of the war in terms of aircrJft Jnd pilots lost. Some 28 aircrJft were
destroyed (16 by enemy action Jnd 12 in mislups) and34 naval Jviators
killed or cJptured during the course of the deployment.

1967 would see the last deployments in ' pads' for the JVy's SIX
remainingA-1 attack units. Amongsrrhe latter was VA-52 (with Cdr Robert
Worchesek as CO), which joined CVW-19 again on board CVA-14 when
the vessel departed Alameda on 15 October 1966. The squadron was fortu­
nate in tlut 14 of its 21 pilots were combat veterans. During four line peri­
ods, the 'Knightriders' flew mostly RESCA P and coastal recconnaissJnce
patrols, as well as a few SteeL7/ger missions. VA-52 pilots also acted as gunfire
spotters for surface ships involved in Sea Dragon.

Lt W H Natter's A-I H (BuNo 135341) was hit by nuchine gun fire on

27 November while he was attacking cOJstal barges 15 miles north of
Thanh Hoa. Ie was rescued by a S av)' helicopter after ditching his
burning aircraft 40 miles out into the Tonkin Gulf. On 18 January 1967,
Lt(jg) Marlow E Madsen (in A-I H BuNo 139748), who was returning to
CVA-14 after a combat mission, was unable to slow his speed for a sJfe
arrestment. Waved off, he stalled, crashed intO the sea and WJS killed.

The 'Knightriders' returned home on 29 MJy and immediJtely
prepared for their move to NAS Whidbey Island and transition to the
A-6A Intruder. Viernam would see them again in September 1968.

VA-215 also found itself in-theatre in eJrly 1967 conducting its last
A-I deployment. Led by Cdr George Carlton, the unit left Alameda with
the rest ofCVW-21 on 26 January 1967, but this time embarked in Bon

Homme Richard. Carlton recounted one ofh is more memorable missions;
'Our first night Jttempt to rescue a downed pilot in enemy territory

occurred on 22 May 1967. A SAF F-4 had crashed some 30 miles north
of Hon Gay, and the chain-of-command- Cdr Jack Monger (CAG-2 I),
Capt C K Ruiz (CO of the Bonne Homme Richard) and Rear Adm
Vincent P de Poix (CommJnder, Carrier Group 7) - wanted to talk to me
in the flag ops centre. They had alerted the northern SAR ship to have a
helo in readiness. We all studied the charts, complete with AAA and SAM
plots, and I recommended a go. Someone was concerned that the location

Cdr George Carlton (Ieftl,

commanding officer of VA-215

'Barn Owls', with Cdr Jack Monger,

commander of CVW·21, in 1967

during the unit's third Vietnam

deployment. Carlton is wearing

a Nomex fire-retardant flight suit,

a new Life Preserver Assembly

and a G-suit. Monger is wearing

a 'Mae West' life preserver. Note

the gun belt around his waist

(US Navy via George Carlton)

A catapult officer touches the

f1ightdeck to signal the launch

go-ahead for a VA·152 Skyraider

from Oriskany in 1966. The aircraft

is being despatched on a naval

gunfire-spotting mission in support

of Sea Dragon off North Vietnam.

A UH-2 helicopter on a plane-guard

mission hovers in the background

(US Navy/Lt J M Watson 11/ via

Wayne Mutza collection)

VA·52 was one of only three US

Navy Skyraider squadrons involved

in the Vietnam War known to have

flown a 'CAG' bird, as denoted by

the modex NM 300. The squadron's

tradition of painting its bomb racks

(blue in colour) can be seen in this

1967 photograph of A·1 H BuNo

134569, the 'Knightrider's' 'CAG

bird', at Da Nang, loaded with 12

260-lb anti-personnel fragmentation

bombs. Note the unusual white

section of the engine cowling. This

aircraft was also passed on to the

VNAF (Tom Hansen via Wayne

Mutza collection)
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on I I and 13 August with assistance
from VA-I 52. Also on 13 August,

Smith and Lt(jg) J M Watson
destroyed a PT boat near Hon Gay.

VA-I 52 enjoyed a spectacular

success on 18 August during a road
reconnaissance mission near Cape
Bang when Lt Cdr Eric Schade and

Lt AJ Garvey noticed tracks lead ing
into a wooded area. On a hunch,
Schade fired several Zunis into the
woods, setting off several secondary
explosions. Every subsequent rocket
and strafing run yielded more explo­
sions. Three more pairs of VA-I 52
A-I s joined the strike in succession,

all producing more secondary explosions. The strike resulted in the
destruction of an estimated 22 trucks and 300-800 barrels of fuel. The
burned-out clearing became known as 'Eric's Truck Park'.

The successful VA-I 52 SAR of a USAF pilot near Ha Cong on 20
August was followed by the loss of twO 'Spads'. Five days later, Lt(jg)

James A Beene escaped from his A-I H (Bu 0 135236) after it ditched in
front of Oriskany following the failure of a catapult holdback fitting.
Then on the 28th, Cdr Smith's A-I H (BuNo 13523 J) was hit by AAA 25
miles south of Thanh Hoa. Heading out over the Tonkin Gulf with the
fuselage of his aircraft burning fiercely, Smith kicked himself vertically

out of the cockpit, but struck the tail as he fell away from the kyraider.
Fortunately, his parachute deployed before he hit the water, and Smith
was rescued by a US Navy helicopter launched from a neJrby destroyer.

On 31 August twO A-I s covered the rescue of a VFP-63 RF-8G pilot
from Haiphong harbour. A POL (petroleum, oil, lubricant) storage area
near Lang Ha was hit by the unit on 7 September, and the next day VA-I 52
destroyed 17 trucks. Two bridges were dropped on 24 September.

Oriskany's last line period on Yankee Station for the deployment would
end with disaster, both for the ship and CVW-I 6. On 5 October, Lt(jg)
Beene, who survived his catapult-related ditching on 25 August, was lost
with his A-I H (Bu 0 1376 10) in a thunderstorm 15 miles south of Hon
Mat island - only an oil slick was later found on the surface of the water.
Three days later, LtJohn A Feldhaus'
A-I H (Bu 0 137629) was hit by
AAA during a road reconnaissance
mission near Lang Quang. His wing­
man, Lt(jg) Quenzel, was also hit,
which meant that he was unable to
loiter to assist Feldhaus, who died in
the resulting crash.

Ammunition dumps, POL stor­
age and trucks were hit hard by the
unit in succeeding days, but on 14

October Ens Darwin J Thomas was
killed when his A-I H (Bu 0
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A-1H BuNo 135300 flies wing on

an HU-16 in 1966. This aircraft was

one of the four VA-25 Skyraiders

that prevailed over a VPAF MiG-17

in June 1965. The aircraft was

transferred to VA-52, shown here,

and later returned to VA-25, with

whom it flew the last US Navy A-1

attack mission of the war. BuNo

135300 is preserved in the National

Museum of Naval Aviation at NAS

Pensacola, Florida ITom Hansen

via Wayne Mutza collection)

was too close to MiG bases at Kep,

but it was agreed that VPAF fighters

were not known to fly at night.

'Monger asked, "What will you

need)" Being used to the SAR mis­

sion, 1 quickly advised him that we

would required four A-I s, four F-8s,

one A-3 tanker and the "Willie

Fudd" (E-I B Tracer). "What load)"

Monger enquired."We'lI need full

fuel, full ammo (800 rounds of 20

mm), two rocket pods (19-shot

2.75-in FFARs) and two flares on

each bird". This was a light load for

the Skyraider, allowing us to make

good speed to the objective area.

'We would to stagger the launches, with the E-] going first, followed by

the A-I s, A-3 and the F-8s - all separated by 15 to 20 minures, rhereby

allowing us all to arrive on starion at the same time with maximum fuel.

'We decided to start at 21 00 hl"s, which would pur us all on station by

2215 hI'S. The helo was ready to go, and 1 planned to pick it up as we

passed the northern SAR destroyer, well up intO rhe Tonkin Gulf As all

of rhis was starting, I had just returned from an unevenrful RESCAP - no

SAR mission had developed, but we did shoot up some "Wiblicks". As we

were leaving the flag bl"ieflng room, CAG asked me, "Who's leading rhis

one)" He knew the answer. Squadron COs fly more hours, and invariably

lead flrst-of-a-kind missions. This would not be an exceprion.

'[ remembered standing in the VA-215 ready room on Hancock in early

1965 when Bob Hessom was the "Barn Owl" CO. At the time I was on

CTF-77's staff, and was down rhere to be around the "Spad" drivers and

see how things were going. Little did I know rhat 1 would join the unir a

year later as XO. As Bob was suiting up for a hop, the ops officer, working

on the next day's schedule, suggested that the skipper might wanr to take

rhe day ofr, for he was well ahead on flighr hours. Bob stared him down,

offering thar this was his war, his squadron and his flight schedule! 1fully

supported that "Barn Owl" tradition. This would nor be an exception.

'The launch, join-up and flight north went well. As we approached the

SAR ship, I sent my Nos 3 and 4 off to escort the helo to a poinr ten miles

southeast of Cam Pha to await my orders. With the E-I, F-8s and A-3 in

position south and easr of Cam Pha, we were all set to have a go at it.

'As I approached rhe off-shore islands northeast of Cam Pha, having

determined that our path of least resistance would be along an easterl)'

route about ten miles north of here, I detached my wingman to provide

high cover for the helo on the way in. Thinking that a single "Spad"

throttled back to 160 knots would cause less of a stir, I turned off rhe

external lights and proceeded in at an altitude ofabour 2000 ft, throttling

back and leaning the carburettor mixture so as to I"educe the exhausr

flames as much as possible. In rich mixture, rhe R-3350 engine put our

huge, brighr red exhaust trails along borh sides of the fuselage. On the

other hand, in lean m ixru re the exhaust was a soft, Iigh t bl ue colou r. It was

about as stealthy as one could get in a Skyraider.

"'So far so good", I was thinking,

as 1could sec some lighrs from Hon

Gay at my "nine-thirty". Thinking

rhar I muSt be within five miles of

ouresrimated darum, I tried rhe fll"sr

conran. "Starlight Fom", this is

"Barn Owl One", over.'

'Magically, he came back with,

"Barn Owl", you're loud and clear.'

'''Show me a light", I responded.

Starring a turn ro set up an orbir, out of the blackness below a dim lighr

appeared. "'I(ill it", I radioed. The light went out. "Barn Owl Three",

bring 'em in. The datum's good.' "Roger, out", was the response.

'I gently climbed to rhe east, thinking thar lady luck was with us on this

one. Ar 130 knots, it would rake the helo 20 minutes ro make the transit.

The F-8s moved overland as high cover, the A-3 tanker was just offshore,

ready ro refuel them and the E-l, 50 miles south, had a radar view of the

whole scene. During the helo transit, I climbed up ro 6000 ft and rhen

eased back into position to be ready with guns and rockets as needed.

'I could see the helicopter approaching the datum, showing a vertical

white light for identification and coordination purposes. He was in

charge for the pick-up. After an exchange with the downed airman, who

was assured by the helo crew that he had a good shot at being rescued, rhe

pilot starred his approach ro a hover. All was looking okay from my perch

at 6000 ft. Suddenly, the blackness erupted as I could see muzzle flashes

from positions a half-mile or so west of rhe scene. Immediately thereafter,

the helo pilot reported, "We've been hit. My co-pilot's wounded".

'As I was rolling in on the flashes, I radioed, "Abort' Abort' 'Barn Owls'

get Out roo", as I didn'r wanr to take out one of my own birds.

'After flipping on the master arming switch (the four 20 mm cannons

were already set ro fire) and turning the external Iights to bright and flashing,

1 steadied in the run and fired my weapons in bursts - I feared that they

would overheat and jam if fired continuously - at the muzzle flashes now

coming in my direction. The tracers were going right into the flashes as 1

pressed home the attack. The AAA diminished, and I became concerned

about when to pull up, not knowing how high the telTain was. Thinking that

I was well below normal weapons release altitude, I squeezed off one more

burst and pulled the stick back as hal"d as I dared, at the same time pushing

throttle, prop and mixrure conrrols full forward. Thankfully, the A-I

climbed like rhe proverbial homesick angel.

'A check with the helo revealed rhat he would be feet wet in ] 5 minures,

and that the co-pilot was stable. 1 rhrottled back and headed downhill

wesr of Cam Pha. Nearing rhe coast at 500 ft and 300 knots, AM flashes

began blinking brightly off my left wing. "M y God", I rhought, "They're

firing at mel" Realising that my external lights were still on bright and

flashing, I cut rhem and srood the A-Ion its righr wingtip, pulling the

nose rhrough 45 degrees. Levelling rhe wings and seeing the coastline

ahead, 1continued downhill, crossing the beach at no more than 50 fr.

'The emotions one feels upon going feet wet afrer hanging it our a bit

overa hostile beach are unparalleled. In the process, I radioed blindly (not

wanting a response) "Keep moving. We'll be back". I didn't know when,
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VA-215 A-1H BuNo 135324 is towed

at Da Nang AB in 1967. VA-215

teamed with CVW-21 for three

Vietnam deployments. The third,

during which this photograph was

taken, saw the unit embarked in

Bonne Homme Richard ITom

Hansen via Wayne Mutza collectionl
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Two VA-115 A-1Hs fly wing on a

USAF HU-16B Albatross amphibian.

from which this photograph was

taken, in 1967 during the 'Arabs"

second Vietnam deployment, this

time with CVW-5 on board Hancock.
The aircraft are each armed with

two pods of four 5-in Zuni rockets

and four 19'shot pods of 2.75-in

rockets - a typical load for a

RESCAP. The A-1 furthest from

the camera (BuNo 1345261 was

subsequently transferred to the

VNAF I Tom Hansen via Wayne
Mutza collectionl
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but I wanted "Starlight Four" to evade as best he could. He certainly knew

where the hostile fire was coming From, and should move oFF in the

opposite direction - his best chance to avoid being captured.

'I picked up the other three "Barn Owls" over the north SAR ship just

as the helo landed. We then headed back to CVA-31 For our night

landings - a piece of cake compared to recent events. With an angled

deck, mirror-aided glide path and the drop line For line-up reFerence, we

had come a long way From the old days of straight decks and "Paddles".

'A Fter debriefl ng with VA-2 I5's ai r intell igence oFficer, I headed For Ai r

Ops, where they had set up a radio link with my counterpart, Cdr Hank

Bailey, CO oFVA-1 15, in CVA-19. As "Bonnie Dick" would be oFF-line

For replenishment the next day, the SAR job would pass to Harlcock.

'Hank and I had been squadronmates in our first unit, VA-15, flying

AD-4s under the able leadership oFJohn Lacouture and then Roy Isaman

- two of the best "sticks" in the business. As nuggets and Flying

Midshipmen, it was our good Fortune to start out with those two guys.

Over the years, I had oFten asked myselF when in tight situations (both

flyi ng and adm in istrative), "What wou Id Joh n and Roy do'" For better or

worse, your first skippers al'e always with you. Hank and I discussed the

SARscene, and the best routes in and out. I wished him luck and headed

For the showers. It was now well passed midnight- all in a day's work.'

One of the F-4 crewmen was rescued successFully the next day, but the

second was captured.

VA-215 lost t"vo pilots during this final A-I deployment. Lt Paul C

Charvet was killed on 21 March 1967 when his A-I H (Bu 0 137516)

crashed in poor weather near Hon Me Island during a Sea Dragon patrol.

The cause of his demise was never determined. Ens Richard C Graves

perished on 25 May - probably a victim of shore-based AAA - when his

A-I H (BuNo 135366) plunged into the sea during a rocket attack on

WBLCs 15 miles north of Vinh. Upon returning to Alameda on 25

August 1967, VA-21 5 was disestablished. A new VA-21 5, carrying on the

traditions of the 'Barn Owls', would take to the skies in A-7B Corsair lis

in March 1968 and see combat again in Vietnam in January 1969.

"ARABS" IN THE WATER
VA-I 15 joined CVW-5 From CVW-I I in July 1966, at which point Cdr

H G 'Hank' Bailey became CO of the 'Arabs'. The unit returned to the

Tonkin GulF in late January 1967 on board Hancock, and Found itselF

engaged mostly in gu nfl re spotti ng and reactive strikes For the cru isers and

destroyers involved in Sea Dragon. During one month alone, the 'Arabs'

destroyed 350 barges, 85 trucks, 50 buildings and 16 bridges. VA-I 15

also assisted in the rescue of ten downed airmen during the deployment.

VA-I 15 incurred its first loss of the cruise on 14 February 1967, when

Lt Robert C Marvin suFFered engine Failure (in A-I H BuNo 139805)

soon aFter launching with his wingman on a RESCAP mission. He

reported that he was losing oil pressure, and both A-I s turned around and

headed back to CVA-19. The wingman lost sight of Marvin's aircraFt,

however, and it was presumed that he ditched 25 miles east of Mu Ron

Ma. Thesubsequentsearch For Marvin (who had completed III missions

during VA-I 15's previous combat cruise aboard Kitty Hawk in 1965-66)

Failed to turn up any sign ofeither him or his aircraFt.

On 17 March, VA-I 15 suFFered the worSt single-day losses of any US

Navy Skyraider squadron during the Vietnam \Var. During an armed

recon naissance fl igh t over the sou thern provi nces of North Vietnam, two

A-I Hs flown by Lt Cdr A H 'Arnie' Henderson (BuNo 135297) and Lt

R B Moore (BuNo 139768) were hit by automatic weapons fire as they

pulled up From an attack on a barge in the mouth of the Sou Giang River.

Henderson ditched ten miles oFFshore while Moore abandoned his

aircraFt near a Freighter- both men were rescued. Several hours latel', two

more A-I Hs were lost in a mid-air collision at night over the GulF of

Tonkin during a SAR mission. Lt(jg) Gene W Goeden (in BuNo

135225) was killed, but Cdr Bailey (in BuNo 134625) was rescued.

Capt (then Lt Cd r) CI iFFJoh ns recalled th is black day For VA-I 15;

'It all began aFter I had just finished a 4.7-hour armed recce flight over

North Vietnam that could be described as routine, iFany combat sortie is

ever routine. \'\Iord came in that two of our squadron aircraFt had been

shot down. That was unusual enough, twO together, apparently shot

down in a flak trap diving through a thin overcast aFter some derelict

boats. Bad luck on our part, but good tactics on the part of the enemy.

'Then, soon aFter dusk, and under the lowering ovel'cast, the skipper

got the tail section oFhis Skyraider cut oFFby his wingman's prop when he

suddenly instigated a sharp turn so as 1'0 avoid a helo that was trying to

manoeuvre For the rescue pick-up of''Arnie'' Henderson. ConFusion l

'Our XO had just reported aboard, and was still making maps and

getting ol·iented. I was next in terms of seniority, being the operations

oFficer. So aFter dark, ti I'ed al ready, and apprehensive about my roommate

and Friends out there somewhere in the water, I launched, leading three

others to try and find, deFend and save our squadron mates.

'When we arrived on the scene, the overcast was down to 500 Ft - it was

solid and it was really dark. Any naval aviator who has been out there

alone over water on a dark night knows what I am talking about. Others

will just have to imagine walking into a strange house at night with no

lights on and finding a coat closet to bang around in. That's what we call

actual instrument conditions - no visual reFerence. Worst still, there was

occasional lightning, mOrtar rounds and no radar in our ageing "Spads".

'I Found the ski pper and "A rn ie" Henderson by hom ing on their UHF

transmissions, but it was rough because they kept cutting each other out

since they couldn't hear the other

guy transmit. When this happened,

my homing needle ("Bird Dog")

1IIJ1I-"~~~'!:::~:::-.J .'- spun crazily. I kept all of my wing-
r men on rop of the overcast ro avoid

yet another mishap. They were

ordered ro drop flares on my signal

by hom ing in on OLi r transm issions

- a crude, but eFFective, method.

'The problem was that parachute­

retarded flares swinging back and

Forth under that overcast, mixed with

lightning and the occasional mortar

round, promoted continuous and

rather violent vertigo - the complete

-i
I
m

(I)

-i

::JJ
m
-i
C
::JJ

Z
(I)

77



79

en
~
o
~

o
en
s::
m
Z

The pilot of VA-145 A-1H BuNo

139820 spreads the aircraft's

dive brakes for the benefit of the

HU-16 crew it is escorting over

the Tonkin Gulf in 1967 during

the 'Swordsmen's' last Skyraider

deployment to Vietnam. The three

hydraulically-powered dive brakes ­

one on each side of the fuselage and

one below - gave the A-1H/J good

stability when it came to visually

aiming bombs in steep dives ITom

Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)

'SWORDSMEN'
INTREPID

H
aving complered two previous war cruises with CVW-14,

VA-145 undcrrook its third, and final, Vicrnam rour with

CVW- J0, embarked in Intrepid. Led by Cdr Donald E Sparks,

rhe unir replaced VA-165 and VA- J76 within the air wing in late J966.

Pre-deployment training rook a roll on the unit, for on 17 November

1966 Lt Cdr Tinley L Olton was killed when, during a low-level pass

against a small crafr, his 'Spad' (BuNo 139654) hit the boar's masr and

crashed into the sea offCalifornia. Then on 23 January 1967, Lt Cdr AD

Windsor suffercd enginc failurc in his A-I H (BuNo 134563) at Fallon,

evada, forcing him ro make a gear-up landing that wrotc his aircraft off.

CVS-I I deployed on I I May 1967 and arrived on Yankee Station on

J9 June. Because of a shortage of 'Spads', VA-14 5 had only eigh t A-I s

assigned, and it used rhese to perform its primary mission - RESCAP.

The unit also conducted armed reconnaissance and naval gunfire spot­

ti ng as secondary missions. At times duri ng the deploymenr, VA- 145 was

the only A-I unit on YankeeStatiol1.

The 'Swordsmen' typically flew with cenrreline 300-gallon fuel tanks,

allowing them ro perform 4.5-hour cycles. For RESCAP, the' pads' were

usually armed with full 20 mm ammunition, up to four rocker pods and twO

Mk 6 smoke lights. For armed reconnaissance and naval gunfire sporring,

the 'Swordsmen' often added two Mk 81 250-lb bombs to this load.

VA-145 flew its first SAR mission of the deployment on 28 June to

cover a VF-J43 F-4B crew downed in orth Viernam. nforrunarcly,

Cdr (later Vice Adm) William P Lawrence and Lr(jg) James Bailey were

captured, despite the SAR efforts. The nexr SAR mission, on 2 July, had

a happier outcomc. Lt Cdr R Alvarez and Lt(jg) W S 'Walt' Bumgarncr

escorred a UH-2 to the scene of a downed USAF F-I 05 pilor 30 miles

inland. The tvvo 'Spads' silenced AAA in rhe arca and rhe pick-up was

successful. Two days larer, VA-145

flew in response to a downed VA- I 5

A-4C pilot, but Lt P C Craig could

not be located - had been killed in

rhe crash of his aircraft.

On 7 July, Lt Cdr Ken Hassctt

and Lt(jg) N G 'Greg' Davis

responded ro rhe downing of an

VMA-311 A-4E pilor who had

spenr rhe night inside rhe D 1Z.
The 'Spad' pilors located rhe

Marine and Hassett sent Davis ro

escort rhe rescue helicopter. Hassetr

This VA-115 A-1H, seen in the

summer of 1967, was assigned to

Lt Cdr Jack Jones. It bears one of

the more unusual personalised

markings seen on a US Navy

Skyraider - black-paint footprints

of a three-toed person! This aircraft

carries seven-shot 2.75-in rockets

pods on the outboard wing stations

rather than the more common 19­

shot pods. Handed over to the USAF

following its retirement by VA-115,

BuNo 137612 was shot down over

South Vietnam on 5 May 1968 and

its pilot, Capt Lyn D Oberdier, killed

ITom Hansen via Wayne Mutza
collection)

loss ofone's narural balance and reference mechanisms, and nor conducive

to safe insrrumenr flying condirions. I almosr flew inro rhe warer on several

occasions as I banked hard over rhe CO or "Arnie", rrying ro drop a flare on

top or guide rhe second helo in for a rescue pick-up.

'The skipper was in shock by rhis rime, wirh severe bruises ro rhe head

and ears and a compound fracrure ofrhe arm. His radio discipline broke

down over the course of rhe five-and-a-half hours ir rook us ro ger rhem

our, bur when I saw him back on CVA-19 I could see why. H is ears

looked exactly like marure Idaho poraroes, his face was swollen and badly

disrorred and rhe bone in his forearm was exposed rhrough rhe skin. He

was also half-a-mile off rhe coasr ofVinh, drifring slowly ashore. "Arnie"

was healrhier, bur closer in, and had been in rhe warer rhree hours longer.

'I never did find our who rhe second helo driver was. He was from

anorher ship, bur I hope he gor rhe Silver Srar, because he deserved ir. I was

ar rhe end of my rope when he arrived - our of ideas and sramina ar rhe

same rime. NeverTheless, he followed me in, quietly and professionally,

wenr inro a hover, ignored all of rhe disrracrions and picked up "Arnie" on

rhe firsr pass. I never could see rhe rafrs rhey were in, bur ar 180 knots and

200 ft at night under an overcast, it was just roo much ro expecr. When rhe

helo pilot gor my mark on rop of rhe skipper and announced his pick-up

minutes larer, I almostcried in relief. My fuel srare was 600 Ibs, which even

in the old "Spad" was well bclow minimums, wirh no possiblc divert and

no good idea where the carrier may have gone.

'It was a great, blessed relief just to be able ro put the power on and

climb our of rhar hell hole through the clouds and ro finally see the moon.

Whar a terrific sight! I will never forget thar feeling, and how grareful I

was that my training included many hours "under the bag" in instrument

school in Link trainers and simularors, and larer as a squadron pilor. Nor

only did rhat rraining save my life, bur I guess I'm the only one who GIn

say rhar whar we did really saved the skipper's and "Arnie's" too.

'We found our Iarer thar the skipper's wingman had not survived rhe

mid-air collision, and that "Arnie's" wingman had stayed airborne for

anorher twO hours after being hit and then ditched next ro a freighter.

'Afrer I landed (with 200 Ibs offuel remaining), I downed a medicinal

brandy wirh "Arnie" and visired rhe CO in rhe sick bay. I privately offered

mysincereprayerofthanks, because all things considered, I wasn'tsosurc

rhar I wasn't the luckiesr one ofall-

5.5 hours ar nighr under thar over­

cast off Vinh ended the longest day

of my life in rhe most successful way

possible. We got all but one bJCk

aboard from a bizarre siruation that

involvcd ten ofour pilots, any onc of

whom could have "bought rhc

farm" that day.'

VA-I 15 rerurned ro Lemoore on

22 July 1967 and srood down ro a

cadrc status. The un ir would resume

operarional service in January 1970

with A-6As, and rerurn ro Viernam

inApril197J.
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orbired away from rhe pi lor's posirion ro conceal his locarion while awair­
ing rhe helicoprer. As rhe larrer approached, rhe rwo 'Swordsmen' srrafed
enemy posirions while rhe helicoprer made rhe rescue. Hasserr's A-I rook
some hirs, as did rhe helicoprer, bur all rhree aircrafr rerurned safely.

VA-145's firsr non-RESCAP mission of rhe deploymenr came on 9
July, when CVW-I 0 destroyed arrillery posirions in orrh Vietnam rhar
were pounding Marines sourh of the DMZ. A-I pilors inirially flew as
FACs for rhe wing's A-4s, before arracking rhe posirions rhemselves.

During a respire from rhe line, Cdr Walrer J Schurz relieved parks
as CO of rhe 'Swordsmen'. Rerurning ro rhe Tonkin Gulf on 28 July,
Intrepid provided relief ro USS Forresta! (CVA-59), reeling from a
devasraring fi reo The nexr day, fou I' VA-14 5 pilors searched for crewmen
who may have ended up in rhe warer, bur found none.

This line period began rarher unevenrfully, bur ramped up ro a number
of SAR missions. Hasserr and Davis launched on 7 Augusr in response
ro rhe loss of a USAF F-4C, bur rhe downed crew was caprured. On 17
Augusr, Alvarez and Bumgarner covered rhe successful exrracrion of an
injured F-105 pilor from rhe Tonkin Gulf. Four days Iarer, Lr Dave
Maples and Lr(jg) Norm Lessard responded ro a disrress call from a
VF-142 F-4 B crew downed deep inside North Vietnam. They soon
locared rhe pilor, while Schurz and Lr(jg) Bruce D Page escorred a UI-I-2
ro rhe pick-up. Afrer 40 minures, rhe orher crewman was extracred roo.

Alvarez and Bumgarner wenr inland on 26 Augusr ro rhe crash scene of
a USAF F-I OOF near rhe coasr north of rhe DMZ. They exhausred rheir

ammunirion by srrafing and rockering enemy gun posirions and rhen
headed home when Schurz and 'CAG-I 0', Cdr Ken Burrows, arrived,
escorting rhe (wo 1-11-I-3Es. The rescue ream losr communicarions wirh
rhe rwo downed pilors, so rhe A-I s escorred rhe helicoprer ro a safer area.

The Skyraider pilors rhen suppressed enemy fire while rhe helicoprer
picked up Capr Corwin Kippenhan. One was hir by AAA, and borh
1-1 H-3Es wirhdrew while rhe A-I ssearched in vain for rhe orher pilor, Maj
George E 'Bud' Day (flying his 139rh mission). The larrer, who was badly

injured, was caprured bur soon escaped and eluded capriviry for almosr
rwo weeks, crossing into Sourh Vietnam, where he was seized by rhe Vc.
Rerurned ro orrh Viernam, Day survived capriviry and was awarded rhe
Medal of Honor upon his release on 14 March 1973.

The nexr line period also srarred rourinely, bu ron 3 Ocrober a VA-14 5
secrion consisring of Lr Cdr Mannie Hendrix and Lr(jg) Greg Davis
became involved in rhe rescue arrempr of an F-105D pilor 15 miles
nOITheasr of Haiphong. While en roure, rhey received a reporr rhar a
VFS-3 A-4 B pilor was downed in Haiphong harbour. Hendrix diverted
his secrion ro rhe harbour and locared rhe pilor, marki ng his posi rion wirh
a smoke marker. A UH-2 from HC-7 picked up rhe injured pilor and
Hendrix and Davis escorred rhe helicoprer ro safety.

The rescue arrempr for rhe F-I 05 pilor resumed early rhe nexr day, wirh
rhe 'Swordsmen' sending a division, led by Schurz, ro rhe scene. Voice
conracr was esrablished wirh rhe pilor, who was unable ro reveal his exacr
posirion because ofhis close proximity ro rhe enemy. Schurz began a low­
level search, making rhree passes while under heavy fire. On rhe rhird

pass, his 'Spad' was hir in rhe canopy and one wing. He rerurned ro rhe
scene after assessing rhe damage ro his A-I, bur received anorher hir rhar

caused rhe loss of hydraulic pres­
sure. The rescue arrempr was sus­
pended because of rhe heavy flak.

Five 'Swordsmen', led by Hendrix,
rerurned to rhe scene rhar afternoon.
Hendrix and his wingman, Lr(jg)
Dick Lee, encountered intense AAA
and descended ro low alrirude as rhey
esrablished contacr wirh rhe downed

pilor. Having locared his posirion, lr
Tom Dixon and Lessard escorred rhe

H-2 ro rhe scene. The pilor fired his

lasr smoke signal bur rhe helicoprer crew failed ro see ir, so Hendrix dropped
a smoke lighr ro mark rhe posirion.

The helicoprer rhen encounrered heavy fire, forcing I-Iendrix ro make
strafing runs ro draw fire away from rhe UI-I-2. H is A-I was duly hir in rhe

fuselage, wings and drop rank, so he pulled away and called in a jer srrike
group ro suppress rhe AAA. The UH-2 was also hir, and ir headed for rhe
coasr while rapidly losing fuel. The helicoprer dirched five miles sourh of
I on Gay, and irs crew was rescued by an H-3 from I-IC-7. Furrher
arremprs ro rescue rhe F-I 05 pi lor were unsuccessful and he was caprured.

Anorher rescue arrempr also mer wirh failure on 7 Ocrober. Schurz and
Page had proceeded ro rhe scene of a downed F-I 05 pi lor in norrhern
North Vietnam, locaring a parachure on rhe ground and hearing a beeper
signal. Alvarez and Davis, meanwhile, were also heading ro rhis locarion
wirh a 1-1-2 from rhe Sourh SAR Srarion, bur rhey were soon recalled.
Schurz and Page evenrually escorted a USAF H H-3E ro rhe scene, bur by
rhen rhe parachure had been removed and rhe beeper signallosr.

On 8 November, Hasserr and Bumgarner were conducring an armed
reconnaissance mission along rhe coasr of northern orrh Vietnam when
rhey were diverted ro a rescue arrempr for rhe crew ofan F-I OOF downed
near Dong Hoi. Enemy forces were firing small arms, machine guns and
morral's ar rhe rwo USAF pilors in rhe warer. Passes by rhe A-I s also kepr
enemy boars ar bay unril a I H-3E picked up rhe airmen.

Three days larer, Hendrix and lr larry Pickerr proceeded inro laos ro
assisr in rhe rescue arrempr ofan F-4C crew rhar had been downed on rhe
9rh. The rwo 'Swordsmen' joined a USAF A-I ('Sandy 3') and an
H H-3E. Anorher USAF Skyraider ('Sandy I') direcred jer srrikes inro rhe
area sourhwesr of rhe downed crew. AAA damaged rhe hel icoprer, forci ng
ir ro wirhdraw wirh 'Sandy 3' as an escorr. 'Sandy I', low on fuel, rurned

over on-scene commander duries ro Hendrix. 'Sandy 3' rhen escorred
anorher H H-3E ro rhe scene, bur ir roo was hir while over rhe downed
pilor and wirhdrew. Hendrix also received hirs in his wing ar rhis rime,
and passed on-scene commander duries ro 'Sandy 3'. Anorher SAF A-I
was shor down during rhe recovery arrempr and irs pi lor also rescued.

By now running low on fuel, Hendrix and Pickerr were diverred ro Khe
Sanh, where rhe prop wash from rhe aircrafr sharrered rhe airsrrip's
wooden runway and damaged rhe rudder of Hendrix's A-I. The pair were
able ro rerurn ro Intrepid rhe nexr morning.

The rescue arrempr was ulrimarely unsuccessful, for rhe pilor of rhe
F-4C (lr Col J W Armsrrong) was killed and severely injured I lr

The unofficial Tonkin Gulf Yacht

Club emblem was applied to

Skyraiders by some A-l squadrons
(specifically VA-145 and VA-165) late

in the aircraft's US Navy career. The
patch, showing a Vietnamese junk

superimposed over the Republic

of Vietnam's flag of gold with three
horizontal red stripes, is shown here

applied to VA-145's BABY, alias A-tJ
BuNo 142033 AK 501 at Da Nang AB

in August 1967 (Tom Hansen via

Wayne Mutza collection)

A close-up of the Tonkin Gulf Yacht

Club emblem on VA-145 A-1J BuNo
142033 (Tom Hansen via Wayne

Mutza collectionl
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Cdr 0 M Willson led the 'Wild Aces'

into combat during VA-152's third

Vietnam Skyraider deployment in

1967-68. Willson is wearing a single­

visor helmet with a boom

microphone. His A-1 is equipped

with the Yankee rocket extraction

system. The Skyraiders of VA-152

and VA-25 were fitted with the

system during their last

deployments. Only one US Navy

pilot, Lt(jg! Joseph Dunn of VA-25,

had occasion to use it when his

A-1H was shot down near Hainan

Island by two Chinese MiG-17s on

14 February 1968. A VAW-13 EA-1F

crew in company with Dunn

reported seeing an ejection, but

the pilot was declared missing

IUS Navy/PH3 Wohler!
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Oriskany steams in the South China

Sea on 3 January 1968. On its

starboard forward quarter are five

A-1s of VA-152 and two EA-1Fs of

VAW-13 IUS Navy/PHC Neal Crowe}

A VA-152 A-1 is spotted on the

f1ightdeck of CVA-34 in December

1967. The oily grime covering its

wing surfaces is a normal feature of

carrier operations. Oil, fuel, grease

and hydraulic fluid made for a grimy

mixture that was walked all over

carrier aircraft by personnel

climbing onto them for maintenance

and servicing (US Navy/PH3 C B

Vesper via Robert F Do" collection)

On 20 July, rwo VA-152 pilors
escorred a UH-2 in a successful
rescue of a VA-212 A-4 pilor who

had come down amongsr a group of
islands near rhe Chinese border.
The remainder of rhe monrh was
relarively unexciring, alrhough rhe
squadron did desrroy 16 WBLCs.

On 28 July, Lr Cdr J 0 Harmon
and Lr(jg) R L Lindsay also sank a
PT boar easr of Haiphong. Four
days larer six VA-I 52 pilors escorred
a UH-2 for a successful pick-up of
an A-4 pi lor easr of Haiphong. Thar
same day Harmon and Lr(jg) A L
Langlinais desrroyed a PT boar,
repearing rhe fear on 4 Augusr.

VA-I 52 also sporred for naval

vessels shelling coasral rargers as parr
ofSea Dragon. Duri ng a rypical mis­
sion, if rhe ships drew no rerurn fire,
rhe 'Spads' were released ro perform
coasral armed reconnaissance.

During rhis deploymenr, VA-I 52's Lr Jack Baker also earned rhe
disrincrion of flying rhe lasr ranker sonie in a Skyraider - an unsung role
performed wirhour fuss by all A-I unirs.

The inrensiry of RoLLing Thunder raids in rhe onheasr Triangle
increased in Augusr 1967. The lack of rerrain suirable for evasion and rhe
heavy air defences rhroughour rhis area precluded mosr SAR operarions.
However, on 26 Augusr Willson and Lr(jg) J D Ward covered rhe
successful rescue of a USAF F-4 pilor jusr norrh of rhe DMZ.

Some 30 WBLCs were also desrroyed by VA-I 52 in Augusr-Seprember,
followed by 64 in Ocrober and 21 in November-December. A rhree­
aircraft derachmenr opera red from Chul Lai, in Sourh Viernam, for rhree
weeks in Ocrober for naval gunfire sporring. No more SAR missions were
conducred in rhe lasr cwo monrhs of rhe cruise, and rhe deploymenr ended

quietly. VA-I 52 rerurned home on 31 January 1968 and began rransi­
rioning [Q rhe A-4 B. The unir would
rerurn once more ro Yankee Station
in 1970, flyingA-4Es.

'SPAD' FINALE FOR
THE 'FIST'

VA-25, wirh Cdr James D Burden
as CO, rransferred from CVW-2 ro
CVW-15 on 1 April 1967, bur ir

srayed wirh CoraL Sea for rhe
squadron's rhird Viernam deploy­

menr. On 9 June, Rear Adm Fred E
Bakuris, Commander, Fleer Air
Alameda, joined rhe squadron In a

Lance Sijan was evenrually caprured afrer evading for six weeks. He
subsequenrly died in capriviry, and was posrhumously awarded rhe Medal
of Honor in March 1976.

During 102 days on rhe line, VA-145 assisred in rhe rescue of 14 pilors
and expended 45,950 rounds of 20 mm ammunirion, 25,587 2.75-in
and 192 five-inch rockers and 300 250-lb bombs. Rerurning ro Alameda
on 30 December 1967, VA-145 moved ro NAS Whidbeyon I January
1968 for transirion ro rhe A-6A. Ir rerurned ro Viernam in January 1969.

'ACES'WILD
When VA-I 52, commanded by Cdr D M Willson, rerurned ro Yankee
Station on board Oriskany on 14 July 1967, 'rhe complexion of rhe war
had changed', in rhe words of rhe unir hisrorian. The emphasis had

shifred from rhe armed reconnaissance of rhe lower roure packages of
sourhern Norrh Viernam ro rhe bombing of key rargers in rhe Norrheasr
Triangle- anoi, Haiphongand rhe nonheasr railway line. The heavy air

defences in rhe larrer region precluded A-I operarions overland, excepr in
rhe SAR role and when accompanied by jer aircrafr.

On irs fll'sr day back on rhe line, VA-I 52 concenrrared irs arrenrion on
WBLCs along rhe coasr of Nonh Viernam. The 'Spads' desrroyed ren
vessels rhar day, bur a price was exacted on 15 July when Lr(jg) Robin B
Cassell was killed (in A-I H BuNo 135288) by AAA from Hon Ne during
an armed reconnaissance mission along rhe Nonh Viernamese coasr.

The heavy srrikes nonh ofrhe DMZ rhar characrerised rhe summer of
1967 provided rhe unir wirh a sready supply ofSAR opporruniries. The
flrsr of rhese occurred on 16 July, when a secrion led by XO Cdr A B
Headley provided cover for a downed VF-l 62 F-8 pi lor near Phu Ly unril
nighrfall. The following day, a four-aeroplane division ofA-l s was able ro
lead a Sea King in ro rescue rhe pi lor. Anorher SAR mission was flown on
18 July by four VA-152 pilors, and rhey were joined by several VA-21 5
A-I s. The aircrafr flew in ro cover two VA-I 64 A-4 pilors rhar had been
downed near Phu Ly. One was rescued by a USAF H H-3, bur ground fire
crirically wounded a crewman on a US avy SH-3 Sea King, which had
ro wirhdraw. A UH-21aunched ro replace ir also rook hirs and wirhdrew.

The rescue operarion conrinued
rhe nexr day when Willson led six

VA-I 52 Skyraiders as escons for
yer anorher SH-3. This rime rhe
R..ESCAP was also covered by A-4s.
While rhe Skyraiders marked rhe
downed pilor's posirion wirh Zuni

rockers, a c1usrer bomb dropped by
an A-4 failed ro open and exploded
near rhe pilor. The Sea King's crew
misrook rhe c1usrer bomb for a Zuni
and flew over flak guns in rhe valley.
The helicoprer wenr down in flames
wirh all hands. 'Spads' escorred
anorher helicoprer inro rhe area, bur
rhe efforr was disconrinued wirhour

l- ~~__......__.... __.L)"""'=J a successful pick-up.
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Smirh direcred in a UH-2, which

plucked rhe crewmen ro saFery.

On 24 Ocrober, Four A-I pilors

helped rescue an F-105 pilor rwo

miles sourh oFDo Son Peninsula. Lr

Cdr Rosario M 'Zip' Rausa and Bolr

responded ro rhe incidenr, covering

rhe pilor unril he was rescued by an

/-IH-3A From HC-7. CVA-43 leFr

Yankee Station Four days larer and

I'erurned ro Subic Bay, where all 12
of VA-25's A-I shad rhe Sranley

Aviarion Yankee rocker exrracrion

sear insralled as rhe firsr fleer unir ro be firred wirh rhe escape sysrem.

On 4 December, rwo VA-25 pilors came ro rhe assisrance ofa dew'oyer
rhar had been hir by shore barreries norrh oFCape Mui Ron. Guided by

rwo S-2 Tracker aircraft, rhe A-I s rook our rhe enemy barreries. Eighreen

days larer, VA-25 pilors "esponded ro twO SAR calls. Four of rhem locared
VA-I 55 A-4 E pilor Lr Cdr Wilmer Cook who had been shor down near

Ha Tinh. Finding him Face down in a rice paddy, rhe 'Spads' vecrored rhe

rescue helicoprer ro his locarion, and ir hovered a Few Feer over rhe pilor.

Confirming rhar he was dead, rhe helicoprer crew deparred under heavy

fire. A large number ofenemy rroops were rhen cur down dUl'ing srrafing
passes by rhe 'Spads', rwo of which received hirs From small arms.

Two orher A-Is From VA-25 encounrered heavy flak larer rhar day

while searching for VA-147 A-7A pi lor Lr Cdr James Hickerson, who was

raken pl'isoner before he could be locared by rhe ['escue ream. Hickerson's

Corsair II was rhe firsr example of irs rype ro be losr in combar.
On 26 December, rwo VA-25 Skyraiders sank ren WBLCS. One of rhe

'Spads', flown by Lr(jg) BI'uce Marcus, was hir in rhe propeller and

windscreen by 12.7 mm rounds, bur rhe pi lor rerurned unscarhed.

Two more SAR missions were flown by VA-25 before year end. A pair

of A-I s on a Sea Dragon mission on 27 December responded ro a mayday
call from an F-4C 15 miles oFfrhe coasr near Dong Ha. The 'Spad' pilors

wirnessed rhe warer impacr andlocared rhe downed pilors. Unforrunarely,

one of rhe pilors slipped From rhe SAR helicoprer's sling ar rhe door and

was never found again. On 29 December, four A-l s covered rhe rescue of

rhe crew ofa VF-I 6 I F-4 B From rhe warer near Cam Pha.

The Ter Offensive, launched in January 1968 by rhe VC and orrh
Viernamese Army, engaged rhe arrenrion ofVA-25, which flew numerous

close air supporr sorries in norrhern Sourh Viernam. When rhe Marine

As if in hand-off, a section of VA-25

Skyraiders leads a section of A-7 A

Corsair lis assigned to VA-147 over

the Tonkin Gulf on 23 January 1968,

a month before Coral Sea departed

Yankee Station for home at the

completion of the third Vietnam

deployment for both ship and

squadron. VA-147 took the A-7 on

its first deployment in late 1967 on

board Ranger. Of the ten A-1 attack

squadrons that served in the

Vietnam War, the Skyraider was

replaced by the A-6A in six of them

(VA-52, -115, -145, -165, -176 and

-1961, the A-4 in two squadrons

(VA-95 and -152) and the A-7 in

one squadron IVA-25). VA-215 was

disestablished, but a second VA-215,

flying A-7Bs, was later established

and carried on the 'Barn Owl'

traditions (US Navy/PH1 Jean C

Cotel

VA-25 A-lJ BuNo 142077 taxis along

the f1ightdeck of Coral Sea after

trapping back aboard at the end of

yet another mission over Southeast

Asia. As indicated by the black

cordite residue on the underside

of the folding wing behind the

starboard outer 20 mm cannon,

this aircraft had been using its

guns in a strafing role during the

course of the sortie (US Navy)

VA-152 A-1H BuNo 134575 Faa Faa
JUICE is shown parked on an apron

in March 1968 at the Naval Air

Rework Facility (NARF) at NAS

Quonset Point, Rhode Island, after

retirement following the completion

of the unit's last deployment with

the Skyraider. Note that the A-1's

four 20 mm cannon have already

been removed. The NARF

overhauled Skyraiders for the

US Navy, and also processed

them for transfer to the USAF and

VNAF. Administratively stricken for

transfer to the USAF, this aircraft

was supplied to the VNAF and

eventually lost in combat on 21

June 1974 I Wayne Mutza collection)

VA-25 A-1 H BuNo 134589 is framed

by the armament of another 'Fist'

'Spad' during a mission over the

Tonkin Gulf. The two 20 mm cannon

in each wing were useful for strafing

during close air support and rescue

missions. The tips of four 5-inch

Zuni rockets can also be seen

protruding from an LAU-10 launcher

at lower right (Rosario Rausa via

Peter Mersky collection)

rribure ro rhe A-I Skyraider, which

ir had flown since 21 Seprember

1947. AJso arrending rhe ceremony

were rhe Skyraider's designers, Ed

Hei neman nand L J Devl in of rhe

Douglas Aircrafr Company.

Coral Sea deployed on 26 July
1967 for rhe Skyraider's lasr combar

cruise wirh an arrack squadron. The

carrier carried no fewer rhan 16

A-I H/Js, four of which were off­

loaded ar NAF Arsugi, Japan, as

spares. Th ings did nor ger off ro a

good srarr, however, for on 19

Augusr, while conducring pracrice strikes off Okinawa, Lr Cdr Frederick

H Gares was killed when his A-I H (BuNo 137575) suffered engine

failure while on approach ro rhe carrier and crashed inro rhe sea.

VA-25 began RESCAP and Sea Dragon sorries off Norrh Viernam on

28 Augusr. Two days larer, anorher engine failure caused by AAJ\ resulred

in rhe dirching of rhe A-l H (BuNo 135390) flown by Lr(jg) Larry E
Gardiner. Having made an arracking pass on logisrics boars near Cape

Falaise, 30 miles norrh ofVinh, Gardiner was abour ro fire offhis rockers

when his 'Spad' was hir and he was forced ro dirch. Five of his squadron­

mares silenced rhe AM barreries, allowing rhe downed pilor ro be rescued

by a USAF H H-3E before he could be seized by an enemy parrol boar.

On 7 Seprember, VA-25 assisred US Navy ships in knocking our several
shore barreries rhar had been firing on rhem. Four days larer, two 'Fisr'

pilors launched on a nighr SAR mission norrh of rhe DMZ. Lr Cdr Carrel'

Moser rurned on his lighrs ro mark rhe posirion of rhe rescue helicoprer ro
rhedowned pilor, who in rurn fired a flare ro denore his locarion. However,

he could nor be recovered. The line period ended on 27 Seprember when
four A-I s desrroyed 12 bunkers and uncovered a runnel in rhe DMZ. On I

Ocrober Cdr Clifford E Church relieved Burden as CO ofVA-25. While

resring ar Subic Bay, new e1ecrronic counrermeasures equipmenr in rhe
Form of ALE-29 chaff dispensers and APR-27 radar warning receivers was

insralled in rhe squadron's aircraFt.

Coml Sea rerurned ro Yankee Station on I I Ocrober For rwo weeks.

Three days larer, Lr Cdr Ralph Smirh and Lr Cdr Ron Bolr observed a
VAP-61 RA-3B on fire heading

For rhe Tonkin Gulf The aircraFr

evenrually crashed inro rhe sea six

miles oFfshore, killing rhe pilor.

Two crewmen had bailed our, how­

ever, and rhey enrered rhe warer in

rhe middle of a Norrh Viernamese

fishing fleer. The 'Spads' conducred

six rocker and srrafing runs, sinking

six boars and diverring rhe resr away
from rhe rwo crewmen, who rhen

came under fire From shore barrer­

ies. As rwo A-4s arracked rhe larrer,

UJ

a:
UJ

f­
c:L

«
I
u

84



87

en
:-E
a
:o:J
o
en
s:
m
Z

Two VA-176 A-1Hs loaded with 25-lb

practice bombs line up on the waist
catapults of eVA-60 in 1967 during

the squadron's last deployment

with Skyraiders (MAP)

VA-25's Lt(jgl Theodore 'Ted' Hill,

who flew the last US Navy attack
A-1 mission of the Vietnam War in
this A-1H BuNo 135300 NL 405, revs

the engine in preparation for take­

off from NAS Lemoore on 10 April
1968 during a retirement ceremony

for the aircraft. Hill was also the

last graduate of the A-1 curriculum
at VA-122 prior to the squadron

switching to training pilots for
the A-7. After take-off, Hill made

a low pass in salute to the gathered

crowd, before heading to NAS
Pensacola, Florida, where the 'Spad'

was put on display in the Naval
Aviation Museum, now the National

Museum of Naval Aviation (Harry
Gann via Robert F Dorr collection)

wirh Zuni rockers and flares, were
launched From CVA-60 ro deFend
Liberty, bur rhey were recalled
beFore rhey engaged any arrackers.

Cdr J T French relieved dr A R
Ashworth as CO of VA-176 on I
Augusr 1967. The unir losr rwo
'Spads' ro mishaps during rhe
deployment. Lr(jg) C M Dashiell's
A-I H (Bu 0 135294) developed

an engine fire on 24 June 1967 and
he was rescued aFrer baling our over
rhe Medirerranean. On 7 Augusr,
Lr R G Fosrer's A-I H (Bu 0 139792) also suFFered an engine fire,
Forcing rhe pilor ro rake ro his parachure near Sigonella, Sicily - he
was rescued wirhour injury. VA-176 rerurned home From rhe lasr
Medirerranean arrack A-I cruise on 6 December 1967.

For all of rhe FanFare ar Lemoore, VA-25 was nor, rechnically, rhe Iasr

US Navy arrack squadron ro operare rhe A-I. FiFreen days aFrer rhis evenr,
on 25 April 1968, VA-176 held a change-oF-command ceremony ar irs
NAS Jacksonville home. As Cdr C L Cook relieved Cdr J T French, rhe
'Thunderbolrs' simulraneously rerired rhe lasr of rheir arrack A-I s. Two
A-I Hs, parked on eirher side ofan A-6A - VA-176's Furu re - srarred rheir

engines, raxied ro rhe acrive runway, rook oFF and flew by rhe garhered
crowd in a final salure ro rhe ' pad'. VA-176 moved ro Oceana rhe

Following momh ro begin irs rransirion ro rhe Inrruder.
The 'Elecrric Spad', however, had almosr rwo more years of Frontline

liFe leFr in ir, bur ir was winding down rapidly. The EKA-3B Skywarrior,
which began irs firsr deploymem wirh VA W-13 in lovember 1967, was
ready ro srep in as successor ro rhe EA-I F. However, rhe squadron was
shorr of 'Whales', so Kitty Hawk and CVW-I I rook rhe EA-I Fs of
VA W-13's Der 63 on deploymenr ro rhe Tonkin GulF on 18 I ovember

1967, rerurning on 28 June 1968.

END OF AN ERA
In a seemingly odd developmenr, VA-176 was chosen ro re[Urn ro irs
Familiaroperaringarea, rhe Medirerranean, inJune 1967. nril rhis rime,
almosr rwo years had elapsed since arrack A-I s had deployed on board a
Medirerranean-bound carrier. When USS Saratoga (CVA-60) deparred
Mayporr, Florida, on 2 May 1967, ir carried only [\VO arrack squadrons­
a reflecrion of rhe demands rhe conflicr in Viernam was placing on US

naval aviarion. VA-2! 6, equipped
wirh A-4 Bs, joined VA-176, which,
in order ro compensare For rhe lack
oFa rhird arrack squadron in VW­
3, was equipped wirh no Fewer rhan
20 A-I H/Js - rarher rhan 12, as per
usual- flown by 26 pilors.

Whar had prom ised ro be a laid­
back cruise quickly changed when,
on 8 June 1967, rhe S avy imel­
ligence-garhering ship U S Liberty
(AGTR-5) was arracked by Israeli
aircraFr and rorpedo boars during
rhe June 1967 Arab-Israeli War.
Four 'Spads' From VA-176, armed

Corps firebase ar Khe Sanh came under siege, rhe unir joined rhe aerial
onslaughr rhar broke rhe siege - derails oFirs parriciparion in rhis legendary
acrion are comained in rhe caprion For rhe cover arrwork.

VA-25 was ro suFFer one more loss beFore re[Urning home. On 14
February, Lr(jg) Joseph P Dunn was Ferrying an A-I H (BuNo 134499)
From Cubi Poim ro Coral Sett in company wirh a VAW-13 EA-I F. The
section driFred oFF course as rhey headed north and flew near rhe easr coasr
of Hainan Island, where rhey were imercepred by rwo communisr
Chinese MiG-17s. Dunn's 'Spad' was hir and crashed seven miles
oFFshore From rhe village of Kao-Iung. The EA-I F crew saw Dunn deploy
his parachure (his aircraFr was equipped wirh a Sranley Aviarion exrracrion
sear) and headed For Da ang. A SAR eFForr was misdirecred roward

orth Viernam beFore rhe course error was realised, however, and
alrhough a beeper was heard near Hainan during a sweep eighr hours aFrer
he had been downed, no sign oFDunn was ever Found.

On 20 February 1968, VA-25 flew irs lasr combar sorries of rhe
deploymem againsr rhe arrillery sires around Khe Sanh. Cdr Church's
wingman, Lr(jg) Theodore 'Ted' Hill Jr - appropriarely, rhe very lasr
Skyraider s[Udenr pilor ro graduare From VA-122 - broughr A-II Bu 0

135300 E 405 home ro Coml Sea For irs final landing From a combar
mission, closing our rhe Frontline career of rhe US Navy's arrack versions

of rhe 'Spad'. CVA-43 leFr rhe Tonkin GulFand rerurned ro Alameda on
6 April 1968. Four days Iarer, VA-25 hosred a Farewell ceremony For rhe
A-I ar Lemoore. Hill srarred up rhe engine of Bu 0 135300, raxied
berween rows of saluring sideboys, and rook oFF, making a Farewell pass.
The A-I H was subsequently delivered ro rhe laval Aviarion Museum ar

AS Pensacola, Florida, For permanenr display. VA-25 would re[Urn ro
Viernam as an A-7B Corsair II squadron in February 1969.

Lt Bruce Marcus of VA-25 examines
the hole in a propeller blade of his
A-1 caused by a 12.7 mm machine

gun. The rugged Skyraider had a

reputation for being able to absorb

considerable damage. Many made
it back to a carrier or divert field,

although some were too damaged
to fly again. Most of the 49 US Navy

Skyraiders downed in Southeast
Asia fell victim to large calibre

automatic cannon fire (Rosario

Rausa via Peter Mersky collection!

The pilot of 'Canasta 414' NORTH

VIETNAMESE CROP DUSTER, alias
A-1J BuNo 142070 of VA-25 during

the squadron's last Skyraider
deployment, is strapped in by his

plane captain on the f1ightdeck of

eVA-43. The four tips of the 5-in
Zuni rockets are seen protruding

from the LAU-10 launchers on the

inboard stations beneath both
wings (US Navy via Wayne Mutza
collection)
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11 May 67 to 30 Dec 67

27 Dec 67 to 17 Aug 68
4Jun 68 to 8 Feb 69

17 Oct63 to 20Jul64
19 Oct 65 to 13 Jun 66

5Jan 67 to 22 Jul67

I Aug 63 to 10 Mar 64
7Dec 64 to 1Nov 65

4Apr 66 to 21 Nov 66

20 Feb 64 to 11 Aug 64

19Jun 64 to 16 Dec 64

23 Oct 64 to 16 May 65

4Apr 56 to 21 Nov 55

Deployment Dates

Various

18 Nov 67 to 28 Jun 68

21 Oct 64 to 29 May 65

10 Nov 65 to 1Aug 66
29 Jan 67 to 25 Aug 67

14 Apr 64 to 15 Dec 64

28 Sep 65 to 13 May 66
15 Oct 56 to 29 May 57

5Aug 64 to 6May 65

28 Jan 64 to 21 Nov 64

21 Apr65 to 13 Jan 66

5Mar 55 to 23 Nov 55

29 Jul 55 to 23 Feb 57

25 Jul 57 to 5Apr 58

5May 54 to 1Feb 55

10 Dec 65 to 25 Aug 66
11 May 67 to 30 Dec 67

5Apr 55 to 16 Dec 65

26 May 66 to 16 Nov 66

16 Jun 67 to 31 Jan 68

eVA-34
eVA-43

eVS-ll

eVA-41

eVA-43
eVA-43

Carrier

eVA-34

eVA-34
eVA-34

eVA-54
eVA-51

eVS-ll

eVA-53
eVA-53

eVA-19

eVS-ll
eVA-14

eVS-ll

eVA-14

eVA-14
eVA-14

eVA-19
eVA-19

eVA-31

eVS·11

eVA-31

eVA-31

eVA-51

Various

eVA-53

eVS-20

eVS-33
eVS-10

eVW-15
eVW-15
evw-Io

AirWing

eVW-21

eVW-21

eVW-21

eVW-14
eVW-14

eVW-l0

evw-Io
eVW-19

eVW-10

eVW-9

eVW-5

eVW-5
eVW-19

eVSG-59

eVSG-53
eVSG-55

CVW-19
eVW-19

Various

eVW-l1

CVW-2
eVW-2

eVW-15

CVW-15
eVW-15

eVW-15

CVW-IO

eVW-ll

CVW-I1
eVW-5

400-412

500-511

560-571

560-571

560-571

500-513
501-514

500-511

600-612
600-612

501-513

500-513
500-513

581-592
500-511

500-512

581-592

200-212
200-211

601-603
704-706

801-803

71-73
700-703

710-715

Note

011-013

Tail code Modex

AK

VR

VR

AH

NL
AK

NM
NM

AK
NM

AK

NP

NP

NP

AH
AH

AH

NE 570-581
NE 571-582

NL 401-414

NG

NH

NH
NF

NK
NK

AK

NF 300-311

NF 300-311
NM 300-311

RR
RR

RR

Call sign Aircraft

'Green Lizard'/ A-l H/J
'Fortress'

'Canasta' A-1 H/J

A-1H/J

A-1H/J

'Viceroy' A-l H/J

A-1H/J
A-1H/J

'Electron' A-1 H/J

A-1H/J

A-1H/J

'Overpass' EA-1 E

EA-1E
EA-1E

'Papoose' A-1 H/J

'Arab' A-1H/J

A-1H/J
A-1H/J

'Milestone' A-1 H/J

A-1H/J

locket' A-l H/J

A-1H/J

A-1H/J

'Snowshoe' EA-1 F

EA-1F
EA-1F

'Barn Owl' A-1 H/J

A-1H/J
A-1H/J

'Robbie' EA-l F

EA-1F

Firewood A-1 H/J

A-1H/J
A-1H/J

'Skyknights'

Wild Aces'

'Barn Owls'

'Arabs'

'Swordsmen'

'Thunderbolts'

'Main Battery'

'Boomers'

VA-145

VA-155

VA-52 'Knightriders'

A-1 SQUADRON CARRIER DEPLOYMENTS 1964-68

VA-l96

VA-115

VA-95

VA-215

Squadron Nickname

VA-25 'Fist of the Fleet'

VA-152

VAW-13 Det 1 'Zappers'

VAW-13 Det53

VAW-33 Oet 11 'Knight Hawks'

VAO-33 Oet 14

VAO-33 Oet 11

VAW-11 Det 0 'Early Eleven'
VAW-ll Det R

VAW-11 DetT

VA-175

Note: Most VAW-13 EA-l Fdetachments until 1 October 1958 were despatched from VAW-13 Det 1at NAS eubi Point, in the Philippines, and frequently rotated

between carriers as they arrived and departed the line. Some of these dets camed temporary designations, but it is not known if they were official Modexes in the
7XX sefles were used initially. Later, Det I used modex sefles nX-78X.

VAW-13 Der l shur down J(S

aC[JvI[Jes ar Cubi Poill[ six weeks

larer, wirh ceremonies being held
on 10 Augusr 1968. VAW-13
was finally redesignared Tacrical
Elecrronic Warfare Squadron 130
(VAQ-130) on I Ocrober 1968, irs
name now rruly reflecring Irs
mission. The unir r'erained a dual­
co ll[ro I A-I E (BuNo 132446,

which had been rerurned ro rhe US
Navy afrer being modified for rhe
USAF) for a year as a 'hack', and ir

proved ro be parricularly useful for flying A-3 ryres our ro VAQ-130

derachmenrs conducring carrier qualiflcarions off rhe coasr of California.
VAQ-33 (redesign<lred From VA W-33 on I February 1968) would

send rhree more EA-I F ders on deploymell[ during rhe lasr rwo years of
rhe 'Spad's' fleer service. VAQ-33 Der 14 deployed ro rhe Tonkin Gulf

wirh CVW-19 on Wesr Coasr carrier Ticonderoga from December 1967
rhrough ro Augusr 1968. The 'Knighr Hawk's' Der I I rook rhe EA-I Fon
irs lasr combar deploymenr as parr ofCVW-1 0, which in rurn embarked
in Intrepid for rhe carrier's final Viernam War cruise in june 1968. The
EA-I F's lasr com bar mission was flown on 27 December 1968.

The 'Spad's' lasr deploymenr would nor rerurn ir ro war, bur on a cruise

ro rhe Medirerranean, beginning on 5 April 1969 wirh CVW-I on board
USS John F Kennedy (CVA-67). VAQ-33 Der 67 losr an aircrafr (BuNo
132599) ro a mishap on 28 june, bur irs crew was rescued. The unir's lasr

rwo EA-I Fs (Bu os 132506 and 132575) flew off on 20 December
1969, ending rhe operarional career of rhe Skyraider in US avy service.

The four A-I s rhar had served for years as flying l<lborarories and resr
aircrafr had also been phased our by mid-1971. An A-I G (BuNo
132598) assigned ro rhe Naval Weapons Cenrer China Lake, California,
was rransferred ro rhe USAF, and an EA-I F (BuNo 132532) wirh rhe
Naval Air Tesr Cenrer (NATC) Paruxell[ River, M<lryland, was donared
ro rhe Naval Aviarion Museum. An EA-I E (Bu 0 135178) used for
aeromedical research ar rhe Naval Aeromedical Insrirure ar NAS
Pensacola, Florida, was donared ro rhe Marine Corps museum, bur ir was

Iarer acq uired by a privare owner
and srill flies ar US airshows roday.

The US Navy's lasr 'Spad', NA-I E

BuNo 132443, which had served for
ren years ar NATC as an ordnance,
avionics and carrier suirability resr
plarform, was rerired on 7 july 1971.
Cdr C B iedhold flew ir ro rhe
Confederare Air Force Museum in

Harlingen, Texas, for display as a
sraric exhibit. Ir roo has sUI-vived rhe

pasr 38 years, rhe aircrafr presently
residing in rhe Texas Air Museum
in Hondo, Texas.

A VAW-13 EA-1F traps on board

Kitty Hawk on 17 April 1968. This

VAW-13 detachment deployed with
CVA-63 from NAS Alameda,

California, as the squadron's Det 1

was winding down operations at
NAS Cubi Point, in the Philippines

(US Navy/PH3 G S Brown via Robert
F Dorr collection)

Flightdeck crewmen rig a VAW-33

EA-1F to a catapult for launch
from Intrepid on 18 September

1967 in the Tonkin Gulf. VAW-33's
detachment with CVW-10 for its

second Vietnam deployment was

the first of three supplied by the
Atlantic Fleet's carrier-based

electronic jamming squadron. This

aircraft is equipped with a centreline
Aero 1C 300-gallon external tank,

an APS-31C search radar under the
starboard wing, a chaff dispensing

pod under the port wing and ALT-2

or -7 jamming pods under each

outboard wing (US Navy/PH3 R A
Lucas)
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VIETNAM-ERA US NAVY A-l TYPES IN SERVICE

Four models of Skyraider saw service with the US
Navy during the conflict in Southeast Asia, namely
the the EA-1E, EA-1F, A-1H and A-lJ.

EA-1 E - The EA-1 E (AD-5W). a four-seat radar early
warning version of the A-1 E, was being phased out
during the early 1960s in favour ofthe Grumman
E-1B. Tracer. By 1964 the EA-1 E - operated by
VAW-11 - served only in detachments on Pacific
Fleet CVSs. EA-1 Es, equipped with the APS-20
radar, deployed to Vietnam on board Bennington,
Kearsarge and Yorktown in 1964 and 1965 before
they were retired.

EA-1 F - The EA-1 F (AD-5Q) was a four-seat elec­
tronic countermeasures conversion of the A-1 G
(AD-5N) night-attack variant. Initially, a total of 58
were converted from A-1 Gs using kits. A further six
were converted from EA-1 Es by Naval Air Rework
Facility Quonset Point, Rhode Island, in 1966to
compensate for attrition and heavy use in South­
east Asia. These six aircraft, benefiting from newer
technology and the removal of obsolete wiring and
systems, were lighter that the original EA-1Fs and
more popular among the pilots that flew them.
EA-1Fs were operated from bases in Vietnam for
Waterglass operations and over Southeast Asia
by three-aeroplane detachments on board carriers
from VAW-13 and VAW-33 (later VAQ-33). The EA-
1F jammed enemy radars and dropped chaff to pro­
tect attacking aircraft. Only one was lost to enemy
action. The EA-1 F was the last US Navy version to
see combat over Vietnam and to see operational
service in the fleet. VAW-13 had replaced its EA-1 Fs
with EKA-3B Skywarriors by October 1968, and the

A-l ORDNANCE AND EXTERNAL STORES

The A-1 was famous for the heavy ordnance loads it
carried into combat on its 15 stores stations. During
the Vietnam War, US Navy A-1s rarely boasted the
wide range of exotic ordnance that USAF
Skyraiders employed in combat in part because of
shipboard storage and handling restrictions.

All A-1 H/Js were armed with four M3 20 mm
cannon, each of which fired at a rate of 600 rounds
per minute. A total of 800 rounds was carried. VA-25,
for example, belted its 20 mm ammunition in the
following order- armour-piercing tracer, high
explosive, high explosive, armor-piercing incendiary,
armour-piercing incendiary. Flash hiders were often
installed on the gun barrels for night operations.
EA-1 Fs in the combat zone were armed with two
cannon installed in the inboard wing sections.

aircraft was retired by VAQ-33 in December 1969.
One EA-1 F subsequently remained in operation for
a year undertaking test work at NAS Patuxent River.

A-1 H - The single-seat A-1 H (AD-6), a refinement of
the AD-4B, became the definitive production attack
variant ofthe Skyraider. Douglas Aircraft built
a total of712 A-lHs, and they had rapidly replaced
earlier versions in attack squadrons by the late
1950s. The A-1 H had a nuclear-attack capability,
a role belied by its anachronistic appearance on
carrier decks, but enhanced by its long range. A
mainstay of US Navy Skyraider-equipped VA
squadrons serving in Southeast Asia, the A-1 H
was finally withdrawn from fleet service on 25 April
1968.ln1967, remaining A-1Hs in VA-25 and
VA-152 were equipped with Stanley Aviation
Yankee rocket-extraction systems for the pilots.

A-1J - The last production version of the Skyraider,
the A-1J (AD-7) differed from the A-1 H in being
equipped with a strengthened centre section and
beefed up landing gear, as well as the -26WB version
of the R-3350 engine. The 72 A-1Js built were initially
delivered in batches to three VA squadrons, but their
similarity to A-1 Hs eventually eliminated their
segregation. Soon, A-1Js were mixed at random
with A-1 Hs in VA squadrons. Some were also
equipped with the Stanley extraction seat in 1967.
By mid-1968, all surviving A-lHlJs had been trans­
ferred to Southeast Asia for USAF and VNAF service.
Smaller numbers of several other versions served in
training, logistics, and test work in the United States
during the Vietnam War, including the A-1 E, NA-1 E,
UA-1E and NA-1G.

For attack missions US Navy A-1 s typically
carried general-purpose high-explosive 'dumb'
bombs. Early in the war, the US Navy was running
through its remaining stocks of World War 2­
vintage high-drag box-finned bombs, mostly in
250-,500-,1000- and 2000-lb categories. As the war
progressed, A-1s carried 750-lb Ml17 low-drag
bombs and eventually the Mk 80 series of low-drag
bombs-250-lb Mk 81, 500-lb Mk 82, 1000-lb Mk 83
and 2000-lb Mk 84. Mk 81 sand 82s were often fitted
with Snakeye fins for low-altitude drops. On
occasion, Mk 54 350-lb depth bombs were used
in ground-attack missions. Bombs were also fitted
with 'Daisy Cutter' fuse-extenders to explode above
ground. Rockets were also widely used by US Navy
A-1 squadrons. Single 5-in High-Velocity Aircraft

Rockets were phased out in early 1967 by four-shot
LAU-10 Aero-7B pods of 5-in Zuni rockets. A
common configuration for an A-1 - particularly
while on RESCAP patrol- included one ofthese
pods on each main wing station, as well as a
300-gallon Aero 1 centreline fuel tank.

Nineteen-shot LAU-60A pods of 2.75-in Mighty
Mouse rockets - often mounted on the Aero 14
outboard wing stations - also were also used.

Mk 24 flares were also routinely dropped at night.
Other armaments less frequently used were

Mk 77 Mod 0 750-lb, Mk 77 Mod 1 550-lb and Mk 79
1OOO-ib napalm fire bombs.

At least one commode was also dropped by
a VA-25 A-1 on an enemy position.

External fuel tanks were normally carried for all
missions in the combat zone. Two Aero 1 300­
gallon tanks mounted on the inboard wing stations

1
A-1H BuNo 139662/NK 510 of VA-145, USS
Constellation (CVA-64). August 1964
VA-145's only A-1 deployment on board CVA-64
saw the 'Swordsmen' flying the first US Navy
strikes into North Vietnam in support of Operation
Pierce Arrowon 5 August 1964. BuNo 139662 saw
action in these early missions. Delivered to the US
Navy as an AD-6 in November 1955, it duly served
with VA-195 (1956-58). VA-196 (1959-60) and VA­
115 (1961-63). The A-1 joined VA-145 in September
1963, and remained with the unit until May 1965.
Stricken and transferred to the USAF two months
later, it was supplied to the VNAF.

2
A-1 H BuNo 134569/NF 311 of VA-52, USS
Ticonderoga ICVA-14). August 1964
This aircraft also participated in the Pierce Arrow
strikes. Delivered to the US Navy in December 1953,
it served with VF-194 (1954), VA-155 (1954-55),
VA-125 (1956-57), VA-52 (1964-65). VA-122 (1965)
and VA-52 once again, joining the unit as an attrition
replacement aboard CVA-14 in the Tonkin Gulf in
March 1966. It also participated in the unit's final
A-1 combat cruise in 1966-67, before transferring
to VA-152 aboard CVA-34 in the Tonkin Gulf in
July 1967, and returned with the unitto CONUS
in February 1968. Stricken fortransfer to the USAF
that same month, BuNo 134569 was passed on to
the VNAF and lost in combat on 24 October 1972.

3
EA-1E BuNo 133772/RR 73 of VAW-11 Det R, USS
Kearsarge ICVS-33). September 1964
VAW-11 deployed three detachments of EA-1 Es on
board ASW carriers in the Tonkin Gulf prior to them
being superseded by E-1B Tracers in 1965-66. This
particular aircraft was delivered to the US Navy as
an AD-5W in June 1955, and it served with Marine
Corps unit VMCNMCJ-3 (1955-56) and VC-11 (1956­
57). prior to joining VAW-11 in 1958. BuNo 133772

was a common configuration, although later in the
war the carriage of a single 300-gallon tank on the
centreline station became more the norm. EA-1 Fs
normally carried one Aero 1B 300-gallon tank,
mounted on the centreline station.

The EA-1 F could carry two pod-mounted radars­
the ground-mapping APS-31 and the air-intercept
APS-19, although the latter was carried less often.
Typical mission loads included a 300-gallon Aero
1B centreline fuel tank and a mixture of up to four
ALT-2 or -7 jamming pods or ALE-2 and MX-900
chaff-dispensing pods. Two 20 mm cannon were
mounted in the wings.

The A-1 was capable of refuelling a jet aircraft
using a buddy store. This capability was used in the
Vietnam War, but not widely, mostly because of the
availability by this time of A-3B and KA-3B Skywar­
riors with tanker packages.

was transferred to VAW-33 in March 1965 and
assigned to the unit's Det 39. Embarked in USS
Lake Champlain (CVS-39). the aircraft was written
off in a flying accident at sea on 20 May 1965.

4
A-1H BuNo 139715/NM 605 ofVA-196, USS Bon
Homme RichardICVA-31), September 1964
This A-1 flew Yankee Team strikes into Laos
between 31 August and 8 October 1964. Delivered
to the US Navy in March 1956, BuNo 139715 was
flown by VA-176 (1956-57), VA-16 (1957), VA-15
(1958-59). VA-122 (1960-61) and VA-196 (1961-65).
It was administratively stricken for transfer to the
USAF in July 1965 and handed over to the VNAF.

5
A-1H BuNo 139779/NG 512 of VA-95, USS Ranger
ICVA-61). March 1965
VA-95 made only one deployment to Vietnam with
A-1 s, and pa rtici pated inFlaming Dart-the initia I
months of Rolling Thunder. BuNo 139779 was
accepted by the US Navy in January 1956 and
flown by VA-15 (1956-57), VA-45 (1957-58). the
Marine Corps' Aircraft Engineering Squadron 12
(1958-60), VA-152 (1961-62). VA-115 (1962-63). and
VA-196 (1964-65). It joined VA-95 as an attrition
replacement for A-1 H BuNo 135375 in March 1965
and was then transferred back to VA-196 in August
1965, but was passed on to VA-165 the following
month. Issued to VA-25 in June 1966, it saw combat
with the unit later that year, prior to join ing VA-152
in April 1967. Another Vietnam cruise followed until
31 January 1968. Two weeks later, BuNo 135375
was transferred to the USAF and then the VNAF.

6
A-1 H BuNo 139770/NP 565 of VA-215, USS
Hancock ICVA-19). April 1965
This aircraft saw combat with VA-215 in Flaming
Dartand early Rolling Thunderstrikes. Delivered
in June 1956, it served with VA-15 (1956), VA-35
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V) (1957), VA-42 (1957-58). VA-176 (1958-60). VA-215 failure soon after launching from CVA-63 on (1958-59). VA-122 (1959-62). VA-115 (1964-66), This aircraft is carrying a typical RESCAP mission »
w -0

u (1964-65). VA-145 (1965) and VA-152 (1966-67). The Yankee Station on 19 May 1966. VA-122 (1966-67) and VA-145 (1967). BuNo 142016 load-out - a centreline 300-gallon Aero 1 external -0

0 aircraft was transferred to the USAF in February was stricken and transferred to the USAF in fuel tank and two pods of 19 2.75-in folding-fin rock-
m
z

z 1968 and passed on to the VNAF. 11 January 1968, who later supplied it to the VNAF. ets. Built in May 1955, it served with VA-42 (1956).
w

0

a... A-1H BuNo 139702/NM 601 ofVA-196, USS Bon VA-75 (1956-57). VA-105 (1957-58), VA-165 (1958). n
a... m
<l: 7 Homme Richard (CVA-31L October 1965 16 VA-215 (1960-61). VT-30 (1962-64), VA-122 (1964- V)

A-1J BuNo 142035/NL 204 of VA-165, USS After a quick turnaround, VA-196 returned to Viet- A-1J BuNo 142031/NK 504 of VA-145, USS Ranger 65). VA-215 (1965-66) and VA-176 (1967-68). BuNo

Coral Sea (CVA-43), July 1965 nam zone in May 1965 for its last A-1 deployment. (CVA-61), February 1966 137586 was retired in early 1968.

VA-165 replaced VA-152 in CVW-15 on board Coral At 1000 lbs, the red-painted Mk 79 was the largest This Skyraider was flown by Lt(jg) Dieter Dengler

Sea for the longest deployment - almost 11 months napalm bomb used by the US Navy in the Vietnam on his first. and only, mission over Indochina. 21
- of any air wing in the Vietnam War. This A-1 was War. BuNo 139702 was delivered to the US Navy in He was shot down on 1 February 1966 during A-l H BuNo 137612/NF 504 of VA-115, USS

delivered in October 1956, and it subsequently February 1956, and duly served with VA-145 (1956- his ingress to the target, crash-landing in Laos. Hancock (CVA-19), June 1967

served with VA-216 (1956-58). VA-115 (1958-61). 57). Marine Aircraft Repair Squadron (MARS) 17 Delivered in October 1956, this A-l served with VA- This aircraft, assigned to Lt Cdr Jack Jones, was

VA-215 (1961-63). VA-122 (1963-64). VA-165 (1964- (1957-58). VMA-322 (1958), VMA-331 (1958). VA-42 95 (1956-58). VA-25 (1960-62). VA-122 (1962). VA- adorned with three-toed black footprints painted

65) and VA-215 (1966-67). Handed over to the USAF (1961). VA-85 (1961-62). VA-152 (1962-64). VA-163 196 (1963-64). VA-52 (1965) and VA-145 (1965-66). on the fuselage and wings. It replaced BuNo 139768

in November 1967, it was shot down over Laos on (1964). VA-196 (1965-66). VA-145 (1966-67) and VA- in VA-115 as NF 504 after the ex-VA-25 MiG-killing

8 December 1968 (as was the A-1 in Profile 24). 176 (1967). Bu No 139702 was stricken two months 17 A-1 H was shot down on 17 March 1967. Delivered

later and acquired by the USAF. It was shot down A-l H BuNo 137512/AH 504 of VA-152, USS in July 1955, this aircraft served with VA-104

8 over South Vietnam on 28 July 1971. Oriskany (CVA-34). August 1966 (1955-56). VA-175 (1956). VA-35 (1956-57). VA-85

EA-1F BuNo 132591/VR 707 of VAW-13 Det 1, 1965 This aircraft, serving with VA-152 during its second (1957-58). VA-105 (1958-59). VA-94 (1959). VA-44

Most VAW-13 EA-1 Fs operating on Yankee Station 12 Vietnam deployment, features flash suppressors on (1959-60). VA-176 (1960). VA-44 again (1960-61).

were sub-detachments ofVAW-13 Det 1, A-l H BuNo 139692/NF 381 of VA-52, USS the barrel tips of its 20 mm cannon to enhance pilot VA-196 (1962-64). VA-25 (1966). VA-215 (1966) and

permanently based at NAS Cubi Point. This EA-1F is Ticonderoga (CVA-141, March 1966 visual awareness during night operations. Deliv- VA-115 (1967). Handed over to the USAF in August

unusual for a US Navy Skyraider in having a black- THE WHIP was assigned to Cdr John C Mape, who ered in January 1955, it served with VA-125 (1955- 1967, BuNo 137612 was shot down over South

painted panel for disguising engine exhaust stains. was killed in this A-1 by an SA-2 SAM over North 56). MARS-17 (1956), VMA-251 (1956), VA-215 Vietnam on 5 May 1968.

Delivered to the US Navy as an AD-5N in October Vietnam on 13 April 1966. Delivered to the US Navy (1957-59). VA-52 (1959). VA-35 (1961-62). VA-44
1954, the aircraft served with VC-35 (1954-56). in January 1956. BuNo 139692 served with VA-104 (1962-63). VA-15 (1963). VA-145 (1964-65) and VA- 22
VMCJ-3 (1956-58, VA(AW)-35 (1958-59), VAW-33 (1956-57). VA-15 (1958-59). VA-44 (1960). VA-35 152 (1966-68). Transferred to the USAF in February A-1H BuNo 134569/NM 300 of VA-52, USS

(1959-61), VAW-11 (1961) and VAW-13 (1961-66). (1960-61). VA-165 (1964-65) and VA-52 (1965-66). 1968, the A-1 was lost over Laos on 4 July 1969. Ticonderoga (CVA-14). March 1967

It is depicted here whilst embarked in USS VA-52 was one of only three A-1 units in the Viet-

Independence (CVA-62) with CVW-7 in the latter 13 18 nam War to sport a TAG bird' (VA-165 and VA-196

half of 1965. Transferred to VAW-33 in August 1966, A-1H BuNo 139779/NE 574 of VA-25, USS Coral Sea A-1J BuNo 142059/AK 204 of VA-165, USS Intrepid were the others). It featured additional coloured

the aircraft returned to the Tonkin Gulf with Det 11 (CVA-43). November 1966 (CVS-ll). October 1966 stripes within its diagonal blue fuselage band to

as part of CVW-10 embarked in Intrepid in May This aircraft was assigned to Lt Cdr Jim Ehret PUFF THE MAGIC DRAGON was assigned to Lt Cdr represent all of the squadrons in CVW-19. Its CAG

1967. BuNo 132591 was finally retired in July 1968. during VA-25's second Vietnam deployment. and 'Speed' Ritzman during VA-165's last A-1 Vietnam assignment was also denoted by the lettering

its first on board Coral Sea with CVW-15. BuNo deployment. Delivered in December 1956, this air- COMA TKCARAIRWING NINETEEN. During this

9 139779 is also depicted in Profile 5. craft served with VA-125 (1956-57). VA-155 (1957- third, and last. Vietnam A-1 deployment for VA-52,

A-l H BuNo 139768/NE 577 of VA-25, USS Midway 58). VA-65 (1959). VA-25 (1959-60). VA-95 (1960-62). all of its aircraft featured midnight blue weapon

(CVA-41L September 1965 14 VA-165 (1963-66) and VA-215 (1967). Transferred to pylons inspired by the unit's Korean War lineage.

This aircraft was flown by Lt Clint Johnson on A-l J BuNo 142076/NH 502 of VA-115, USS the USAF in August 1967, BuNo 142059 was shot Built in December 1953, this aircraft served with

20 June 1965 over North Vietnam when he and Kitty Hawk (CVA-63). March 1966 down over South Vietnam on 7 May 1968. VF-194 (1954). VA-155 (1954-55). VA-125 (1956-57).

Lt Charlie Hartman downed a VPAF MiG-17 during The Vietnam cruise of VA-115 on board CVA-63 was VA-52 (1964-65). VA-122 (1965-66). VA-52 again

VA-25's first Vietnam deployment. Delivered to the unique in that it was the on ly time that an A-1 unit 19 (1966-67) and VA-152 (1967-68). Transferred tothe

US Navy in May 1956, it served with VA-42 (1956- deployed in a carrier air wing that also included an A-l H BuNo 137543/AK 409 of VA-176, USS Intrepid USAF in February 1968, BuNo 134569 was passed

59) and VA-122 (1960-64). prior to joining VA-25 in A-6 squadron (VA-85). BuNo 142076 was delivered (CVS-ll), October 1966 on the VNAF and shot down in October 1972.

July 1964. Boasting a MiG-17 and two boat silhou- to the US Navy in February 1957, and it served with This aircraft was used by Lt(jg) Tom Patton to down a

ettes beneath its cockpit, the combat veteran is also VA-96 (1957-58). VA-126 (1958). VA-115 (1960-61). MiG-17 on 6 October 1966. Teamed with VA-165 for 23
adorned with an impressive bomb tally. Passed on VA-25 (1961-62). VA-52 (1962-63). VA-115 (1964-67) the only dual-unit deployment for the A-1, VA-176 A-1H BuNo 135324/NP 563 of VA-215, USS Bonne

to VA-115 in September 1966, BuNo 139768 was and VA-25 (1967-68). Stricken in May 1968, BuNo sported the most famous Skyraider marking of the Homme Richard (CVA-31 L May 1967

downed off North Vietnam on 17 March 1967. 142076 was transferred to the USAF and written off war -the diving bee. VA-176 was the only A-1 unit VA-215 switched to CVA-31 for its th ird Vietnam

10
in a crash-landing in South Vietnam in March 1972. to wear an 'X' marking on the base ofthe vertical deployment. Note the triangle marking above the

stabiliser. It was used to calibrate the trim on the tail code in red, with a black ball inside. BuNo

A-1J BuNo 142051/AH 582 of VA-152, USS 15 entire horizontal stabiliser, which was adjustable. 135324 was accepted by the US Navy in August

Oriskany (CVA-34), August 1965 A-1J BuNo 142016/NH501 of VA-115, USS It was also worn on the squadron's 1967 deployment 1954, and it served with VA-175 (1954-56). VMA-212

VA-152 replaced VA-165 in CVW-16 in 1964, and Kitty Hawk (CVA-63). December 1965 to the Mediterranean. BuNo 137543 was delivered in (1956-57). VA-195 (1958). VA-85 (1962-63). VA-42

made all three of its Vietnam Skyraider deploy- During its Kitty Hawk deployment. at least three March 1955 and served with VA-25 (1955-56). VA-175 (1963), VA-45 (1963-64). VA-25 (1964-66), VA-122

ments on Oriskany. This aircraft is armed with VA-115 aircraft were painted with an experimental (1957-58). VA-42 (1958). VA-85 (1959). VA-215 (1960- (1966) and VA-215 (1966-67). Passed on to the

M 116A2 napalm canisters as well as conventional water-soluble green camouflage (FS34079 and 61). VA-122 (1961-64) and VA-176 (1965-66). Passed USAF in August 1967, the A-1 was shot down over

250-lb bombs. BuNo 142051 was delivered to the FS341 02). The underside remained white. The on to the USAF in February 1967, BuNo 137543 was South Vietnam on 18 June 1971.

US Navy in December 1956 and subsequently national insignia, large BuNo, modex and the word shot down over Laos on 2 July 1969.
served with VA-125 (1957). VA-155 (1957-58). VA-52 NAVYwere all made smaller, and were applied 24
(1959). VA-95 (1959-61). VA-196 (1962-63). VA-95 with a more permanent paint. Tails codes were 20 A-1J BuNo 142033/AK 501 of VA-145, USS Intrepid

once again (1963-64). VA-152 (1964-65) and VA-115 worn. Handed over to the US Navy in September A-l H BuNo 137586/NP 569 of VA-215, USS (CVS-ll). September 1967

92 (1966). The A-1 was lost when it suffered engine 1956, this aircraft served with VX-5 (1956-58). VA-95 Hancock (CVA-19), April 1966 "Baby"was assigned to the CO ofVA-145, Cdr D E 93



(I)
Sparks, during the unit's last A-1 deployment. nated VAQ-33, and EA-1 Fs from VAW-13 were the 770-780 series, and kept the VR tail code regard- 12 l>

LU -uu Delivered in October 1956, this aircraft served with being phased out in favour of EKA-3Bs. This less of which air wing they were seconded to This VA-152 A-1H was seen from the USAF HU-16B -u
0 VA-216 (1956-58), VA-126 (1958), VA-115 (1958-63), aircraft was delivered in January 1955, and served (Tom Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection) that it was escorting on a RESCAP mission over the

m
zz

VA-152 (1963-64), VA-122 (1964-65), VA-165 (1965), with VC-35 (1955-56), VMC-1 (1956-57), VA(AW)-33 Tonkin Gulf in September 1966. This aircraft, 0LU
c... VA-152 again (1965), VA-215 (1965-66), VA-122 (1958), VA(AW)-35 (1958-59), VAW-33 (1959), 5 assigned to Jimbo, is marked with three Purple nc...

m
<l: (1966-67) and VA-145 (1967-68). Transferred to the VAW-13 (1960-67) and finally VAQ-33 (1967-69). The open rear compartment hatches on this Heart medals on the lower section of the engine (I)

USAF in February 1968, BuNo 142033 was shot It was stricken in June 1969. VAW-13 Det 1 EA-1 Fat Da Nang in 1966 show the cowling (Tom Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)
down over Laos on 8 December 1969. seats of the enlisted electronic warfare operators,

30 as well as the electronic equipment mounted 13
25 EA-1F BuNo 132545/AK 601 ofVAQ-33 Det 11, USS behind them. Visible on the ventral fuselage are the Two VA-152 'Spads' on a stopover at Da Nang AB.
A-1H BuNo 134575/AH 511 ofVA-152, USS Intrepid (CVS-11), December 1968 two direction-finding antenna domes. The 'pigtail' Except for the usual exhaust stains on the forward
Oriskany (CVA-34), November 1967 Det11 deployed with CVW-1 0 on board Intrepid cable connecting the ALT-2/7 jamming pod with the fuselage, the aircraft in the foreground is exception-
FOO FOO JUICEfeatures a yellow tail cap applied for the carrier's third, and final, Vietnam cruise, and aircraft's wiring can be seen under the wing (Tom ally clean. During the squadron's 1966 Vietnam
for VA-152's last Vietnam Skyraider deployment, made the final US Navy combat deployment of the Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection) Skyraider deployment, the 'Wild Aces' switched
for which the unit's A-1s were fitted with Yankee Skyraider. At some point during the deployment, from a large yellow chevron tail marking to the
rocket extraction seats. BuNo 134575 was built in the modex series for the det changed from 600 to 6 smaller one seen here above the tail code (Tom
December 1953 and served with VA-115 (1954-55), 800. Built in July 1954, this aircraft served with The port wing of this VA-152 'Spad' on board Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)
VA-196 (1956-57), VA-42 (1959-61), VA-65 (1963), VMCNMCJ-3 (1954-56), VA(AW)-35 (1957-58), CVA-34 is loaded with a Mk 77 Mod 0 750-lb napalm
VA-145 (1965), VA-52 (1965-66) and VA-152 (1966- Pacific Missile Range (1958-62), VAW-33 (1962-65), canister and four 500-lb high-drag bombs (Gary 14
68). Acquired by the USAF in March 1968, it was VAW-13 (1965-67) and VAQ-33 (1967-69). It too was Gottschalk via Wayne Mutza collection) A VA-25 A-1 H escorts an HU-16B overthe Tonkin
transferred to the VNAF and lost on 21 June 1974. retired in June 1969. Gulf during the unit's second Vietnam deployment

7 in 1966 (Tom Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)
26 VA-196 ordnancemen James Hannan and Paul
EA-1 F BuNo 132591/AK 783 of VAW-33 Det 11, Rhodes pose with the fruits oftheir labour-a full 15
USS IntrepidICVS-11), November 1967 load for this 'Main Battery' A-1 H, which was Another VA-25 A-1 H - th is one assigned to Lt Cdr
Det 11 deployed with three EA-1Fs in CVW-10 during

COLOUR SECTION assigned to Cdr Joseph Gallagher during the Jim Ehret - flies wing on an HU-16B over the Tonkin
CVS-11's second Vietnam cruise. EA-1 Fs in the com- squadron's 1965 deployment to Vietnam. The Gulf in 1966. The squadron's Battle Excellence 'E'
bat zone were armed with one 20 mm cannon 'Spad' is loaded with red-painted Mk 79 1000-lb award is painted behind the cockpit (Tom Hansen
in each wing. Note the Tonkin Gulf Yacht Club patch napalm canisters on the inboard wing stations and via Wayne Mutza collection)
above the national insignia. Delivered in October 1 12 250-lb bombs on the outboard wing pylons. The
1954, this aircraft served with VC-35 (1954-56), A VAW-11 Det Q EA-1 E radar early warning aircraft payload capacity of the A-1 kept ordnancemen both 16
VMCJ-3 (1956-58), VA(AW)-35 (1958-59), VAW-33 assigned to USS Bennington (CVS-20) in May 1965. busy and fit (Paul Rhodes via W Mutza collection) A VA-25 A-1 H flies wi ng on a HU-16B over a cloudy
(1959-61), VAW-11 (1961), VAW-13 (1961-66) and The four-seat EA-1 E was approaching retirement as Tonkin Gulf in December 1966. Pairs of US Navy
VAW-33 (1966-68). It was retired in July 1968. the Vietnam War heated up, and served over the 8 'Spads' were routinely assigned RESCAP missions

Tonkin Gulf only into 1965. It was replaced by the A section ofVA-152 Skyraiders return from a to protect the Albatrosses during their rescue
27 E-1 B Tracer on ASW carriers (Richard W Albright mission during the squadron's first Southeast Asia attempts for downed aircrews in the gulf (Tom
A-1H BuNo 135300/NL 405 of VA·25, USS Coral Sea via Wayne Mutza collection) deployment in 1965. The A-1J (foreground) flies Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)
(CVA-43), January 1968 wing on the A-1 H. Note the unusual grey rudder
During VA-25's third, and last, Vietnam deployment 2 on the A-1 H. Most control surfaces on US Navy 17
in A-1 s, this aircraft - assigned to Lt(jg) Dale Pellott A VA-196 A-1J assigned to the 'Main Battery's' CO, Skyraiders of the period were painted white (Gary This VA-52 A-1 H (BuNo 135332), shown in late 1966
- flew the final combat sortie by the attack version Cdr J R Driscoll, displays a full wing load of ord- Gottschalk via Wayne Mutza collection) or early 1967, is armed with eight seven-shot pods
of the US Navy Skyraider. Delivered in June 1954, nance on CVA-31 in preparation for a mission over of 2.75-in folding-fin aerial rockets. It survived
it flew with VA-55 (1954-56), VA-115 (1956-58), VA- Laos in late 1964. The folding wing section hosts 9 service with the US Navy, USAF and VNAF, and
145 (1962-63), VA-25 (1964-66), VA-52 (1966-67) and three 260-lb fragmentation bombs and three 5-in An A-1J ofVA-145 prepares to launch from the No 4 was purchased from Thailand after the war. It flies
VA-25 again (1967-68). The A-1 was retired to the HVARs. The latter were being phased out in favour catapult of CVA-61 (US Navy via John Eckberg) as a warbird under private ownership in the US
Naval Aviation Museum at Pensacola in April 1968. of the folding-fin Zuni rockets. The folding wing (Tom Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection)

section lacks the 20 mm cannon normally installed. 10
28 (Paul Rhodes via Wayne Mutza collection) This A-1J (BuNo 142028) replaced A-1 H BuNo 18
EA-1 F BuNo 132555/VR 012 of VAW-13, USS Kitty 134472 in VA-176 as AK 402 (assigned to Cdr Ray The 'Fists of the Fleet' wardroom poses with one
Hawk (CVA-63), May 1968 3 Ashworth) after the latter made a gear-up landing of its 'Spads' on the deck of CVA-43 during VA-25's
This VAW-13 detachment was unusual in that it A VA-196 A-1 H parked on the deck of CVA-31 during on Intrepid on 19 July 1966. The aircraft's cannons third Vietnam deployment in 1967-68. The CO, Cdr
deployed with CVA-63 directly from NAS Alameda, a port call in Yokosuka, Japan, in late 1964, after are tipped with flash suppressors for night opera- Cliff Church, if fifth from left, kneeling. One of the
rather than being a sub-det of Det 1 at Cubi Point. leaving the Tonkin Gulf and Yankee Team mission tions (Tom Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection) co-authors, Lt Cdr 'Zip' Rausa, is eighth from left,
Delivered in February 1954, this aircraft served with over Laos. VA-196 was the only Vietnam-era A-1 VA standing. Lt(jg) Ted Hill, who flew the attack A-1 's
VC-33 (1954-56), VMCJ-3 (1956-58), VAW-33 (1959- squadron to use the 600-series for its modex. The 11 last US Navy sortie, is standing, far right (US Navy
64), VAW-33 (1964-66) and VAW-13 (1966-68). BuNo Aero 1 external tanks are painted gull grey on top A-1J BuNo 142059 PUFF THE MAGIC DRAGONwas via Rosario Rausa)
132555 was retired in August 1968. instead of white - unusual for the Skyraider assigned to Lt Cdr 'Speed' Ritzmann of VA-165. It is

(Paul Rhodes via Wayne Mutza collection) seen here after recovering at Da Nang AB on 10 19
29 September 1966 following a 4.6-hour RESCAP mis- VA-176A-1H assigned to MiG-killer Lt Peter F
EA·1 F BuNo 134974/NM 705 of VAQ·33 Det 14, 4 sion. Note the impressive array of mission mark- Russell on the deck of Saratoga in 1967 during the
USS Ticonderoga (CVA-14), June 1968 A VAW-13 EA-1F see in 1966 parked on the apron ings under the cockpit. Ritzmann would last attack Skyraider deployment to the Mediter-
Det 14 was the only VAWNAQ-33 unit to deploy on a Da Nang AB - a common alternate airfield for subsequently fly with VA-25 during the US Navy's ranean. Russell later joined VAL-4 in South Vietnam
a Pacific Fleet carrier during the Vietnam War. By carrier-based aircraft in the Tonkin Gulf. During the last attack Skyraider combat deployment (Tom and was killed while flying an OV-10A Bronco on 23

94 the time of this cruise, VAW-33 had been redesig- mid-1960s, Det 1 aircraft wore modex numbers in Hansen via Wayne Mutza collection) May 1969 (Angelo Gialanella via Angelo Romano) 95
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96 Feldhaus. Lt John A72 Moser. Lt Cdr Carter 84 Zimmerman. Lt Cdr W C65
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Designed and built as a carrier-based attack aircraft in

1944, the A-1 reached frontline units too late to see

combat in World War 2. With the advent of jets in

the late 1940s, the Skyraider was seen as a dated

throwback to the golden age of piston-engined naval

aviation. Despite its days being seemingly numbered,

the A-1 proved to be a huge success in the Korean War

thanks to it being able to carry virtually any weapon

in the naval arsenal from its external wing hardpoints.

Remaining in production through to 1957, some 3180

Skyraiders had been built by the time the last one left

the Douglas plant. Nicknamed the 'flying dump truck',

the A-1 was a key component of naval air wings into

the 1960s, thus allowing the aircraft to play its part in

the escalating conflict in Vietnam. Both A-1 attack and

EA-1 F electronic countermeasures aircraft saw action in

Southeast Asia from 1960 through to 1969, when the

last examples were finally retired from carrier decks.
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