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Introduction

Fnally, you're taking that long-awaited trip to Europe. Congratulations!
You're about to embark on a great adventure, and part of you may
feel a bit overwhelmed. You have lots of plans to make: where to stay,
where to dine, how long to remain in each country, and which attractions
to see — but I can help you every step of the way. You already took the
first step in the right direction by buying Europe For Dummies, 3rd Edition!

About This Book

You have in your possession a reference tool, not a guidebook that you
have to read from cover to cover. Open up this book to any chapter to
find the answers on how to make your European travel dreams come
true. You can read Europe For Dummies from start to finish if you want,
but if you're already familiar with some aspects of international travel,
for instance, skip over the first two parts and jump right into the desti-
nation descriptions.

This is a selective guidebook to Europe. My goal throughout is to give
you a really good selection of each country’s highlights. That means I
exclude places that other, more exhaustive guidebooks routinely include.
Brussels, Copenhagen, and Lisbon are important cities, but from the
perspective of the first-time visitor to Europe, they can’t compete with
London, Paris, and Madrid. In addition, so much is really worth seeing in
Europe that you don’t need to waste your time with the second-rate, the
overrated, or the boring.

Please be advised that travel information is subject to change at any
time — and this is especially true of prices. I, therefore, suggest that
you write or call ahead for confirmation when making your travel plans.
The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held responsible for the
experiences of readers while traveling. Your safety is important to us,
however, so we encourage you to stay alert and be aware of your sur-
roundings. Keep a close eye on cameras, purses, and wallets, all favorite
targets of thieves and pickpockets.
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Dummies Post-it” Flags

As you're reading this book, you'll find information that you'll want to reference as you
plan or enjoy your trip — whether it be a new hotel, a must-see attraction, or a must-
try walking tour. Mark these pages with the handy Post-it" Flags included in this book
to help make your trip planning easier!

Conventions Used in This Book

If you've tried to extract some information from a guidebook and felt
that you needed training in hieroglyphics to interpret all the different
symbols, I'm happy to report you won’t have that problem with user-
friendly Europe For Dummies. The use of symbols and abbreviations is
kept to a minimum.

The few conventions that [ do use include the following:

v Abbreviations for credit cards: AE (American Express), DC
(Diner’s Club), MC (MasterCard), and V (Visa).

v Two prices for everything: First in the local currency (often the
euro, €) and second in the U.S. dollar equivalent. These dollar
conversions were calculated using the exchange rate listed in each
destination chapter and were accurate at the time [ was writing
that chapter.

Exchange rates can and will fluctuate, and the rate probably will
not be the same when you visit. However, because the fluctuations
tend to stay within around 10 to 20 percent, my conversions give
you a fair idea about how much you’ll pay (assuming the price itself
doesn’t go up, of course).

v+ Dollar-sign ratings for all hotels and restaurants: The number
of signs indicates the range of costs for one night in a double-
occupancy hotel room or a meal at a restaurant (excluding alcohol),
from $ (budget) to $$$$$ (splurge). Because of the number of coun-
tries covered in this book, these ratings are relative, applied on a
city-by-city basis. So a $ hotel in pricey London may be a quirky
bed-and-breakfast in a residential neighborhood with mismatched
furniture and shared baths; but a $ hotel in far-cheaper Athens may
well be a centrally located but plain mid-scale hotel. The same goes
for restaurants: At a rustic $$$$ joint in Madrid you may get a deli-
cious, stick-to-your-ribs stew for about $22; but a $$$$ restaurant in
Paris dishes up fancy, haute-cuisine dishes that can cost as much
as $85 per course.
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1+ Two categories for hotels and restaurants: My personal favorites
(the “tops”) and those that don’t quite make my preferred list but
still get my hearty seal of approval (the “runners-up”). Don’t be shy
about considering those in the second category if you're unable to
get a room or a table at one of my favorites or if your preferences
differ from mine. The amenities that the runner-up hotels offer and
the services that each provides make all of them good choices to
consider as you determine where to rest your head at night. The
runner-up restaurants are all enjoyable standbys that are sure to
serve up a tasty meal.

v Cross-references to maps: For those hotels, restaurants, and attrac-
tions that are plotted on a map, a page reference is provided in the
listing information. If a hotel, restaurant, or attraction is outside the
city limits or in an out-of-the-way area, it may not be mapped.

Foolish Assumptions

As [ wrote this book, | made some assumptions about you and what your
needs may be as a traveler. Here’s what [ assumed about you:

» You may be an inexperienced traveler looking for guidance when
determining whether to take a trip to Europe and how to plan for it.

v You may be an experienced traveler, but you don’t have a lot of
time to devote to trip planning or you don’t have a lot of time to
spend in Europe once you get there. You want expert advice on
how to maximize your time and enjoy a hassle-free trip.

v You're not looking for a book that provides all the information avail-
able about Europe or that lists every hotel, restaurant, or attraction
available to you. Instead, you're looking for a book that focuses on
the places that will give you the best or most memorable experience
in Europe.

If you fit any of these criteria, then Europe For Dummies gives you the
information you’re looking for.

How This Book Is Organized

I divide Europe For Dummies into six parts. The first two parts cover
planning and travel skills. The next three parts divide Europe into three
regions; you get the lowdown on 15 of Europe’s most popular destina-
tions, and all destinations read as mini-guidebooks. You find all you need
to conquer each city: historical background, local customs, the best
hotels and restaurants for every budget, out-of-the-way gems, and more.
[ even recommend how much time to spend at each major attraction.
The last part includes some fun top-ten lists as well as an appendix
packed with helpful travel info you can use on the go.
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Part [: Introducing Europe

This part covers where to go, how to link it all together, and how to
budget for your dream trip. [ give you my picks of the best destinations
and sights and my recommendations for the most fun-packed itineraries
to fit your interests and vacation schedule.

Part I1: Planning Your Trip to Europe

If you're looking for a deal (and isn’t everybody?), read on. This part
reveals the tricks of the trade for finding the best prices on plane tickets,
rail passes, and car rentals. | help you find the best hotel in any price
range and share budgeting tricks so you can travel Europe without break-
ing the bank. I discuss tips for students, seniors, families, the physically
challenged, and gay and lesbian travelers. Then I guide you through
applying for passports; making reservations; dealing with trip insurance,
health issues, and Customs; and figuring out how to keep in touch while
traveling. I do everything but pack your bag!

Part 111: The British Isles

First, I help you tackle London and side trips in England to Bath; Salisbury
and Stonehenge; and Oxford. Then I bring you north to Edinburgh and
other Scottish highlights such as Loch Ness, Inverness, and Glasgow.
Finally, [ take you across the waters to Dublin and the best of Ireland’s
countryside, from the Wicklow Mountains to the Ring of Kerry.

Part 1V: Central Europe

Many adventures await you in Central Europe. From the much-loved and
often-visited city of Paris, | take you to the palaces at Versailles and the
Gothic cathedral at Chartres. After cruising Amsterdam’s canals and red-
light district, | help you explore the Dutch tulip fields in Haarlem and the
Hoge Veluwe Park with its Kréller-Miiller Museum. In Germany, I bring
you to Munich and Bavaria, where you can drink beer with oompah
bands and explore Neuschwanstein, the ultimate Romantic castle.

You raise a glass (of coffee) to the Hapsburgs in genteel Vienna before
heading to Innsbruck in the Austrian Alps. Finally, you head to the magi-
cal baroque cityscape of Prague, which rarely disappoints (nor do the
Czech Republic’s cheap prices).

Part U: Mediterranean Europe

The bright Mediterranean basin has been home to Europe’s great
Empires. From the multilayered city of Rome, [ show you the ancient
Roman town of Ostia Antica, just a daytrip away. Then you journey to
Florence, the city of the Renaissance, and the nearby Tuscan towns of
Pisa, Siena, and San Gimignano, which help bring the Middle Ages back
to life. I round up my Italian tour with the canal city of Venice, one of the
most beautiful and unusual cities on Earth.
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Next | take you to Spain. You start in Madrid, which houses great muse-
ums and tapas bars, and the nearby towns of Toledo and Segovia, which
provide medieval respites from city sightseeing. Then you visit the great
city of Barcelona, with its modernismo architecture and Gothic quarter.

Part Ul: The Part of Tens

[ fill this part with ten of Europe’s must-see sights (and ten overrated
ones) as well as ten affordable European souvenirs for $20 or less and
advice on ten ways to break out of the tourist mold.

In back of this book I've included an appendix — your Quick Concierge —
containing lots of handy information you may need when traveling in
Europe, like average rail times between different European cities, clothing
size conversions, and contact information for various tourism agencies.
You can find the Quick Concierge easily because it’s printed on yellow
papetr.

Icons Used in This Book

Throughout this book, helpful little icons highlight particularly useful
information. Here’s what each icon means.

This icon highlights money-saving tips and/or great deals.

This icon highlights the best the destination has to offer in all categories —
hotels, restaurants, attractions, activities, shopping, and nightlife.

This icon gives you a heads-up on annoying or potentially dangerous sit-
uations such as tourist traps, unsafe neighborhoods, rip-offs, and other
things to beware of.

This icon, in addition to flagging tips and resources of special interest
to families, points out the most child-friendly hotels, restaurants, and
attractions.

This icon is a catchall for any special hint, tip, or bit of insider’s advice
that helps make your trip run more smoothly.

Sometimes a great hotel, restaurant, or sight may require a bit of effort
to get to. I let you in on these secret little finds with this icon. I also use
this to peg any resource that’s particularly useful and worth the time to
seek out.
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Where to Go from Here

Think of me as your advance scout. These pages are chock-full of insider
tips, hints, advice, secrets, and strategies that I collected while criss-
crossing the British Isles and the Continent. I explored. I took notes. And
I made mistakes — and learned from them — so that you don’t have to
make the same errors, even if you're a first-time traveler.

From here, you depart on your big European adventure. Keep in mind
that Europe is not a giant museum from the past, but a living and vital
culture. If you open yourself to all its possibilities — new friends, experi-
ences, sights, and sounds — you’re bound to have a vacation that will
stay with you long after you return.

Bon voyage!
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Introducing Europe

The 5t Wave By Rich Tennant

CRICHTENNARNT

“Let me g6k you a question. Ave you planning
to Kiss the Blarney Stone, or ask for its hand

m marriage”



In this part . . .

hat comes to mind when looking at a map of Europe?

So many beautiful countries, so many glamorous
cities, and so many possible itineraries. Before you jump on
that plane, you need a travel plan that will allow you to visit
all the places on your wish list without having to get a second
mortgage on your home. This part guides you through all the
necessary steps that you need to take in order to build your
ideal travel plan. These chapters introduce you to Europe,
help you decide when and where to go, and give you five
great itineraries.




Chapter 1

Discovering the
Best of Europe

In This Chapter

Finding the best museums, historic sights, food, and architecture
Discarding misconceptions before you go
Traveling to the most intriguing cities and sights

ou need to get started on plenty of details a few months before you

leave — things such as passports (see Chapter 9), rail passes (see
Chapter 6), plane tickets (see Chapter 5), and traveler’s checks (see
Chapter 4). But for now, just sit back and dream of the possibilities.

In Europe, you find some of the world’s most outstanding museums, his-
toric sights, culinary creations, and architectural wonders. In this book, I
guide you to the best of the best.

You can sail past decaying palaces and sinking churches on Venice’s
Grand Canal for the price of a bus ticket. You can drain creamy mugs of
Guinness while clapping along to traditional Celtic music on a pub-crawl
through Dublin. You can splurge on a 5-star meal in Paris, the mecca of
haute cuisine.

You may want to stare for hours at the famed finger-almost-touching
scene of God Creating Adam on Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling in
Rome. Or sit atop Switzerland’s Schilthorn Mountain, surrounded by
peaks covered with snow and glacier-filled valleys, while eating break-
fast in a revolving restaurant at 10,000 feet. Or enjoy a picnic lunch on
the Greek island of Santorini hundreds of feet above the Mediterranean
amidst the ruins of a Mycenaean city.

Europe is yours to discover and experience. This book opens the doors.
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The Top Museums

I give away no secrets by admitting that Europe is home to some of the
world’s greatest museums, displaying a cultural kaleidoscope of Western
culture from classical busts and Renaissance frescoes to Impressionist
landscapes and postmodern sculptures.

v The Louvre (Paris): The short list has to start with the Louvre (see
Chapter 13), one of those great catchall museums that opens with
ancient sculptures (including that armless beauty Venus de Milo),
runs through Egyptian mummies and medieval artifacts, and then
showcases some true icons of Renaissance art, including Da Vinci’s
Mona Lisa and Delacroix’s ultra-French Liberty Leading the People.

v Musée d’Orsay (Paris): After exhausting yourself at the Louvre, you
can cross the Seine River to visit an old train station that’s been
transformed into the Musée d’Orsay (see Chapter 13). The Orsay
picks up the thread of French art where the Louvre leaves off, high-
lighting the best from the Romantic period onward, including the
world’s greatest collection of crowd-pleasing Impressionists like
Manet, Monet, Degas, Cézanne, Renoir, Gaughin, van Gogh, Seurat,
and more.

v The Vatican Museums (Rome): Arguably, Europe’s greatest collec-
tion of museums all in one place belongs to the Vatican Museums
(see Chapter 19). The Vatican’s Painting Gallery houses Raphael’s
Transfiguration and Caravaggio’s Deposition. A slew of antiquities
collections together preserve some of the best bits of ancient Greek,
Egyptian, Etruscan, and (naturally) Roman sculpture on the conti-
nent. Then you find the former private papal apartments frescoed
by the likes of Pinturicchio and Raphael, and, of course, the Sistine
Chapel with its ceiling frescoed by Michelangelo.

v The British Museum (London): You can get up close and personal
with artifacts from the dawn of human history at London’s renowned
(and admission-free) British Museum (see Chapter 10). No nook or
cranny of the ancient European, Mediterranean, or Middle Eastern
worlds is overlooked, from Celtic treasure hordes to the Elgin
Marbles of Greece’s Parthenon, from the remains of Assyrian
palaces to the Rosetta Stone that helped archaeologists crack the
language of hieroglyphics, and from intricately decorated Greek
vases to room after room stacked with Egyptian mummies and
their fabulous treasures.

+* Museo del Prado (Madrid): The Museo del Prado (see Chapter 22)
stands on equal footing with the Louvre and Vatican Museums but is
(quite unfairly) not nearly as well known. So much the better, really,
because that means you get to enjoy its paintings by the greats of
Spanish art — the courtly and insightful Velazquez, the creepy and
dark Goya, the weirdly lit and uniquely colorful El Greco, and the
truly warped and surreal Hieronymus Bosch — without the huge
crowds and long lines.



Chapter 1: Discovering the Best of Europe 73

v~ The Uffizi Galleries (Florence): Take a spin through the Uffizi
Galleries (see Chapter 20), a veritable textbook on the develop-
ment of painting during the Renaissance. Compared to the great
museums of other cities, the Uffizi is small, but it houses an
embarrassment of riches, from earlier works by Giotto, Fra’
Angelico, and Botticelli (the goddess-on-a-half-shell Birth of Venus
and flower-filled Primavera both hang here) through the height of
the Renaissance represented by Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, and
Michelangelo.

v The Deutsches Museum (Munich): Overloaded on art and ancient
relics? Head to the Deutsches Museum (see Chapter 15), one of
the greatest science and technology museums on Earth. Whether
you're turned green with envy at the fleets of early Mercedes,
wowed by eye-popping electrical demonstrations, impressed by a
hangar full of historic aircraft, intrigued by the lab benches where
some of the earliest experiments in nuclear physics took place, or
entertained by the giant machines they use to dig tunnels under
the Alps, this informative and often hands-on museum is a delight
for all ages.

The Top Historic Sights

Europe is the wellspring of Western culture, a living textbook of human
history. People think in terms of centuries and millennia here, not decades.
Americans may speak of fond memories of the ’60s; Italians just as breezily
refer to fond collective memories of il seicento (the 1600s). Europe allows
you to dip into history at just about any point.

v Best Greek and Roman Ruins: You can see remnants of the ancient
Greek and Roman empires, some 1,500 to 3,000 years old, with half-
ruined temples at the Acropolis or Ancient Agora in Athens or at
Delphi in inland Greece (see Chapter 24). Or how about the Roman
Forum, the ghost town of Ostia Antica, or the ultimate sports
arena, the Colosseum — all in or near Rome (see Chapter 19)?

+ Best Prehistoric Sites: Prehistoric standouts include sites such as
Stonehenge (see Chapter 10) in England, Akrotiri (see Chapter 24)
on the Greek island of Santorini, the passage tomb of Newgrange
(see Chapter 12) in Ireland, and the remnants of the earliest settle-
ments of what is now Paris excavated under the square in front of
Notre-Dame Cathedral (see Chapter 13).

1~ Best Castles: You'll find castles from the Dark Ages and Middle
Ages (from A.D. 500 to 1500) strewn across Europe, such as the
Tower of London (see Chapter 10), with its bloody legends and
famed crown jewels; Edinburgh Castle (see Chapter 11), glowering
atop a volcanic hill in the center of the city; and Prague Castle (see
Chapter 18), with its soaring cathedral and half-timbered lane of old
alchemists’ shops.
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+ Best Medieval Neighborhoods: This era also saw the development
of major cities, leaving the world with cobblestone medieval quar-
ters such as the Altstadt of Bern (see Chapter 17), the Staré Mesto
in Prague (see Chapter 18), Trastevere in Rome (see Chapter 19),
and the Barri Gotic in Barcelona (see Chapter 23).

v Best Hill Towns: Tiny hill towns and hamlets sprang up between
A.D. 500 and 1500, too, and this book describes the best of them,
including Chartres in France (see Chapter 13), Innsbruck in
Austria (see Chapter 16), the Tuscan hill towns of Siena and San
Gimignano (see both in Chapter 20), and Spain’s time capsules of
Toledo and Segovia (see both in Chapter 22).

The Top Culinary Delights

European cuisine runs the gamut from the rib-sticking roschti (deluxe
hash browns spiked with ham and eggs) of the Swiss Alps to France’s
traditional coq au vin (chicken braised in red wine with onions and
mushrooms); from 101 types of sausage in Prague to the incredible yet
unknown cheeses of Ireland nibbled after dinner in a countryside B&B.

+” Best Mediterranean Meals: The cooking of Italy (see Chapters 19
through 21) goes far beyond pasta — though it’s so good here you
may not care. You can sample Adriatic fish in a Venetian trattoria
patronized by local gondoliers, a mighty bistecca fiorentina (an
oversized T-bone brushed with olive oil and cracked pepper then
grilled) in Florence, or gnocchi al pomodoro (potato dumplings in
tomato sauce) followed by a saltimbocca (wine-cooked veal lay-
ered with sage and prosciutto) in a Roman restaurant installed in
the ruins of an ancient theater.

A night out in Madrid (see Chapter 22) — where dinner starts at

10 p.m. — may mean a traditional roast suckling pig in a restaurant
unchanged since the days when Hemingway was a regular, or a giant
Valencian paella (rice tossed with a seafood medley) to share with
everyone at the table under the wood beams of a country-style inn.

v~ Best British Meals: England (see Chapter 10) once had a reputation
for serving what was considered the worst cooking in Europe, fea-
turing shepherd’s pie (beef stew capped by whipped potatoes) and
bangers and mash (sausages and mashed potatoes). But, oh, how
times have changed. Much to Paris’s chagrin, London now enjoys
the hottest restaurant scene in Europe, and its celebrity chefs and
designer dining spots surf the crest of modern cooking trends and
serve the hippest fusion cuisines.

+~ Best Bets for a Sweet Tooth: Sure, French and Italian pastries are
divine, but you can also sate your sweet tooth in Vienna (see Chap-
ter 16), home of the Sachertorte, the original Death by Chocolate.
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And what better way to cap off a night of clubbing in Madrid than
to join the locals for churros y chocolada (fried dough strips you
dip in thick hot chocolate) as the sun rises? Don’t worry: You'll

do so much walking on your trip that you probably won’t gain too
much weight . . . assuming of course you don’t discover the gelato
(super-rich ice cream) of Florence (see Chapter 20) or toffee trifle
cakes in England (see Chapter 10).

+” Best Beer and Wine: Most travelers know that, to wash it all down,
you can tipple some of the finest wines in the world in France and
Italy or take a swig from a liter-sized mug of beer in Germany. But
did you know that Eastern European beers are finally getting the
recognition they deserve in Prague (see Chapter 18)? And rightly
so, because all Pilsners, and what became Budweiser, originally hail
from the Czech Republic. And how about the heuriger in Vienna
(see Chapter 16)? These small family-run wine estates serve up
samples of their white wines accompanied by simple, hearty
Austrian dishes.

The Architectural Highlights

Europe is home to some of the world’s greatest cathedrals, palaces, and
castles. You can marvel at the diversity of gargoyles and sparkling rose
windows on Paris’s Notre-Dame Cathedral (see Chapter 13), gape at
Michelangelo’s Pieta sculpture and Bernini’s towering altar canopy in
Rome’s St. Peter’s (Chapter 19), and admire many creations of medieval
masonry or Renaissance engineering in between.

v Chartres Cathedral (Beyond Paris): Chartres Cathedral (see
Chapter 13) is a study in formal Gothic, from its 27,000 square
feet of stained glass to its soaring spires and flying buttresses.

v~ Salisbury Cathedral (Beyond London): Britain’s answer to
Chartres is Salisbury Cathedral (see Chapter 10), spiking the
English countryside with one of the medieval world’s tallest spires.

1~ St. Mark’s Basilica (Venice): The multiple domes, swooping
pointed archways, and glittering mosaics swathing St. Mark’s
Basilica (see Chapter 21) hint at how this great trading power
of the Middle Ages sat at the crossroads of Eastern and Western
cultures; it’s as much Byzantine as it is European.

v The Duomo (Florence): When the Renaissance genius Brunelleschi
invented a noble dome to cap Florence’s Duomo (see Chapter 20),
Europe’s architectural landscape changed forever. Domes started
sprouting up all over the place. Visit Florence’s original, and you
can clamber up narrow staircases between the dome’s onion layers
to see just how Brunelleschi performed his engineering feat — and
get a sweeping panorama of the city from the top.
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v Residenz Palace and Schloss Nymphenburg (Munich): In the 17th
and 18th centuries, powerful kings governing much of Europe felt
they ruled by divine right — and built palaces to prove it. The
Bavarian Wittelsbach dynasty ruled for 738 years from Munich’s
Residenz Palace and the pleasure palace outside town, Schloss
Nymphenburg (see Chapter 15).

v Hofburg Palace (Vienna): The Hapsburg emperors set up house-
keeping in the sprawling Hofburg Palace (see Chapter 16), where
the chapel is now home to a little singing group known as the Vienna
Boy’s Choir, and where museums showcase everything from classical
statuary and musical instruments to medieval weaponry and the
imperial treasury.

v Buckingham Palace (London): You can line up to watch the chang-
ing of the guard at Buckingham Palace (see Chapter 10), and even
tour the royal pad, assuming Her Majesty Elizabeth Il isn’t at home.

v Versailles (Beyond Paris): You can ride the RER train from downtown
Paris to the palace to end all palaces, Versailles (see Chapter 13),
where Louis XIV held court, Marie Antoinette kept dangerously out
of touch with her subjects (who were brewing revolution back in
Paris), and the Treaty of Versailles was signed, ending World War 1.

v Neuschwanstein (Beyond Munich): Tourists aren’t the only ones
looking to recapture a romantic, idealized past. Mad King Ludwig Il
of Bavaria was so enamored by his country’s fairy-tale image that he
decided to build Neuschwanstein (see Chapter 15) in the foothills
of the Alps south of Munich. This fanciful 19th-century version of
what Ludwig thought a medieval castle should look like is a festival
of turrets and snapping banners that later inspired Uncle Walt’s
Cinderella castle in Disney World.

v~ Sagrada Famiglia (Barcelona): Lest you think the architectural
innovations are all relics of the past, head to Barcelona, where one
of the early 20th centuries’ greatest architects, Antoni Gaudi, used
his own unique riff on Art Nouveau to design everything from
apartment blocks to a cathedral-size church, Sagrada Famiglia
(see Chapter 23), still under construction.



Chapter 2

Deciding Where and
When to Go

In This Chapter

Deciding on the best season to travel
Participating in Europe’s many festivals and feasts
Sightseeing survival tips

Tﬁs chapter takes you through the pros and cons of traveling to
Europe at different times of the year. You also find a rundown of the
most popular festivals, as well as some strategies for staving off sight-
seeing sensory overload.

Going Everywhere You Want to Be

Europe is huge, and rich with possible destinations. Narrowing my cov-
erage was tough, but a guidebook only contains so much room and you
only have so much time in your vacation schedule. Keeping that in mind,
I present the 15 must-see cities and the best of all possible side trips to
give you a true, wide-ranging flavor of all that Europe has to offer.

The splendors of the British Isles

The best place to start is London (see Chapter 10), capital of the old
British Empire. From the medieval Tower of London, where Henry VIII's
wives lost their heads, to the neo-Gothic halls of Westminster, where you
can watch Parliament in heated debate, London offers a wealth of sight-
seeing possibilities.

It vies with New York as the hotbed of English-language theater, and its
museums cover everything from Old Masters (National Gallery) and dec-
orative arts (the Victoria & Albert Museum) to naval history (Greenwich'’s
Maritime Museum) and World War II (the War Cabinet Rooms). The city
contains the pomp and circumstance of the royal family and the bump
and grind of the trendiest nightclubs. You can dine on everything from
pub grub to Indian fare to modern British fusion cuisine.
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Easy daytrips from London include the Georgian splendors and Roman
ruins of Bath, the mysterious prehistoric stone circles of Stonehenge
and Avebury, the Gothic cathedral of Salisbury, and the sine qua non
of world academia, the hallowed halls of Oxford University.

Edinburgh (see Chapter 11), the capital of Scotland, is a vibrant univer-
sity town whose old city is presided over by one of the best glowering
castles in Europe, and whose Georgian new city is a genteel grid of streets
for shopping and finding cheap town-house accommodations. You can
haunt the pubs once frequented by local son Robert Louis Stevenson,
find out about Scottish Impressionism at the National Gallery, and stroll
the Royal Mile in search of tartan scarves and memorable sights (from
the hokey whisky tour to the royal Holyrood Palace).

You can also day-trip to Inverness and search for the Loch Ness Monster
from the ruins of Urquart Castle, or head down to happening Glasgow,
an industrial city revitalizing itself as a cultural center.

Although a visit to the Irish capital of Dublin (see Chapter 12) has its
charms, such as admiring the Book of Kells at Trinity College, exploring
Celtic history at the Archaeological Museum, following in the footsteps
of James Joyce and other Irish scribes, and pub crawling through Temple
Bar, the best way to enjoy Ireland is to rent a car and drive through the
Irish countryside.

To that end, I offer plenty of coverage of the passage tombs at Newgrange,
the Celtic crosses and windswept heaths of the Wicklow Mountains and
Glandalough, and the fishing villages and ancient sites of the Ring of
Kerry and Dingle Peninsula.

The heart of the Continent

Many people consider Paris (see Chapter 13) the capital of European
sightseeing. From the masterpieces in the Louvre and the Impressionists
collection of the Musée d’Orsay to climbing the Eiffel Tower, cruising the
Seine, or simply whiling the day away at a cafe in the St-Germain-de-Pres
or Marais neighborhoods, Paris has enough to keep you busy for a life-
time. And I haven’t even mentioned the bistros and brasseries, where
you can sample everything from the finest 5-star cuisine in town to
cheap fixed-price menus.

But do take the time to day-trip from Paris to over-the-top Versailles,
one of the greatest royal residences in Europe, or to Chartres, one of the
world’s great Gothic cathedrals and a holy spot since ancient Druid days.

Amsterdam (see Chapter 14) is as famed for its examples of Dutch toler-
ance (from the libidinous — the red-light district and “smoking” cafes —
to the serious — the Dutch house that hid Anne Frank and her family
during the Nazi occupation) as it is for its canals lined by genteel 17th-
century town houses and artistic giants such as Rembrandt and van
Gogh. And don’t forget the Indonesian feasts in the Leidesplein district,
rib-sticking dinner pancakes, and local brews Heineken, Amstel, and gin.
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Nearby, you can sample a less hectic Dutch way of life in the smaller city
of Haarlem or tour tulip gardens, windmills, and re-created villages in the
countryside. You can also ride bikes for free in Hoge Veluwe National
Park with its Kroller-Miiller Museum dedicated to van Gogh and other
modern-era artists.

The pulsing heart of life-loving, beer-happy Bavaria is Munich (see Chap-
ter 15), an industrial powerhouse packed with a bevy of fine museums and
two outstanding baroque palaces — and host to the biggest fraternity
party in the world, the annual September Oktoberfest. You can munch
on bratwurst and pretzels in beer halls and stroll the old center and
expansive Englisher Garten city park.

Half the fun of Munich is traveling out of town to visit Neuschwanstein,
the ornate fairy-tale castle of Mad King Ludwig. The darker side of history
is here, too, of course. Just outside Munich, the town where the Nazi Party
got its start, you can tour the sobering concentration camp of Dachau.

Over the Alps in Austria (see Chapter 16), you can sip from the cup that
was the Austro-Hungarian Empire in Vienna, a city that retains its refined
19th-century air such as no other in Europe. Steep yourself in this her-
itage by climbing the cathedral towers, sipping coffee at a famous cafe,
taking in the masterpieces of the Kunsthistoriches Museum, or waiting
in line for standing-room tickets ($3) at the renowned State Opera house.
Another popular Austrian destination is Innsbruck, a great little town
tucked away in the heart of the Austrian Alps.

After a quick visit to the Swiss capital of Bern (see Chapter 17) to admire
hometown boy Paul Klee’s masterpieces, see where Einstein came up
with E=mc?, feed the town mascots at the Bear Pits, and float down the
river with the locals, you can delve into the heart of the Swiss Alps,

the Bernese Oberland region around the towering Jungfrau peak. Here,
small resort towns and Alpine villages cling to the lips of the mighty
Lauterbrunnen and Grindlewald Valleys, surrounded by glaciers and
ribbon-thin waterfalls accessible by miles of hiking and skiing trails,
scenic cog railway runs, and gravity-defying cable cars.

Finally, take a foray into Eastern Europe to see how the medieval and
baroque masterpiece city of Prague (see Chapter 18) has come roaring
out from behind the defunct Iron Curtain to become one of Europe’s
greatest destinations. This dreamy city of fairy-tale spires, castles, and
churches is one of the world’s top centers for sampling beer and classi-
cal music. You find a plethora of cheap concerts every night and in
every venue imaginable — from symphonies playing in grand halls to
street trios improvising under an acoustically sound medieval bridge
abutment.

The charms of the Mediterranean

Rome (see Chapter 19) has both ancient sites and over 900 churches,
from massive St. Peter’s Cathedral to tiny medieval chapels. The city’s
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dozens of museums house everything from ancient Roman statues,
frescoes, and mosaics to Renaissance masterpieces. You can also see
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling. The cityscape itself is a joy to
wander, a tangle of medieval streets and Renaissance-era boulevards
punctuated by public squares (like Piazza Navona and Piazza del Popolo)
sporting baroque fountains (such as famed Trevi Fountain) and Egyptian
obelisks.

You can also day-trip to Tivoli (home to the ruins of Hadrian’s villa and
some palatial gardens) or Ostia Antica, the ancient port of Rome.

Florence (see Chapter 20) is the birthplace of the Renaissance, with
more world-class museums and frescoed churches than you can shake
a Michelangelo at. Here you find his David, Botticelli’s Birth of Venus,
Leonardo’s Annunciation, and other artistic icons. Florence is also a
great place to chow down on succulent steaks, sample fine Italian wines,
and wander Dante’s old neighborhood.

Florence is the capital of Tuscany, one of Europe’s most (deservedly)
popular regions. Here the tower of Pisa leans, wineries squash grapes into
Brunellos or Chiantis, and hill towns such as Siena and San Gimignano
still bring the Middle Ages to life with their tall stone towers, friendly
atmospheres, and beautifully decorated churches.

Venice (see Chapter 21) floats like a dream city on its lagoon, with
ornate palaces and tiny footbridges springing over a network of canals.
The only modes of transportation here are boats and your own two legs.
The interior of St. Mark’s Cathedral glitters with more mosaics than you
would think possible, and the works of great Venetian artists, such as
Titian, Tintoretto, and Veronese, cover the walls of both the Accademia
Gallery and Doge’s Palace.

After feasting on Venice’s seafood delicacies, take the public ferry to
explore the outlying islands of Murano (where Venetian glassblowing
was invented), Burano (a colorful fishing village), and Torcello (a deso-
late, undeveloped island hiding another gorgeously mosaicked church).
And don’t forget to set aside a day on the Veneto mainland to see the
Giotto frescoes in Padova (Padua).

The Spanish capital of Madrid (see Chapter 22) also grabs you with its
museums, from the masterworks in the Museo del Prado to Picasso’s
Guernica in the Reina Sofia. Tour the Royal Palace, take in a professional
bullfight, or move from bar to bar sampling appetizer-size tapas before
indulging in a hearty 10 p.m. dinner and resting up to party in the clubs
until dawn.

If you still have the energy, take a few days to explore the medieval capi-
tal of Toledo, the kingly monastery at El Escorial (both boasting many
El Greco paintings), and the impressive Roman aqueduct and Gothic
cathedral of Segovia.
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Barcelona (see Chapter 23), the capital of Spain’s Catalonia region, boasts
a great Gothic quarter to explore (Barri Gotic), Las Ramblas (one of
Europe’s most fun pedestrian promenades), and the work of local early
20th-century greats. You find the work of Picasso, Joan Mir6, and espe-
cially Antoni Gaudi, whose modernismo take on Art Nouveau architecture
pops up in everything from town houses to a city park to the only great
European cathedral still (slowly) being built, his Sagrada Famiglia.

Last, but certainly not least, head off to the heart of the Mediterranean,
the ancient Greek capital of Athens (see Chapter 24), a sprawling modern
city with the ruins of the 2,500-year-old Parthenon looming over it from
atop the Acropolis Hill. Packed around the inexpensive tavernas and
bargain-friendly shops lie more crumbling reminders of the Greek Golden
Age such as Temple of the Olympian Zeus and Temple of the Winds. The
city’s archaeological museums highlight not only Classical Age remains
but also statues from the Cycladic era and earlier ages, when ancient
Egypt was the arbiter of artistic taste.

The side trips from Athens are phenomenal. Visit the romantic ruins of
Delphi, where the ancient world’s premier oracles advised kings and
commoners alike. Or take off for the island of Santorini, a haven for
sun-worshippers, with its beaches, white wine, summer nightlife, and
Minoan and Mycenaean ruins.

The Secret of the Seasons

Europe brings few seasonal surprises, for the most part, with the
weather being similar to that of the Northeastern United States —
although you may run into a warm, breezy day in December in Sicily,
or a cold snap in summer in Scotland.

Europe tends to be slightly wetter than the United States (not including
the Pacific Northwest) in autumn, winter, and spring; and drier (not
including Arizona and New Mexico) in summer. Rain seems to fall an awful
lot in England, and the peaks of the Alps never entirely lose their snow.

Be prepared for all varieties of weather by packing clothes that you can
layer, long underwear, a folding pocket umbrella, and lightweight clothes
for warmer days.

Spring is great because . . .

v During this shoulder season (in between low and high seasons), the
weather tends to be pleasantly mild, but unpredictable. Tempera-
tures may still be cool enough for skiing in the Alps but already
warm enough for a dip in the Mediterranean. As at home, spring
can be notoriously fickle, though; be prepared for rain, cold spells,
sudden heat waves . . . and/or perfect weather.
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v Airlines usually offer more-reasonable rates than in summer.
v Europe is neither too crowded nor too solitary.

v Tulips bloom in Holland and elsewhere.
S VP

f But keep in mind . . .

v~ Shoulder season is becoming ever more popular (read: crowded) as
frequent travelers tire of the summer hordes and take advantage of
airlines’ reduced rates.

v The off-season often runs October to Easter, so in early spring,
many things may still be closed — from hotels to some sights to
rural tourism destinations such as vineyards or farms.

Summer is great because . . .

v~ All the services that cater to tourists open their welcoming arms —
this is the height of the tourist season, with the exception of ski
resorts. Early summer is the most popular time to visit Europe,
especially June and July.

v Colorful folk festivals, open-air music, and theatrical performances

abound in early summer.
S P

= But keep in mind . . .

v In summertime, Europe can feel like one giant bus tour. In fact, the
crowds are the season’s biggest drawback.

v The prices are the highest of the year — especially for airfares and
hotels, which book quickly.

v Popular museums have long lines. You may have to wait for hours
to get inside at peak times.

v The temperatures really heat up across Europe in August, espe-
cially during the second half of the month. Europeans go to the
beaches, leaving the sweaty cities to the tourists.

v In the southern climates, the heat can be unbearable all summer
long.

Fall is great because . . .

v The bulk of the tourists have left.
v Crops ripen, and wine and harvest festivals celebrate the season.

v As in spring, the fall shoulder season brings reasonable rates on
airlines and some hotel bargains.

v The opera and concert seasons for Europe’s best companies and
grand performance halls tend to begin in mid- to late fall.
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But keep in mind . . .

v The weather can turn on you suddenly, with lots of drizzle, and the
occasional downright wintery cold snap.

v Some tourist facilities — hotels, restaurants, and some sights —
close for the season in October and November.

v Crowds are beginning to increase at this time of year as visitors try
to escape the masses of summer.

Winter is great because. ..

v During low season (from mid- or late November through Easter,
excluding Christmas week), hotel and travel expenses drop and
you often have entire churches, museums, or even small towns
to yourself.

v Christmas in Paris — or Rome, or Madrid, or Venice — can be beau-
tiful and an experience to remember.

+* You haven't really skied until you've been to the Swiss Alps and gone
downhill for more than an hour without ever having to catch a lift.

» You may not want to spend your vacation bundled up, shielding
yourself from the cold.

v Tourism destinations tend to freshen up during this period of
calm. Museums review and reorganize their exhibits. Churches
and monuments undergo restorations or cleanings. And local trans-
portation, tourist offices, and shops shorten their hours, while
some restaurants and hotels close for a week or even a month.

v Some of the most popular destinations, such as islands, smaller
tourism-based cities, and spas, close up almost entirely.

Europe’s Calendar of Events

A great way to tour is to plan an entire vacation around a single large fes-
tival. Even though the traditional sights of a particular location may be
closed, especially in smaller towns, just attending a festival can be a
great vacation. You can witness a slice of European life most tourists
never get to see. Celebrate the festival with the locals, take tons of pic-
tures, and make some unforgettable memories.

Book your accommodations as soon as possible if your plans include
traveling to a location where a major festival or other cultural event is
taking place. Attendees snatch up accommodations quickly at festival
time, sometimes months in advance. For big festivals in smaller places,
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such as the Palio in Siena, Italy, all the hotels within the town walls may
be sold out over a year beforehand. If necessary, book a room in a neigh-
boring town.

What follows is a subjective list of the top ten festivals in Europe. Country
guidebooks, such as Frommer’s (Wiley), list many, many more festivals.
For specific dates or more information, contact the local tourist offices
(see the “Fast Facts” sections of Chapters 10 through 24 for listings) or
visit the event Web site (if one is listed).

v~ Carnevale, Venice, Italy (and just about everywhere else): Carnevale
is a feast of food and wine and a raucous celebration of spring —
a true pagan holdover grafted onto the week preceding Christian
Lent. Carnevale turns the world upside down: The lowly hobnob
with the elite, and everyone has a roaring good time. The whole
Christian world celebrates Carnevale (called “Carnival” in Rio and
“Mardi Gras” in New Orleans). The most famous celebration in
Europe, however, is Venice’s Carnevale (www.venice-carnival.
com), a series of elegant-yet-drunken masked balls reminiscent of
Casanova’s 18th century. But you find eventful celebrations through-
out Europe. You can see chariot parades and a wild bacchanal in
the Greek city of Patras; the solemn burial of a sardine in Madrid,
Spain; satiric political floats in the port of Livorno, Italy; and flower
battles and bonfires in Nice, France. Carnevale starts a week or two
before Ash Wednesday (usually in late February) and culminates on
the final Tuesday, called “Fat Tuesday” (Mardi Gras in French). Fat
Tuesday immediately precedes the sober period of Lent.

v Shakespeare season, Stratford-upon-Avon, England: Fans of great
theater relish this experience. The Royal Shakespeare Company
(www.rsc.org.uk) performs its season here, where Shakespeare
was born and where he also retired. You can purchase tickets in
advance on its Web site. The season runs from February through
October.

v Easter, throughout Europe: In London, you can see multicolored
floats parade around Battersea Park. You can hear hooded proces-
sioners sing love songs to the Virgin Mary in Seville, Spain. In
Florence, you can watch an ox-drawn cart stuffed with fireworks
explode in front of the cathedral. Celebrations vary widely between
Good Friday and Easter Monday; Easter falls approximately in late
March or early April.

v~ Palio, Siena, Italy: One of the highlights of the Italian summer is this
breakneck, bareback, anything-goes horse race around the sloping,
dirt-covered main piazza of medieval Siena. Even a horse that’s
thrown its rider (not uncommon) can take the prize, and whips are
used as much on the other riders as on the horses. The parties held
before and after the horse race are street feasts to behold, no matter
who wins. The horse race occurs twice each summer, July 2 and
August 16.
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+* Running of the Bulls (www.sanfermin.com), Pamplona, Spain:

One of the more dangerous festivals you can see is this one, where
couragous fools dress in white with red kerchiefs and run while
enraged bulls chase them through the narrow streets of Pamplona.
The wild chase ends when the bulls chase the last runners into the
harbor, after forcing most of them to jump the fences for safety.
After that, all involved drink much wine, set off fireworks, and, of
course, attend the many bullfights. You can experience the event
vicariously by reading Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises, or see it
yourself from July 6 to 14.

v~ Bastille Day, Paris, France: France celebrates its nation’s birthday

with street fairs, parades, feasts, and pageants, starting with a pro-
cession along the Champs-Elysées and ending with fireworks over
Montmartre. Bastille Day is July 14.

v Edinburgh International Festival and Fringe Festival, Edinburgh,

Scotland: One of Europe’s premier cultural extravaganzas, the festi-
val features the art, dance, film, plays, and music of some of the
world’s top creative talents and performers. The traditional bag-
pipes-and-kilt Military Tattoo at the castle is the festival’s highlight.
The Edinburgh International Festival (www.eif.co.uk) takes place
over three weeks in August and early September. The August Fringe
Festival (www.edfringe.com) started off as a small, experimental
offshoot to the main festival, but over the past decade it has
exploded in popularity (and ticket sales, topping 1 million in 2003)
and now boasts more than 1,500 shows and events — compare that
to the 111 offered as part of the official Edinburgh Festival in 2004.
Either way, August is a fantastic time to be in Edinburgh.

v Bloemencorso, Amsterdam, the Netherlands: This major flower

festival takes place in a country obsessed with blooms. The event
begins with a colorful parade of floral floats in the nearby flower
market town of Aalmeer and ends in Amsterdam on the Dam Square.
And get this — tulips are not included. The festival (T 029-793-9393)
takes place on the first Saturday in September.

»* Oktoberfest, Munich, Germany: Welcome to the world’s biggest keg

party! This festival attracts tens of thousands of people who listen
to brass bands oompah, watch as a whole ox roasts on a spit, and
sit under giant tents drinking liter-size mugs of beer. (I'm told that
5 million liters of beer are consumed here nearly every year.)
Oktoberfest (www.oktoberfest.de) actually begins in mid-
September. The first weekend in October is the final flourish.

v Christmas, throughout Europe: You can enjoy the Christmas fun

and festivities anywhere in Europe from a few weeks before the hol-
iday until January 6 (the Epiphany). Christmas is not completely
commercialized in Europe, luckily. Look carefully and you can see
creches (Nativity scenes) in public squares and church chapels across
the Continent. Some of these créches are live, some ultratraditional,
and others postmodern. [ love the ones in Naples, where the holy
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manger seems an insignificant detail in a very Italian Bethlehem,
complete with pizza parlors. On Christmas Eve, you can go to
Oberndorf, north of Salzburg, Austria, to sing Silent Night in the
town where the song was written. Or you can receive a blessing
from the Pope on Christmas Day when he leans out his window in
Rome at noon to give a mass blessing broadcast around the world.

Tips for Successful Trip Planning

R\\J ;

When planning your trip — both the whole trip and the daily schedule —
make sure to leave room for downtime, changing plans, and spontaneity:

v Make time for relaxation. For every 10 to 15 days of rigorous sight-
seeing, plan at least 2 days for doing little or nothing.

1 Mentally prepare yourself for those inevitable changes in your
plans. You never know when circumstances will cause you to miss
a train, for example. Try to rethink your unlucky situation in order
to make the most of your new circumstances.

v~ Be spontaneous. Take advantage of unexpected opportunities,
such as daytrips or festivals, and don’t be scared to spend more
or less time in a place after you get to know it.

Often, travelers who return to Europe for the second or third visit dis-
cover that they can see many sights outside of the major cities by rent-
ing cars and staying in villas. They can go hill-town-hopping and explore
one tiny corner of Europe at a time, enabling them to travel at a leisurely
pace away from the crowds and pressures of the big cities. But on your
first visit, you may want to visit as many major cities and sights as possi-
ble, and nothing is wrong with that.

The whirlwind tour is still the best way to sample all of Europe’s offer-
ings during your first trip. You can get the “required” sights out of the
way, so when you come back (and you will return), you can concentrate
on lesser-known attractions or explore an area in depth.

Seeing it all without going nuts

The idea of planning a large-scale trip can seem overwhelming — so
much history and culture, so little time! Here are six ways to maximize
your time and still see as much as possible:

v Don’t duplicate types of sights. You know that many sights in
Europe are unique and worth seeing in their own right. But let’s
face it: Visit some royal palaces or famous Gothic cathedrals, and
they all start to look the same. Pick one or two examples of each
and move on.
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1~ Stay centrally located. Use your limited time to see as much of

Europe as you can, rather than taking days to travel to a peripheral
corner, especially on your first trip. Think about skipping some of
the more geographically remote countries, such as Scandinavia,
Portugal, Spain, and especially Greece, because — unless you take
advantage of no-frills airlines — traveling to them takes forever. See
Parts IIl through V to help you choose destinations that keep this
idea in mind.

v Select side trips prudently. [ highly recommend daytrips because

they ordinarily add variety. But pick your excursions wisely, and
make sure these trips don’t take time away from the major city
you're visiting. If you're in Florence for just one day, don’t plan to
see Pisa, because you’ll end up seeing neither. Reserve a full day
to see any destination that’s more than a city-bus ride away.

v Go your separate ways. If you plan six days in London to accom-

modate the sightseeing wishes of each member of the family, you're
wasting time unnecessarily. You don’t have to tour Europe as Siamese
triplets. Your partner can spend a few more hours in the British
Museum and your kids can take a tour out to Windsor Castle while
you check out Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. That way you all spend
a single afternoon doing what otherwise would have taken one and
a half days.

+* Practice extreme time-saving techniques. No matter how pretty

the countryside en route is, you can save a lot of precious vacation
time by taking night trains between major cities so as not to use a
whole day just getting from Point A to Point B, even though this
may not be the most comfortable way to spend the night. Because
you arrive at your destination so early, this strategy also allows you
to visit a museum before the crowds arrive; you can always take a
siesta later.

+ Know that you’ll probably come back. Assume it. Europe still has

a lot left to see, no matter how much you pack in. Europe will wait
for you.

Staqu sane on the museum trai [

Europe has generated quite an output of history and art over the past
millennium, and you may feel like you've seen it all by the time your
vacation is over. These hints can help you get the most out of your visits
to the great museums without overloading your brain:

+ Plan to go to big museums twice. Spread the visit over several

days, if you have the time and inclination, because some museums
are just too big to get through in one day. Consider this strategy for
the Louvre, Museo del Prado, Vatican Museums, British Museum,
Uffizi, and the National Gallery (London).



28 Part I: Introducing Europe

v~ Split up. Nothing is as subjective as taste in art. You and your com-
panions don’t have to stick together in museums and spend all
your time looking at the same paintings. You can each go through
at your own pace and peruse your own pleasures if you part ways
at the front door and set a time to meet. This strategy also gives
you and your companions some time apart. (Even the closest of
friends and family can get on each other’s nerves.)

v Try out the audio tour. Audio tours in museums have become
quite sophisticated. You no longer have to deal with those barely
understandable cassette audio guides that make everyone go in a
big group from one masterpiece to the next. Now, most audio tours
are digital, and you go at your own pace. The exhibited works have
numbers next to them, which you just punch into the wand’s keypad.
It then gives you the facts and background of the work, artist, era,
and so on. You can just press Stop when you want to and continue
on to the next painting. That way, you get the lowdown on just the
works that intrigue you.

+ Do the guided-tour thing. Most museum tours are led by certified
experts who explain the background and significance of the most
important works and can answer all your questions.

v Do your homework. When you've informed yourself as to what
you're looking at, the art can be much more engaging and interest-
ing. Whether you skim your guidebook for the information or take a
class in art history before your trip, a little brushing up on European
artists and movements can enrich any museum-going experience.

v Create your own story. Look for humorous details the artist
included, and try imagining dialogue next to the figures on the
canvas. Any large canvas of a courtly scene or a banquet usually
features details like two servants getting frisky with each other in
the background, or a monkey and dog eyeing each other warily
under the table. Most people get a little punchy after too many
hours spent soberly contemplating creative genius. Feel free to
make up stories to go with the scenes.

v Keep the museum hours in mind. In the later hours, museums
empty out, especially the big museums that may stay open until
7 or 8 p.m. In summer, some museums may stay open as late as
10 p.m. or even midnight. If you're a fan of museum books and
postcards and plan to stay until closing, check to see when the gift
shop closes. Gift shops often close 30 minutes before the museum
itself closes.

v Spend your time on the masterpieces. Even a moderate-size
museum can overwhelm you if you don’t pace yourself. Don’t feel
obligated to see it all. Many museums include a list of the master-
pieces on their floor plans, and you can skip whole wings that you
don’t feel like going through.
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Dealing with cultural overload

The French writer Stendhal, while visiting Florence, was so overwhelmed
by the aesthetic beauty of the Renaissance — and so exhausted by trying
to see absolutely everything — that he collapsed. Stendhal’s case is an
extreme one, perhaps, but he’s not the last one to break down from too
much Europe.

Even if you don’t faint in the piazza, after a few days or weeks of full-
steam-ahead sightseeing, you may become irritable and tired, catch a
cold, or just stop caring whether you see another Giotto fresco in that
church. When the idea of visiting the Louvre makes you merely groan
and want to take a nap, it’s time to recharge your mental batteries.

Check out these hints for remedying traveler’s burnout:

v Just because something is famous, don’t feel obligated to do or
see it. If you're going to wear yourself out, do it on the stuff you
like. Feel free to skip what doesn’t interest you and go see what
really floats your boat.

1 Pace yourself. Go a little bit at a time in soaking up the variety of
Europe’s cultural offerings. Schedule rest periods. I say again what
is worth repeating: Leave room to picnic, to breathe, and to stop
and smell the cappuccino. Do not pack too much into either your
trip itinerary or your daily sightseeing agenda.

v+ Put variety into your sightseeing. Visit a church, ruin, or park, or
relax in a cafe in between sights. Don’t hit one big museum after
another. Give other areas of your brain a workout for a while. Your
whole trip doesn’t then blur into one large, colorful mirage of Gothic
cathedrals and old masters from which your memory can’t distin-
guish where Prague left off and Paris began.

» Do the siesta thing. In Mediterranean countries, almost all busi-
nesses are closed in the early afternoon anyway, so why not do as
the Europeans do: Take a nap! A nap in the middle of the day can
do you a world of good, both physically and mentally. You can take
a riposo along with the Italians, and you’ll not only appreciate the
culture more, but also be able to finish the sightseeing in Florence
that Stendhal started.

v Take a break when the sightseeing starts getting to you. Whatever
it takes to bring your cultural appreciation back from the brink, do
it. Take a day to get off the beaten path. Go shopping. Go to a soccer
match. But stop trying to rack up sightseeing points. Sit down and
write postcards. Chances are you'll get psyched to get back on the
sightseeing wagon after describing to your friends back home the
once-in-a-lifetime experiences you’ve had.
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How to Schedule Vour Time

Table 2-1 gives you an idea of the minimum amount of time that’s needed
to “see” Europe’s major cities. This schedule allows time to settle in, visit
the major sights, get a taste for the place, and maybe go on one daytrip.

Table 2-1 How Much Time to Spend in Each City
City Amount of Time

Amsterdam 2to 3 days

Athens 1to 2 days

Barcelona 2to 3 days

Bern/Alps 1to 3 days

Dublin 110 2 days

Edinburgh 110 2 days

Florence 2to 3 days

London 3to4days

Madrid 2to 3 days

Munich 1to 2 days

Paris 3to 4 days

Prague 2to 3 days

Rome 3to 4 days

Venice 2to 3 days

Vienna 1to 3days

<« Remember to add on at least one extra day for each overnight side trip

you want to take. Also, try to stay longer in some of the major cities,
such as London, Paris, or Rome — you won’t run out of things to do.



Chapter 3

Presenting Five
Great Itineraries

In This Chapter

Seeing the best of Europe in two weeks

Experiencing Europe on the three-week Grand Tour
Discovering the best art and architecture in two weeks
Spending a romantic week with your lover

Bringing the kids for a week of fun for ages 5 to 105

Before you start gathering information on specific destinations or
looking for airfares, you need to hammer out the skeleton of your
trip: your very own European itinerary. Choosing all the places you want
to visit is the easy part. Figuring out which of them you have time to see
takes some work. To ease the burden, [ present five possible itineraries
in this chapter.

Most of these tours fit into a one- or two-week timeframe, because most
Americans get just one or two precious weeks of vacation. I also include
a three-week whirlwind extravaganza in case you can carve out that
extra bit of time.

These itineraries include two extra “freebie” days that the weekends snag
for you when planning a vacation. Most flights from the United States to
Europe leave in the evening, so if you can get off work a little early on
Friday to get to your closest gateway city, you get all day Saturday in
Europe as well. And forget about taking a day to rest when you get home
before going back to the office — life’s too short; don’t bother coming
home until the last Sunday. All of a sudden, your “week” is nine days long!
Sure, you’ll be exhausted at work on Monday, but will you have stories!

Keep in mind that open hours vary from season to season. Because
summer is the most popular travel time, | arrange these itineraries
assuming summer schedules. You may have to tweak them if you're visit-
ing in the off-season or if one of the days you happen to be in town falls
on a Monday, a Sunday, or another day when some sights may be closed.
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Occasionally, I include specific train times and schedules, but remember
that this is just to get you thinking about how early to catch a train. Rail
timetables can and will change regularly, so always check the train times
listed here against more-current schedules (Chapter 6 shows you how to
do just that).

The Everything-but-the-Kitchen-
Sink-in-Two-Weeks Tour

If you're determined to see as much as you can on your trip, here’s the
way to do it. But rest up first — you’ll be on the go nonstop.

Take an overnight plane that lands early in London (see Chapter 10).
Spend Days 1 through 4 as outlined in Chapter 10 — taking the extra,
fourth day to side-trip out to whichever most intrigues you: Oxford,
Bath, or Stonehenge. This itinerary gets in all the greatest sights and
experiences of London, from the National Gallery and British Museum to
the Tower of London and Westminster Abbey; from shopping at Harrods
and peeking at a session of Parliament to joining a London Walks tour
and taking in a Shakespearean play at the Globe.

On Day 5, take the earliest Eurostar train through the Channel Tunnel to
Paris (see Chapter 13). Get settled in your hotel, have lunch, and head
to the Rodin Museum. Then, leave the sightseeing until tomorrow and
instead spend the late afternoon in a classic French cafe followed by a
sunset cruise on the Seine.

Spend Days 6 through 8 as outlined in Chapter 13 (the “If you have three
days” suggested itinerary), marveling at Notre-Dame and Sainte-Chapelle,
indulging yourself with the art treasures of the Louvre and Musée d’Orsay,
and climbing the Eiffel Tower.

Leave plenty of strolling time: through the genteel Marais, along the
banks of the Seine River, and around the bohemian-turned-touristy

(but still fun) Montmartre. Day-trip to the extravagant Versailles, the
palace to end all palaces. Treat yourself to at least one first-class dinner
to celebrate your arrival in one of the world capitals of cuisine.

On the morning of Day 8, be sure to get up early and head to the Gare de
Lyon train station to leave your bags and reserve a couchette for that
night’s train to Venice, leaving around 7 or 8 p.m.

When you arrive in Venice (see Chapter 21) on Day 9, check out the next
morning’s schedule for trains on to Florence and leave your bag in the
lockers; you can live out of your daypack for one day by stuffing in it a
fresh set of underclothes and your toothbrush.
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Then dive (well, not literally) into the city of canals. Cruise the Grand
Canal on the vaporetto (public ferry) to one of Europe’s prettiest squares,
Piazza San Marco. Tour the glittering mosaic-filled St. Mark’s cathedral
and ride the elevator to the bell tower for sweeping views across the city
and its canals.

Take the Secret Itineraries tour of the Doge’s Palace (described in Chap-
ter 21) at 10:30 a.m. for a behind-the-scenes look at Venetian history and
intrigue. Have a snack on your way to check into your hotel in the early
afternoon, and then see the masterpieces of the Accademia in the mid-
afternoon. Take a gondola ride before dinner and wander the quiet,
romantic streets after your meal. Try to get to bed at a reasonable hour
because you’ll have to get up early.

On the morning of Day 10, head to the train station at least 90 minutes
before your train (this gives the slow public ferry time to get there).
Retrieve your bag, and take the first morning train you can to Florence
(see Chapter 20), and drop your bags at your hotel.

Have a lunch on the go so you don’t waste time that’s better spent seeing
the Duomo (cathedral), climbing its ingenious and noble dome to get a
city panorama, and marveling at the mosaics inside the adjacent baptis-
tery. By 3 p.m., start heading a few blocks down to the world’s premier
museum of the Renaissance, the Uffizi Galleries. Have a Tuscan feast at Il
Latini before bed.

Be in line at the Accademia on Day 11 when it opens so you can see
Michelangelo’s David before the crowds arrive. If you don’t linger too
long, you’ll have time to swing by Santa Maria Novella church before
lunch for a look at its Renaissance frescoes (a young apprentice named
Michelangelo helped out on the Ghirlandaio fresco cycle).

After lunch, while the city is shut down for the midday riposo (nap),
make your way over to the Giotto frescoes in Santa Croce church,
Florence’s version of Westminster Abbey and the final resting place of
Michelangelo, Galileo, and Machiavelli. On your way back to the heart
of town, stop by Vivoli for their excellent gelato (ice cream).

Cross the jewelry shop-lined medieval bridge called Ponte Vecchio to
get to Oltrarno, the artisan’s quarter, and the Medicis’ grand Pitti Palace,
whose painting galleries will keep you occupied until closing time at

7 p.m. Oltrarno is full of good, homey restaurants where you can kick
back, toast your 36 hours in Florence, and vow a return.

Get up extra early on Day 12 to catch the 7:30 a.m. train to Rome

(see Chapter 19), which pulls in around 9:15 a.m. Spend Days 12
through 14 as outlined in Chapter 20 in the “If you have three days”
section. See the glories of ancient Rome at the Forum, Colosseum, and
Pantheon, and the riches of the capital of Christendom at St. Peter’s
and the Vatican Museums.
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Rome’s world-class museums include both the well known — Capitoline
Museums, Galleria Borghese (which you should book before you leave
home), Galleria Doria Pamphilij — and the relatively new, such as Palazzo
Altemps and Palazzo Massimo alle Terme.

Spend Day 15, your last full day in Europe, outside the big city at Tivoli,
a nearby hill town full of palaces, gardens, and the ruins of Emperor
Hadrian’s eclectic villa. Return to Rome in time for dinner and then make
your way to the famous Trevi Fountain. It’s tradition to toss a few coins
in the water to ensure that one day you'll return to the Eternal City.

Most flights from Rome back to the United States leave either in the
morning or early afternoon. Either way, Day 16’s a wash; spend the
morning getting to the airport and the day in the air.

The Three-Week Grand Tour of Europe

Slightly less intense than the two-week tour outlined in the previous sec-
tion, this itinerary allows a little leisure time to get out and enjoy the
countryside, with a few scenic drives and mountain hikes thrown in for
good measure.

Days 1 through 4 are the same as those in the Everything-but-the-Kitchen-
Sink-in-Two-Weeks trip described in the previous section — you start in
London (Chapter 10).

On the morning of Day 5, take an early no-frills flight to Amsterdam

(see Chapter 14). EasylJet (www.easyjet.com) usually offers cheap fares.
After you settle in, spend Days 5 and 6 as described in Chapter 14 in the
“If you have two days” section — relaxing with a canal cruise, ogling all
those skinny, gabled 17th-century town houses.

Continue with that two-day itinerary, enjoying the masterpieces in the
Rijksmuseum and van Gogh Museum, a Dutch-style tool around town on
two wheels, titillation in the red-light district, an Indonesian feast in the
hopping Leidseplein neighborhood, and a sobering tour of the Anne
Frank House. Dine early on the evening of Day 6, because you need to
grab the overnight train to Munich, which leaves around 7:30 p.m.

First thing to do when you arrive in Munich (see Chapter 15) is pause at
the train station to book an overnight couchette to Venice for the next
evening. Spend Days 7 and 8 in Munich as recommended in Chapter 16.
For the evening of Day 8, know that the overnight train to Venice leaves
very late (around 11:30 p.m.), so after a rib-sticking dinner, bide your
remaining time in Munich in true Bavarian style at the Augustinerkeller
beer hall, five long blocks past the train station.

When you get to Venice (see Chapter 21), check into your hotel, and
then head to the center of town. Spend Day 9 as described as Day 1
under “If you have two days” in Chapter 21, drinking in the three big
sights: St. Mark’s Cathedral, the Doge’s Palace, and the Accademia Gallery.
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Spend Day 10 visiting the outlying islands of the Venetian lagoon with
their glass- and lace-making traditions, fishing villages, and glittering
church mosaics.

Then, for Day 11, flip-flop the second day described in Chapter 21’s

“If you have two days” itinerary — spend the morning in the museums
such as the Peggy Guggenheim and Ca’ Rezzonico, and then the early
afternoon simply lost in Venice’s enchanting back alleys. Be sure to find
yourself in plenty of time to hop on a late-afternoon train to Florence
(see Chapter 20), arriving in time to check into your hotel and grab a
late (10 p.m.) dinner.

For Days 12 through 14 follow my two-day Florentine itinerary in
Chapter 20. You get Michelangelo’s David, the Uffizi Galleries, the Pitti
Palace museums, Fra’ Angelico’s frescoes in San Marco monastery, the
Medici Tombs, the cathedral and its dome, Bargello sculpture gallery,
and the shop-lined Ponte Vecchio spanning the Arno River.

Starting with an early-morning train to Rome (Chapter 19), spend Days
15 through 18 exactly as Days 12 through 15 in the preceding section,
with one addition: on the morning of Day 18, take your bags to the train
station to check them at the left-luggage office and to book a couchette
for the overnight train to Paris before heading out to Tivoli for the day.
Leave Tivoli by 4 p.m. at the latest so that you will be back in Rome by
5 p.m. — enough time to pick up some picnic supplies for dinner on the
train. The Paris train leaves around 7:30 p.m.

Spend Days 19 through 22 in Paris (see Chapter 13), following the sched-
ule for Days 5 through 8 under the two-week itinerary in the preceding
section.

Most flights from Paris back to the United States leave in the morning or
early afternoon, so spend the morning of Day 23 getting to the airport
and the day flying home.

Two Weeks in Europe for Lovers of Art

For this trip, you can work out the daily sightseeing schedules on your
own, depending on what best floats your artistic boat. Most cities have
two-and-a-half days of sightseeing time budgeted, which should be
enough to give the major museums a good once-over.

Head to London (see Chapter 10) for Days 1 through 3. Your first order
of business should definitely be the medieval, Renaissance, and baroque
masterpieces of the National Gallery. The other great art collection is
the Tate Gallery, now divided between two buildings, one on each side
of the Thames; the original neoclassical gallery covers the British greats
and the vast new space in Southwark, the Tate Modern, concentrates on
international art in the 19th and 20th centuries (from Impressionism to
contemporary works), with stellar temporary exhibits.
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While at the National Gallery, you may also want to nip around the
corner to stop in by the National Portrait Gallery (same building, differ-
ent entrance). Although the collection exists more for the historical
interest of its subjects, some artistically fine portraits reside here as
well (especially by Holbein, Reynolds, and Warhol).

No museum buff should miss the Victoria & Albert Museum, which has
London’s best sculpture collection (Donatello, Giambologna, and Bernini)
and a fascinating exhibit on artistic fakes and forgeries, in addition to
miles of decorative arts.

If you're into Christopher Wren’s brand of Renaissance architecture,
you're in luck — the city’s full of it — but his greatest hit is St. Paul’s
Cathedral. And I can’t imagine a trip to London without calling on the
British Museum, at least briefly, where you can get the best overview of
the ancient world’s art forms (Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Assyrian, Asian,
Indian, and Islamic).

On the morning of Day 4, catch a Eurostar train to Paris (see Chapter 13).
Spend Days 4 through 6 in the City of Light, exploring the treasures of

the Louvre over a full day at least. Fans of Impressionism and French art
in general should devote at least two-thirds of a day to the Musée d’Orsay.

Paris has so many smaller art museums that choosing from among them
can be difficult and squeezing them all in can be nearly impossible.
Whole museums are devoted to single artists (Rodin, Picasso, Delacroix,
Le Corbusier, and Dali), and others are devoted to eras — such as the
medieval at underrated Thermes de Cluny, or the modern at the incom-
parable Georges Pompidou.

Two of my favorite, slightly lesser-known art treasures are the Delacroix
murals in the church of St-Suplice and Monet’s 360-degree Waterlilies in
specially built basement rooms of the Orangerie, off Place de la Concorde.
At the end of Day 6, hop on the overnight train to Florence.

Days 7 through 9 are for Florence (see Chapter 20). Reserve one entire
day for the Uffizi galleries, a living textbook of Renaissance develop-
ment. The Pitti Palace’s Galleria Palantina covers the High Renaissance
and baroque eras thoroughly. Michelangelo’s David and his unfinished
Slaves in the Accademia are a must, and Donatello reigns supreme at the
Bargello sculpture museum.

Fra’ Angelico frescoed his brothers’ cells at his monastery of San Marco,
and they’re now open as a fine museum of his works. Florence’s churches
are so richly decorated I scarcely know where to begin: Giotto in Santa
Croce; Ghirlandaio in Santa Maria Novella and Stana Trinita; Donatello
and Michelangelo at San Lorenzo and again in the Museo dell’Opera dell
Duomo; Masaccio in Santa Maria della Carmine (the restored St. Peter’s
frescoes by him and teacher Masolino) and in Santa Maria Novella (his
Trinita fresco is the first work in history using true linear perspective).
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Then you can see Brunelleschi’s architecture, from the Duomo’s dome to
Santo Spirito to the Pazzi chapel at Santa Croce. Florence is one place
where you’ll definitely run out of time long before you run out of art.

Days 10 through 12 find you in Rome (see Chapter 19). Take the morn-
ing train here from Florence on Day 10 and start exploring the baroque
period with Bernini’s sculptures on Piazza Navona, Piazza Barberini, and
in the Galleria Borghese.

The Vatican Museums (home to the Raphael Rooms, the Pinacoteca
painting gallery, and Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel) take at least two-
thirds of a day. The Capitoline Museums split their collections between
ancient sculpture and mosaics and Renaissance and baroque painting.
Some smaller museums include the Doria Pamphilij collections and the
Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Antica, split between the Palazzo Barberini
(near Via Veneto) and Palazzo Corsini (in Trastevere).

Rome’s churches are blanketed with art, from Filippino Lippi’s frescoes

in Santa Maria Sopra Minerva (where you also find Michelangelo’s Risen
Christ) to the Caravaggios in Santa Maria del Popolo and Michelangelo’s
Moses in San Pietro in Vincoli. Again, you're unlikely to run out of art to

ogle in just three days here.

On the evening of Day 12, get on the overnight train for the long haul to
Barcelona. If you don’t like those overnight trains, wait until morning and
hop the 8:55 a.m. train. Volareweb.com (http://buy.volareweb.com)
sells no-frills flights to Barcelona for around $65.

Spend Day 13 in the Catalonian capital of Barcelona (see Chapter 23).
You should definitely take in the intriguing early Picasso works at the
museum dedicated to this hometown hero and make a survey of Antoni
Gaudi’s whimsical architecture. At the end of the day, hop the overnight
train to Madrid.

Plunge into the myriad museums of Madrid (see Chapter 22) on Days 14
and 15. Spain is the land of Picasso, Velazquez, Goya, El Greco (by adop-
tion), Murillo, and Ribera. You have a day to devote to the Museo del
Prado and another day to split between the Reina Sofia museum (home
of Picasso’s Guernica), the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum, and — if you
can stand any more art at this point — the Museo Lazaro Galdiano.

Day 16 is your travel-home day.

A Week of Romance, European Style

[ leave much of the daily scheduling up to you in this tour — nothing
kills a romantic mood more than shuttling hurriedly from place to place.
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The mere mention of Paris (see Chapter 13) conjures up romantic
images, so it’s a great place to spend Days 1 through 3. See your fair
share of Paris’s famed museums — the Musée d’Orsay has both French
Romantic-era painters and scads of those lovable Impressionists, but
take time to enjoy the finer points of Parisian life.

Linger at cafe tables for hours, spend an evening strolling Montemartre,
have long meals at fine restaurants and cozy bistros, explore Paris’s gor-
geous parks, take a dinner cruise along the Seine river, and ascend the
Eiffel Tower one evening for a panorama of Paris that lives up to its nick-
name, City of Light.

To indulge in the romance of yesteryear, make a palatial daytrip to
Versailles, the palace to end all palaces. On the evening of Day 3, board
the overnight train or a late-evening flight on no-frills SmartWings
(http://smartwings.net; about $102) to Prague.

Prague (see Chapter 18), your focus for Days 4 and 5, is a city of
baroque palaces and mighty fortresses, church concerts and powerful
beers, hidden gardens and classical street musicians who play a mean
Dvorak. Pass an afternoon delving into Prague’s rich Jewish heritage at
its synagogues and museums; take a sunset stroll across the statue-lined
Charles Bridge.

Spend a day (or at least a morning) exploring Prague Castle, both for
its soaring Gothic cathedral and to see how a fortress-city of the Middle
Ages looked and worked. Whatever else you do, try to fit in as many of
Prague’s delightful evening concerts as you can.

At the end of Day 5, hop an overnight train — or a Volareweb.com flight
(http://buy.volareweb.com; about $45) — to Venice (see Chapter 21)
for Days 6 through 8. Venice — La Serenissima, “The Most Serene” city
of canals, palaces, Byzantine mosaics, and delicate blown glass — has
made a romantic out of everyone, from Shakespeare and Thomas Mann
to Casanova and Woody Allen. Venice has always been a haven of secrets,
so [ leave you to your own devices in exploring.

Don’t pass up a spin in a traditional gondola (despite the outrageous
prices). Make sure you have a couple of long, drawn-out Italian feasts by
candlelight, a cruise down the majestic sweep of the Grand Canal, and
some moonlit strolls through the narrow, winding alleys and over count-
less tiny canals.

I suggest one personal favorite among romantic Venetian experiences:
Set aside one full day to explore the smaller fishing, glassblowing, and
lace-making islands in the Venetian lagoon.

You'll most likely have to fly home from (or at least connect through)
Milan, so leave all of Day 9 free for the return trip. Remember in Venice,
with its languid pace, to allow at least an hour from the time you leave the
hotel until you get to the train station (either to take the train to Milan in
2% to 3% hours, or to catch the shuttle to the Venice airport in 20 minutes).
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A Week in Europe the Kids Will Love

@\ENDU

For this trip, fly open-jaws into London and out of Rome. Leave plenty of
time for the kids to rest, and remember that kids’ constitutions and ability
to appreciate even the finest art and coolest palace wears out quickly.
You may want to spend five hours in the Louvre, but the tykes’ll be lucky
to last two. Take Europe at their pace so you can all get something out of
it and have a fantastic, rewarding, and (shh! don’t tell) educational time.

Your overnight plane lands early on Day 1 in London (see Chapter 10).
Check into your hotel, and then head for the Tower of London, London’s
bastion of the Middle Ages, where knights were knighted, heroes and vil-
lains alike were beheaded, and even the famous could be held prisoner.
The Crown Jewels glitter as brightly as the armor and battleaxe blades
on display in the armory-and-torture-device museum.

The Yeoman Warders (or Beefeater Guards) give some of the most enter-
taining tours in all of Europe, turning a millennium of dry history into the
most fantastic tales of intrigue and swordplay, heroic kings and tragic
princelings, foul murders and fair damsels in distress.

After lunch, head to Westminster Abbey to see the tombs of great poets,
explorers, and kings and queens. In the cloisters, the kids can grab giant
sheets of black paper and fat gold and silver crayons, then engage in brass
rubbing, a fun pastime (from the 19th century) of making imprints from
floor tomb slabs featuring knights lying in repose and coats of arms.

From Westminster, you can walk past the houses of Parliament, lorded
over by the Clock Tower, in which tolls a bell named Big Ben. You may
have time to pop into the War Cabinet Rooms where Churchill’s best and
brightest kept track of troop movement and planned daring World War II
offensives. You can also cross St. James’s Park to peer through the gates
at the queen’s home, Buckingham Palace (although the changing of the
guard is, in all honesty, rather overrated; I didn’t particularly enjoy it at
age 11, and I still find it a big yawn).

Start off Day 2 with a cruise down the Thames to Greenwich, which still
retains a bit of its village ambience and is home to a bevy of exciting
sights. Start off at the Maritime Museum, finding out about the famed
Royal British Navy in the days when the sun never set on the British
Empire. Moored nearby is the most famous of the multi-sailed Clipper
Ships — and liquor icon — the Cutty Sark.

Greenwich is a town of world standards. You can tight-rope-walk down the
Prime Meridian (the line that separates the Earth’s two hemispheres; have
fun jumping from one to the other), and set your watch at the source from
which all the world’s clocks get their reading: Greenwich mean time.

Take the late afternoon to relax back in London proper, and in the evening,
get cultural. See a big production musical such as Phantom of the Opera,
a cutting-edge play in the West End, or Shakespeare performed in the
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Globe Theatre or under the stars in Regent’s Park. Take in whatever
you’re in the mood for and think the kiddies will enjoy (or at least toler-
ate). Get to bed early to finish off that jet lag and be ready for a daytrip
the next day.

Take Day 3 to side-trip out to Salisbury, with its towering Gothic cathe-
dral, and evocative Stonehenge where your imagination can run wild
over ancient tales of Druids and star-worshipers.

Take the earliest Eurostar train through the Channel Tunnel to Paris

(see Chapter 13) on Day 4. Get settled in your hotel, have lunch, and
head to Notre-Dame Cathedral, which you can make even more interest-
ing if you take the time to clamber up the North Tower so the kids can
examine those famed gargoyles up close (though Quasimodo — animated
or otherwise — is a no-show). On a sunny day, even the most jaded of
teenagers can't fail to be impressed by the delicate spectacle of light and
color courtesy of Saint-Chapelle’s stained-glass windows.

After a quick lunch, spend the obligatory two hours in the Louvre to see
the Mona Lisa and other artistic treasures. Try to get to quai d’Orsay

by 4 p.m. (3 p.m. in winter) so you can tour one of the oddest sights in
Paris, Les Egouts, the sewers — as much to see a marvel of 19th-century
metropolitan engineering as to conjure up images of Les Misérables and
partisans hiding from the Nazis during World War II.

From here, it’s just a short stroll to the ultimate Parisian sight, the Eiffel
Tower. If your kids are anything like [ was at age 12, you won’t get away
without climbing to, and pausing at, every level up to the top. Here’s
something fun: Have them call relatives from the pay phones halfway up
(“Hey, Grandma, guess where [ am?”).

In the morning of Day 5, take your bags to Gare de Lyon train station
and leave them in lockers so you can catch the overnight train to Rome
that night (it leaves around 7:30 p.m.).

Then take the RER out to Versailles, the biggest, most impressive palace
in all of Europe. Even all this lavishness gets pretty boring pretty quickly,
so just take a quick tour of the highlights (a guided tour that reveals the
daily life of Louis XIV or something of that nature may hold the children’s
attention a little longer), and then head out to enjoy the vast gardens.
Visit Marie Antoinette’s Hameau, a fake thatched village she had built so
she could sort of slum it as a peasant girl, shepherding perfumed lambs
and feeding ducks on the pond.

Be back in Paris in plenty of time to grab supplies for a picnic dinner on
the train and be back at the station by 7 p.m.

Your train pulls into Rome (see Chapter 19) on Day 6 around 10 a.m.
Check into your hotel, splash some water on your faces, and head off to
the Markets of Trajan, where the kids can wander down a block of an
ancient Roman street and explore the empty shops pigeonholing the
remarkably intact ruins of the world’s first mu